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INTRODUCTORY

In the last quarter of the fifth century, the mighty Gupta empire of Magadha began to crack
due to internal stresses and strains. The inroads of the Hunas which assumed the dimensions
of fatal invasions and the upsurge of the Vikitaka power in the upper Deccan, forced this great
empire to contract and drove it to the brink of destruction.

From the turbulence and upheavals of this period there rose a principality at Valabhl that
soon grew into a kingdom and at its height, an empire. Maitraka Bhatirka, a genetal of the
Guptas, established his own rule at Valabhi on the southeastern sea-board of Sauridytra in about
A.D.470. His son and second successor Dropasithha was anointed and acknowledged as 2
mahdrgjd by the Gupta Emperor Buddhagupta or his successor Vainyagupta.> The nominal
suzerainty of the Guptas over the Maitrakas continued up to about A.D. 546. Dharasena, who
was followed by Dronasimhha, so acknowledges. But his second successor Guhasena, to judge
by his inscriptions, shook off the last vestiges of vassalage. From then on the Maitraka power
rose till it reached its culmination in the first half of the seventh century. It stayed at its apogee
for about a century, when the decline set in. Finally, in or about A.D. 789, it collapsed due to
the disastrous marine invasion of the Arabs from Sind.

The opulence of Valabhi was proverbial.* The Maitraka kings were brave but gentle. Their
heroism was matched by theit catholicity of outlook. Their munificence flowed, impartially to
Brahmins and Buddhists alike. The Buddhist monasteries at Valabhl multiplied, and blossomed
into great seats of learning. The University there was compared to the far famed University of
Nilandi in Magadha. The Chinese pilgrim Hstian-tsang was attracted to it. The well-known
Sathskrta poem Rdvanavadha of Bhatti was composed in Valabhi. The 1Vifesdvafyaka bbiga
and a number of other important works of Jinabhadragani Kyamidramana were completed in
the latter half of the sixth century, probably in the Maitraka kingdom. In the subsequent century,
Jinadisagani Mahattara wrote the cwrpi commentaries on a2 number of Jain 4gama texts, the one
on Nandisitra being completed on or about A.D.677 in the time of King Siliditya III. And
lastly, at the end of the Maitraka period, Jinasena wrote the Harivanéa purdpa at Vardhamina.

The political glory of the Maitrakas reached a peak along with its cultural achievements.
The Maitraka King Dhruvasena II was the son-in-law of Emperor Harsa of Kanauja. His suc-

! The single dated record of the presence of Gupta suthority in Sautfstra is the Jundgagh (i c. Girinagara) rock inscrip-
tion of the time of Skandagupta. It refers to the rebuilding of the dam of Sudaréana tatika and other sctivities by the
Guptan provincial governor, Parnadarta, and his son Cakrapillita, ruling from Girinagara,

% Bhatfirka and his successor Dharasena were vassals and generals of the Guptas. For details see H. G. Shastrd, Maitroka-
kdlina Guards, 1-11 {in Gujardti), Ahmemabad. 1935,

3 Jbid. for further details.
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cessor Dharasena IV assumed the imperial titles including that of cakravarsi. At its height the
Maitraka empire also included a large portion of Western Milava.

Peace and prosperity prevailed in Gujarat during the three centuries of the Maitraka rule.
Under these favourable circumstances art and architecture must surely have flourished. The
coppet-plate inscriptions of the Maitraka kings refer to a number of religious edifices, Brah-
manical and Buddhist, some of the latter known to have been built by the Maitraka rulers or the
members of the royal family. Among the Brahmanical shrines, the Siva temple at Vatapadra in
Saurdstra is known to have existed before A. D.6o9. Similarly, the temple of Bharti§vara appears
to have been extant in A.D.631. The temple of the goddess Kotammahiki at Trisangamaka was
in worship in A.D.639 and was, in fact, built during or prior to the times of Dronasithha. The
carliest copper-plate inscription (A.D.jo02) of the latter prince refers to the temple of Pip-
durdryd at Hithab in Sauristrd. A temple probably of the Sapta-matrki existed by about A.D.
676 at Madasara-sthali in Saurdstrd. A Sun Temple is inferred to have been extant at Vatapadra
in A.D.Gog, and another one at Bhadreniyaka in A.D.611 in Saurdgtra.

Numerous Buddhist monuments, too, were built in the Maitraka kingdom. Some of these
were located in Valabhi and its surroundings. The Bhatirka-vihira was probably built by Seni-
pati Bhatirka, the progenitor of the Maitraka dynasty, at Valabhi. Princess Duddi, sister of
King Dhruvasena I, founded a large monastery (called after her the Duddi-vihira) at the
beginning of the sixth century. Siliditya I had built the Siliditya-vihira at Vaméakata in Sau-
rastra before A.D.6o5.¢ The citizens of the kingdom also made their own contributions to the
expansion of the Buddhist monastic settlements at Valabhi. For example, Lady Mimma built the
Abhyantariki-vihira in the neighbourhood of the Bhatirka-vihira. Its existence in A.D. 567 is
known so it must have been constructed some time before that date. Kakka Midkila added the
Kakka vihira to the Duddi-vihira mandala sometime before A.D. 589. Another monastery in
the same group, going by the name Gohaka-vihira, must have been built before A.D.629. A
Yaksaétra-vihira for nuns was built probably in the mid sixth century at Valabhi. A merchant
named Ajita built the Ajita-vihira some time prior to A.D. 549, and it was by its side that the
last-noted vihira probably stood. To the latter group was added a Piirnabhatti-vihira some
time before A.D. 638 by Lady Purnabhatta. Skandabhatta II, grandson of Mahisandhivigrahaka
Skandabhatta T built a vihira going by his name at Yodhavaka.s

There were temples sacred to the Jinas also, as may be gleaned from the literary sources.
The temple of Santindtha at Valabhi was in existence some time around A.D.6o1.¢ Images of
Candraprabha, Adinitha, Pirsvanitha, and Mahivira were transferred from Valabhi to safer
sanctuaries at the time of the destruction of the former city.” At Vadhavin (Vardhamina) and
Dostatika there existed the temples of Pirsvanitha and Sintinitha and probably on the summit
of Mt. Girnar, that of the Yaksi Armbika.?

None of these monuments is known to have survived. But extant buildings (especially

4 The mid seventh century Chinese pilgrim Hstian-tsang speaks of a sibara built by S#/dditya 1 near his seat at Valabhi.
See S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western World, London 1906, 11, p.267.

% Yodhivaka is said to have been situated in Hastavapra Ahéiran! (Hathab district); it may be represented by the present
Goghd.

¢ According to a colophon to a ms, cited by Shastri, op. a7, p. 493,
? From the Vividbatirthakalpa of Jinharsa (late 13th to early 14th cents. A.D.).
® Sec B.]. Sandesars, '“I'wo Digambara Jain works composed in Vadhan™, jour. of the Swerdshira Ressarch Sos., 1, no. 2,
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Brahmanical ones) attributable stylistically to the period are available in good number. They
are in the main dotted along the western sea-board of Saurdstra between Dvitkd and Prabhisa,
with one solitary example at Kalasir and a few in the Bargi terdrory (hg. 1).

In the second quarter of the eighth century, a new dynasty known now from its copper plate
grants as Jayadratha vari$a or Saindhava varhfa, owing allegiance to the Maitrakas, rose in
Western Saurdstra with its capital at Ghumali (Bhiitimbiliki or Bhiimiliks) in the Bardi Hills.
The first three kings Pugyadeva or Pugyena, Krsnardja I, and Agguka I flourished during the
Maitraka period. The post-Maitraka Saindhavas appear to have been the vassals of the Gurjate-
Pratihiras of Bhillamila (and afterwards of Kanauja). Compared to the Maitrakas, however,
this dynasty, even at its height, held sway over a relatively small area, covered by the modem
Jamnagar district and a part of Madhya-Sauristra district and Porbandar Taluka. In available
inscriptions, the references to religious monuments are scanty. A Brahamanical monastery
(mathikd) at Ghumli, and temples of Siva, Stirya and the Goddess near Survarpamadijasi, are
the only monuments noted. On the whole, the Saindhava rule does not seem to be very eventful.
A probable attack of the Arabs repulsed by Agguka I, and the petty wars of his descendants with
the Capi chieftains of Vadhavan appear to be the only incidents of historical value known to us.
‘The last date of the Saindhavas so far known is A.D. 915. The copper-plate inscription of Rinaka
Bigkaladeva of Ghumli dated A.DD. 987 is silent about the Saindhavas as well as his predecessors.
Some time between A.D.g15 and 987, therefore, the Saindhava dynasty may be surmised to
have come to an end. A fairly large number of temples belonging to the Saindhava period ate
now known in the territory once occupied by the Saindhavas. In style they represent the con-
tinuation of the developments seen during the last century of the Maitraka rule.

If the architectural style that flourished during the Saindhava period was derived from the
preceding Maitraka traditions, the style prevalent during the Maitraka epoch, too, had its roots
in the further past. The Maitrakas could hardly have introduced any new style, nor were they
the founders of Valabhi. That city, peopled by the affluent classes, had been a great centre of
Jainism and Buddhism cven in the previous epoch. Nigirjuna codified the Jain Agama texts
at Valabhi in the fourth century. Later, in or about A.D. 453 or 466, Devarddhigani Ksamééra-
mana compared its readings with the Mathuri version of Skandilicirya. In the fourth century,
the illustrious Buddhist scholats Acirya Bhadanta Sthiramati and Gunamati resided near
Valabhi in the vihira built by Arhata Acala, Sthiramati, too, built a vihira called Sri Bappapadiya
vihira in Valabhi proper, probably in memory of his illustrious gurs Asatiga. Another pupil of
Asanga, Acirya Bhadanta Buddhadisa built a vihira in this city. At about the same time, Mal-
lavadi Stri of Valabhi wrote his important work on Jain logic, the Nayacukra. Aside from all
these citations, the mention of Valabhi in Pininl’s Gangpdha carries the antiquity of the city as
far back as pre-Mauryan days.

Besides Valabhi, the Saurigtra region as 2 whole was extensively inhabited prior to the ad-
vent of the Maitrakas. The long régimes of the Ksatrapas of Saka lineage® (ce. A.D.100-400)
and following them of the Guptas, witnessed notable architectural activities especially in the
Sauridgtra region. Apart from the restoration of the Sudarfana lake at Girinagara by Rudradiman
in A.D.151~52, note should also be taken of the Rudrasena-vihira near Girinagara and 2

* The inscribed casket excavated from within the core of the brick sipa at Devnimori makes mention of » lineage of Ksthiks
kings; whether this dynasty is in any way connected with the Saka one is an issue still undecided.
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Mahistiipa built at $imalsji in A.D.375 in the time of Rudrasena 1. In the Gupta period the
Jundgadh inscription (A.D.457-18) of the time of Skandagupta refers to the building of Vignu
temples at or in the vicinity of Girinagara. The Maitrakas were thus the direct heirs to the archi-
tectural traditions that prevailed before them. In order to comprehend the character of the
monuments erected during their times a brief prelude discussing the salient features of the
preceding styles will serve as a useful background.
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II

ARCHITECTURAL BACKGROUND

he carliest monuments known in Gujarat are rock-cut caves, most of which were probably

the result of Buddhist settlements in the province. Almost all are confined to Saurdstra
territory.’ The caves at Taldji,'s at Sapd in the Gir Hills,'* at Junigadh,” at Prabhis Pagin,'s
at Dhink, at Siddhasar,'¢ at Ranapar in the Barda Hills,”” and at Khambhalida ' give eloquent
testimony to the wide spread of such excavation in Saurdstra. Except for the Uparkot caves in
Junigadh all are unpretentious in comparison to the Andhra-Kgatrapa period caves in the Dec-
can. Since they are little decorated it is difficult to determine their chronology, either relative or
absolute.

The fagade of the Ebhal Mandapa cave at Talaja is enriched by a railing pattern and a pe-
culiar form of candrasdlé false dormer, both noticeably wooden in appearance. The pillars that
supported the frieze have disappeared except for a single truncated lower portion and the tops
of one or two others, still attached to the ceiling. These indicate that the cave originally had
plain, octagonal columns like those in the caizya halls at Bhiji, Kondane, Ajanta no. X, and in
the Kirli apse; and so may be as early as the beginning of the Christian era. The caitya caves at
Sani and Rinpar possess identical rock-cut s#dpas which resemble in general those at Bhiji and
the other early Deccan caves. In the Bhima cauri vihira at Sdni " and in one of the caves in the
Biwi Pyard group at Junigadh,» one finds octagonal pillars with round ghafas, pot shapes,
above and below, combined with vedi, plinth, and phalaka, abacus, at bottom and top respective-
ly: a combination reminiscent of the caves at Nisik and Junnar, or even Bedsd and Kirli, as
observed long since by Burgess.

The most important characteristics of this early regional architecture are its stark simplicity,
without any artistic pretensions, and its affiliations in certain details with early Deccani cave
designs. To 2 considerable extent these prefigure the subsequent development of the local
styles.

10 Discussed in detail by J. Burgess, “Antiquities of Kithidwid and Kacch”, Archeol. Survey of Western India (i.¢. ASWI),
London 1876, 11.

W Ibid,, p.147.

12 1hid., p.147.

13 Jbid., p. 139,

14 Not yet published.

' H.D.Sankalia, The Archacology of Guardt (including Kathiawar), Bombay 1941, pl. X1V, fig. 24.

16 Jbid,

17 Discovered by the late Shri Harilal Mankad, and published as 2 short note in the Gegesse of the former Jamnagar State,
18 Indian Archaeolgy, A Review, New Delhi, 1958-59, p. 70, pl. LXXIIA.

19 Burgess, op.¢it., pl. XXIX,

%0 Jbid,, pl. X ViIL
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In the fourth century A.D. a new trend appears, under an outside influeace originating in
Gandhira. This is observable in the fine two-storeyed cave at Uparkot in Jundgadh, which may
have been cither 2 Buddhist monastery or the summer resort of a governor of Girinagara.»
There in the upper chamber one finds chevroned pillars somewhat like those in the carly sixth
century Bagh caves, though earlier (as all the evidence agrees).** The six magnificent pillars of
the lower storey are particularly interesting, beautiful both in proportions and in decoration.
The vibana base shows acanthus leaves upheld by dwarfs. This is surmounted by a ghata pot,
decorated with magibandba (jewelled girdle) and muktddima (pear] festoon) motifs. The shaft
has thinly marked facets. The crowning design begins in four cases with a beaded band, and a
padma lotus, or cyma, with rams’ heads in two others. This is topped by a foliated capital, with
figural carvings of mithuna couples, apsarases, etc. Above is an ttarospha abacus with lion figures.
‘The double Aapota, roll cornice, over the shallow niches along the walls shows discrete candradald
dotmers,* in each of which is usually found a couple visible above a miniature railing (plate 1).

The acanthus pattern on the base is parallelled on a rail pillar from the late phase at Amari-
vati.zs The figural work (plate 3) falls between the late Kusina and late Amarivati styles, though
it cannot match either in quality. The lion figures (which at the corners are doubled with a
common head) are reminiscent of the convention observed with some variations in early Gupta
temples like those at Safici, Tigowa, etc.

The Uparkot cave has yiclded Red Polished ware, clay bullae, and coins including one of
the Ksatrapa King Bartrdimana®¢ and another possibly ascribable to Rudrasena I1.# This as-
sociated evidence helps to buttress the intermediate date here proposed for the Uparkot cave.
Its pillar type and decoration are found in no later examples; on the other hand the &apora
frieze and the shape of the cendrdfdla dormer persisted in post-Guptan temples, as will be dem-
onstrated below.

The other important cave is the caifys in the group at Khambhailidd. There the doorway is
flanked by large figural compositions. On the left a Padmapini (?) stands under an afoka-like
tree, with a female companion and five attendants. A yaésa-like dwarf holding a basket is seen to
the left.

On the right side a similar group of figures is seen where Vajrapini (?) stands with attendants
under an Afoka-like tree. A dwarf yaksa is also found here. The figures look like enlarged
versions of the kind seen in Uparkot. The broad belts worn by some of the female figures also
are reminiscent of Uparkot and examples from other places in India of the late Kusina and
Ksatrapa periods. The attenuation of some of the female figures recalls later Andhra mannerisms.
The friezes above the yakgas, however, are important in connection with the discussions in this
paper. These show, like the frieze in the western wall of the upper storey of the Uparkot cave
(plate 4) miniature shrines, a reference to which will be made in the last section. The cave seems

ar Jbid,, pp. 142-43.

22 Jhid,

3 Tbid,, pl. XX1V; also R. S, Wauchope, Buddbist Cave Temples of India, Calcutta 1933, pl. XVL
e+ Jhid,, pl. XX1.

3s D. Batrett, Sculpturss from Amardvati in the British Musewm, London 1954, pl. XXIII,

16 8ec K. V. Soundara Rajun, “Fresh Light on the Culture of Ancient Gujerdt”, Jowr. of the Gujanit Resarch Sec., Bombay,
XXII, no. 4/88, p. 346.

3 [adian Archaeclogy, p. v0.
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to be a close runner-up to Uparkot in time, though coarser in workmanship. 1t has suffered
considerable erosion. The monuments intervening between these two caves and the earliest
sutviving structural monuments are so far not discovered. But the links between the two, as will
be seen, are surely present. The traits seen in the former examples, determined some of the
features of the temples of the Maitraka period.
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I11

THE DISCOVERIES

It is to the pioneer survey work done by James Burgess that we owe our first knowledge of some
of the oldest monuments in Gujarat confined for the most part to the Saurdstra area. Burgess
gave a succinct account of the temples at Gop, Sonkarhsiri (Ghumali), Pachtar,® and Prici.»
In 1912, G.V.Acharya came across the old temple at Kalsir during his epigraphic survey of
the territory.® Acharya’s discovery somehow remained unheeded: it was Shri Ravishankar Raval
who rediscovered it in 1948 and published its detailed account with plan and illustrations.»* The
late Shri D. B, Diskalkar, who succeeded Acharya as Curator of the Watson Museum, in Rajkot,
found a group of old temples at Vasai near Dvirka.»» Had Cousens known about the discoveries
made by Acharya and Diskalkar, he might have included the details of these in his well known
report on the monuments of Sauristra. In this valuable report Cousens gave very informative
details on such other temples as those at Kadvir, Bile§vara, Vi§ivida, Sttripads, Kinderkheda,
Pitd, and Miyanis: A few years after Cousens, Dr. Hiranand Shashtri, Director of the Archaeo-
logical Department of the former Baroda State, discovered important temples of this class in
Okhiamandala area of Saurdstra, which, unfortunately, did not receive the attention they de-
served.’* Two temples at Dhrisanavel, and two near old Dhrevad may be mentioned in parti-
cular, In 1940, Prof. M. ]. Pathakaji of Bauddin College, Junigadh and H. P. Shashtri of Prabhis
Pitan brought to light the interesting Gayatri temple at Pasnivada.ss This temple likewise seems
to have remained unnoticed thereafter.

The credit of discovering by far the largest number of early temples, however, goes to the
Archaeological Research Society, Porbandar, formally instituted in 1953 under the presidentship
of Shri M.P.Vora,”* Among the notable discoveries made by this organization may be men-
tioned the temple groups at Khimeévara, Srinagara, Nande§vara, Balej, Bhinasari, Odadat, and
isolated shrines near Bokhiri, Chayd, Visavida, Kuchadi, Riniviv, Tukadi, Akhodar, Kilivad,

0 See n. 10,

3% See "Architectural Antiquities of Northern Gujarat,” ASWZ, IX, London, 1876; and Arcbasol. Survey of India, New
Imperial Series { ASI, NIS), XXXII, 1903.

30 See Acharya, Annual Report of the Watson Mussum of Amigutties, 191213,

3t Raval, Anmw. Rep. of the Gugarar Ressarch Soc., X1, 2.

33 Diskalkar, 4mn. Rep. Watson Mus,, 1921~22.

33 H.Cousens, “Somanitha and other Mediaeval Temples in Kathiawad”, AS7, IS, XLV 1911, pp. 384

34 B .ri, Archasol. of Baroda, 1936-37.

3% Pathakaji, Jowr. of 1he Archavol. Research Soc., Junigadh, 11, no.1, March 1940.

3 The second author of the paper has been & member of A R.$,P, since its inception, and has participated in its feld
explotations. Al Lough 1ts discoveries are still unpublished, they have been communicated from tims to time by its presi-
dent to the Statc Department of Archacology.
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Mehvisd, and finally at Porbandar proper.”” In 1953, H.U.Trivedi (now Doctor) of Baroda
University discovered two temples at Borica near Porbandatr,

Meaawhile the State Department of Archaeology was also lending its useful share in adding
to the bulk of the new discoveries. In 1953, the late Shri P.P.Pandya, then Superintendent of
the Departinent, came across the early temples at Pindird and Khimardni. In 1955, the second
author of this monograph discovered carly temples at Junigadh and Gosi, and again in 1956
(with Shri H.P. Shashtri) at Prabhis Patan, Savni, and Nivadri. In 1957-58, Shei A.V.Pandya
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Vidyapeeth, Anand, recognized the easly features of the Suvarna-
tirtha temple near Dvirkd.® In June 1g6o, the second author of this paper and Sarva-Shri H.P.
Shastri and P.N. Bhatt located an early Sun temple at Pasnivada.» During the same survey
work, the second author and Shri P.N. Bhatt discovered another Sun temple of the same age
and related style, now at Jhamard. In June 1961, the authors of this brochure with Shri H. P,
Shastri recognized the pre-Solaiki features of the Naga temple at Pasnivadd and Navadurgi
temple standing beside the Sun temple at Stitrapadi.» The present authors during further work
discovered two temples, one at Degim near Porbandar and another at Sarmi in Ghed area of
Sorath (Junagadh District).

The monuments described by Burgess and Cousens were visited by H.D. Sankalia in 1936 in
connection with his important thesis on the archacology of Gujarat territory. The work done
by the aforementioned two pioneer surveyors was subjected to close analysis by this authority
who not only systematized it but also used it as the basis for a brilliant hypothesis wherein he
pointed out the stages of development in the style that led ultimately to the formation of the
Nigara fikhara+t In a recent contribution, S.K. Saraswati has put forward a few objections to
Sankalia’s views and postulated a2 new theory of the co-existence of the Nagara and the Gop
type temples on the analogy of the phenomenon that occurred in the Chilukyan country in the
South.#2 In 1956, Shti Krishna Deva, then Superintendent, Temple Survey Project-North India,
surveyed some of the more important monuments in detail and in the light of the texts on
Vistu. In 1960, he once again suveyed the temples of this territory with special attention to the
newly discovered ones. The second author had the opportunity to accompany Shri Krishna
Deva during the latter survey work and was thus acquainted with the views and findings of this
eminent authority. Shri K. V.Soundara Rajan, Superintendent, Archacological Survey of India,
had also examined some of these temples and contributed a very valuable paper, wherein he
proposed the possibility of Chilukyan influence on these early temples of Sauridstra. The authors
of this monograph undertook extensive and prolonged survey work on all the known early
temples of Sauristra between June 1960 and March 1963.

It is now found possible to examine the stands taken by various scholars on the subject and
to reinterpret the older data and revise the conclusions through the aid of the new data on hand.
37 Cousens knew of the existence of the temples at Khimeévara, Srinagars, and Régaviv, but apparently did not visit them.
3 Information from Shrl A,V.Pandys in 2 communication to the first author.

39 Indian Arehavology, 1959-60,

4 Ihid.

4! Sankalia, Archasol. of Gryardt, pp. §9-60.

42 See R.C., Majumdar, ed., The History and Cultsrs of the Indian People, London 1951~63, val. V, *“The Struggle for Empire”,

pp. 583 L.
43 Soundara Rajan, “Architectural Affinities of Early Ssurashtra Temples”, The Judian Historical Quart., Calcutta, XXX VI,
no, 1, March 1981, pp. 1-7.
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In fact, the new material substantially helps in giving a comprehensive and almost complete
pictute of the architectural style that prevailed during the Maitraka and Saindhava periods in
Saurdstra territory. By now about a hundred temples are known in this style,

While this monograph was being completed Shri Kantilal Sompura, a pupil of Dt. H.G.,
Shashtri of Ahmedabad, visited some of the temples in connection with his Ph.D, dissertation.
His findings, too, are likely to prove beneficial to students of the ancient architecture of Gujarat.
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GROUND PLANS

Both the Maitraka and the Saindhava temples possess regional features in their ground plans
and elevations. In the earlier group simple squares and rectangles form the basic pattemn of
the falacchands, ground plan, The closed hall is often undifferentiated from the main shrine, and
forms a common rectangle with it. Ambulatories also are fairly common. In the Saindhava
period the ground plans are often recessed. Throughout the two periods certain fixed patterns in
planning are observable, as classified below (in the order simple to complex).

1, Unicellular;

Small shrines having only a cella and no porch. Examples are:
The old temple on the hillside at Miyani;
Bhinasara temples nos. 3 and 4 (fig. 112);
Nande$vara temple no. 1;
The solitary shrine east of Odadar.

1. Bicellular:

Here the small closed hall is articulated with the sanctum. Examples are:
Sonkaimsiri temple no. 5 (square cella, oblong closed hall, enclosed in one rectangle;
fig. 12a);
Kalsir (slightly oblong cella, square closed hall; fig. 12b);
Khimeévara temple no. 5 (square cella and closed hall, the latter larger; fig. 12¢);
Savani old temple (square cella, slightly larger oblong closed hall with pilasters; fig. 11b).

II1. (A). Shrines with open porches;

Examples are:

Khimefvara temple no. 7 (square cella; porch with dwarf pillars on a plain dado, plus
two free-standing tall pillars; fig. 13a);

Camunda mati temple at Kinderkheda (square cella; porch with dwarf pillars and pi-
lasters; fig. 13b).

II. (B). Rectangular shrines without porches, but with freestanding pillars:
Examples are two Saptamitrka temples, at Borici and at Patd (figs. 13¢, d).
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111 (C). Shrines with closed hall and porch:
Single example the Cele$vara temple near Mchvisa (fig. 11¢).

IV. Shrines with pilastered closed hall and ambulatory:

A (1): Square inner cella; oblong shrine with ambulatory; oblong closed hall, larger. Examples
are:
Bhinasari no. 5 (fig. 14a);
Balej, Pithad miti temple (fig. 14¢); added feature is a mukbamapdapa porch.
A (2): Similar, but with less emphasis on closed hall. Examples are:
Khimesvara temple no. 2 (14b), and closely similar BileSvara (fig. 15);
Gop temple (fig. 16), with more complex proliferations.

V. Shrines without ambulatory, having a pilastered closed hall with two free-standing interior
columns:

A (1): Both cella and closed hall square, the latter the larger. Examples are:
Visivida, Siva temple (fig. 17a);
Niga temple near Pasnivadi (fig. 17b);
Pasnavada, Sun temple (fig. 17¢).

A (2): Example:

Jhamara, Sun temple. An original ambulatory now in ruins (fig. 17d); the eastern fagade
provided with a vedikd balustrade and a Aaksdsana (slanted back of the seats).

VI. Square shrines with larger, square closed hall containing four free-standing interior pillars,
without pilasters:
Examples are:

Balej, Kotha temple (fig. 182);

Kuchadi, Cimunda miti temple (fig. 18b);
Degim, Cimundi miti temple (fig. 19a);
Khimegvara temple no. 6 (fig. 19b).

VILI. Square shrines with a larger, square closed hall with pilasters, four free-standing pillars, and
dwarf pillars with vedikd and kaksdsana:
Single example as described the Sun temple at Pitd (fig. 20). Variants:

Dhrasanvel, Kalika miti temple: adds an ambulatory (fig. 21);
Kadvir temple: oblong shrine and recessed porch (fig. 22).

VIII. Shrines with ambulatory and a closed hall on 2 rectangular plan; four free-standing pillars,
no pilasters:

Examples are the Sun temples at Satrapida and Akhodar (figs. 233, b).
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IX. Shrines with ambulatory, the closed hall having pilastered walls and (usually) a makba-
magdapa:

Examples are:

Suvarpatirtha temple near Dvirki (fig. 24b), with three entrances to the porch,
Afijani mitd temple near Chiyi (fig. 24a), lacking 2 porch. Sonkarhsiri temple no. 1 has
applied pilusters also on all sides of the cella proper and along the ambulatory wall. The
nature of the porch not clear.

‘The porch is distylar in aatis at Khimegvara temple no, 1 and the Vindhyavisini temple
at Stinagara (figs. 26a, b),

The Sun temple at Kinderkheda lacks pilasters, while the porch has dwarf pillars on
vedikd and kaksdsana members (fig. 27a). The Cimundi miti temple near Bokhird has
two free-standing pillars within the porch (fig. 28b).

X. Shrines with a rectangular closed hall lacking interior pillars,
Single example the Gayatri temple at Pasndvadi. The closed hall has pilasters (fig. 28).

XI. Square shrines having a rarigamandapa, hall for theatrical performances, without free-standing
pillars:

Examples are:

Navadurgi temple at Sttrapada;
Kiliki miti temple at Nivadri (neither illustrated).

XTI. Shrines with recessed walls:

These are Nigara in layout and belong to the Saindhava period except for the late Mai-
traka Kote§vara temple (fig. 29a).

Examples are:

Two ruined buildings in the Piti group (not illustrated) are square, lacking prdgeriva
pillared portico.

Nandegvara temple no. 3 is oblong, lacking a prdggriva (fig. 29b).

The prdggriva feature on a square shrine is represented by Odadar temple no. 5 and
Nandegvara temples nos. 2, 4, and 5 (not illustrated).

The ruined temple no. 3 in the Sonkarhsirl group is square with a closed hall, ruined (fig.
29c). A triple shrine has recently been discovered at Sarmi (fig. 31a).

Quintuple shrines, paficdyatana, are seen in the groups near Pachtar (fig. 31b) and Miyanl.
Sevenfold shrines, sap#dyatana, ate represented by one example, Magderuth near Dhris-
anvel (fig. 32).

The Randal Derurh at Visavadi (fig. 30) has an ambulatory and closed hall on a rectan-
gular plan.

A type with inner ambulatory, sdndbdra, closed hall, and mukbamandapa porch, is seen in
the Bhimadevala temple near Priici and Sonkarhsir no. 2 (figs. 33, 34).

The former’s original porch has disappeared.
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Study of these ground plans reveals the fundamental simplicity of the Saurdstra temples and
their combination of individuality and interrelationship. The temples with square configurs-
tions like those at Gop, Bile$vara, and Khimeévara no. 2 may have been ultimately inspired by
the terraced s#ipas of eatlier, Buddhist days, with a cella replacing the central s#&pa body. The
stipas at $imaldjie or Mirpur Khas suggest this hypothetical ancestry. On the other hand,
oblong plans with an ambulatory around the cella remind one, of course very distantly, of
Greco-Roman practise. This slight resemblance may be purely accidental, or may be due to the
very slow passage of the theme through several regional intermediaries, including Gandhira.

The typical Nagara massing of elements does not appear before the Saindhava period, as we
have seen, although an experiment pointing in that direction may be discerned in the late Mai-
traka Kotesvara temple near Kilivad (fig. 294).

ELEVATION OF THE MAIN FLOOR

The elevations of the temples also offer interesting and individual features. The basement ot
socle receives the first attention. Study of this portion reveals two distinct groups, with a few
transitional examples between. The earlier is almost invariably associated with the Maitraka
period, and the later with the Saindhava period only. It may be remarked here that the Nigara
terminology is less adequate in describing the earlier group than the Dravidian, being appli-
cable rather from Saindhava on.

The mouldings of the adbisthina base, wherever observable in the earlier temples, follow this
ascending sequence:

Upana plinth, usually varying in height from five inches to a foot or more;

alasikdra fagati, a similar but narrower moulding;

padma, an inverted cyma recta;

ksepana, a deep-set fillet, in preparation for a Aummuda torus;

ksepana again, to emphasize the cornice above it, either in an inverted cyma recta form
(kapotapdli or Sirpa) or like a penthouse roof (ksopi);

vajana band, surmounted by a pdda dado, occasionally punctuated by niches,*® or by a
plain kandhara;

ambuja or drdhva padma, a cyma recta, or sometimes an w#fira, corresponding band;
valabbi course with dentils (/pds, i. e. simulated rafter ends); infrequently replaced by
another ambuyja enriched by lotus flowers in semicircles,# or more simply by a dogtooth
or lotus-petal motif ;+

kapota roll cornice, in rare cases elaborated by the simulated dormer motif, candrasdl;»
ksepana fillet again, surmounted by a plain pasrikd band (see figs. 2, 4).

4 Indian Archasology, 195960 and 1960~61; also Chowdhary in Jowr, of the Orisnial Insi., Baroda, 1X, no. 4.

# Fot some reason the roll cornice is lacking 1n this position,

4¢ E.g.: old temple at Gop (pl. 7; fig. 3), and Gayatrl temple at Pasnivada (pl. 32).

47 Giyarrd temple (fig. 4f.).

# Vindhyavisini temple at Srinagara, and Sonkarhsdr] temple no. 1 (fig. 5a).

# Sonkathsari temple no. 1 (fig. 5 8). The present authors are deeply indebted to Shri Krishna Deva and to Shri K. R, Srini-
vasan for the clucidation of the Dravidian terms used in this monograph. In spite of the use of such terms, however, it
does not follow that the forms of the mouldings agree with the South Indian ones in detail.
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In late Maitraka temples and in those of the Saindhava period, the latter mostly Nagara in
design, the basement, pifha, usually consists of:

bhitta plinth, from three inches to more than a foot high;
Jddyakunitvha, inverted cyma recta;

antarapatra, a deep-set fillet, surmounted by a

kapotikd, minor inverted cyma recta.

These forms are still flexible, and denote a transition from the eatlier types. In larger build-
ings the pitha is replaced by a vedibandba series comprising:

kburaka half torus;

kalafa torus;

antarapatra fillet, decorated with razna lozenges or ksdfjardksa (a motif consisting of deep-
set square recesses and offsets);

kapotali cyma cornice, decorated with hdrikds (caitya asches).

Other Nigara style mouldings, such as rdfasenaka (wide fillet), vadikd (balustrade), and
kakjdsana (simulated sloping seat-back) in the context of the mapdapa, ate known in a few early
axamples as well as in late ones.s

The walls of the early Maitraka sanctum are almost invariably featureless. The top of the
wall is relieved by such membets as valabhf and minor £aposa.s* In rare cases a sdjana is inserted
between.s2 In a relatively late group of Maitraka monuments the sequence of mouldings at this
point comprises #¢tara, j#rdbvapadma, and the minor kapota.ss

The walls of the sdndbdra prasidas and of the closed halls of the nirandbdra prasidas aze at times
relieved by ventilator vdtdyanas, often filled with jélaka or candrdvalokana grilles.s+

The interiors of the temples are with few exceptions provided with pillars and pilasters:
almost invariably of the square Rucaka order and unadorned.s* Two composite types are also
known. In one, the lower portion of the shaft is square and the upper octagonal, Vajraka, The
other variety, which occurs only as an engaged pillar on the exterior of the shrine wall at three
places,s$ is more complex; and is both rare and unknown outside of Saurdstra temples#” The
Bhadraka variety of pillar, square with recesses, is encountered in a few Saindhava buildings
only.s®

59 A yadikd is present in the Vardha temple at Kadviir and in the Saptamitgkd shrine at Boricd, The same member plus a
kaksina is seen at Pitd, At Jhamra and Bokhird one finds 2 plain vedikd plus ksksdsana.

51 Old temples at Odadar and Visavidi (pl. 10); templc on the hillside at Miydni; sun temples at Srinagara and at Jhamard
{pl. 19); Bhanasara temple no. 5 (pl. 26), and several others. The walls of the closed hall of the Kalikd miitd temple at
old Dhrevad, and those of the ambulatory of the Survarnatirths temple near Dvickd, also show the feature (pls. 34, 22).

52 Rijal Vejal temple, old Dhrevad (pl. 11).

3 Sonkathsiri temples nos. 8,1; Sun temple at Pasniivadd; and senctum of Kalikd mtd temple at old Dhrevad (pls. 14, 32,
ﬂl, 54)'

34 Found st Khime§vara emple no. 1 (pls. 66~67); Sun temples at Piitd and Pasnivadi, and at latter place also the Gayatrl
temple (pl. 68); Bhimadeval temple near Pravi (pl. 49). A picce sutvives in the Kadvir temple (pl. 71). The Sun temple
at Kinderkhedd possesses two blind grilles (pl. 65).

*% The pillars that once belonged to temple no, 14t Odadar (pls. 6970}, and those of the Saptiimatskd sheine at Borick ere
carved; s is one in the Pithads mitd temple at Belej.

5 Temples at Biledvara and Khimeévara nos. 1, 2 (figs. 8a,b). For the first see also Cousens, op. ¢i#., pl. XXXIX.

57 In a genesal way this agrees with the pillars in the caves at Ajants and Aurangabid.

33 Magaderum at Dhrasapavel (pl. 42), and Kanakasena Civadi’s temples at Vasai.
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The pillars have bracket capitals, mostly of the double faraniga (roll) type, though a few with
Aumdra® caryatids are also found.®

Thete are normally no true ceilings covering the 43/ (nave) and alindas (aisles) of the hall,
or the antardla vestibule or the interior of the garbbagrha (cella). A coutse of long, log-like stone
slabs placed at intervals, with a second spanning the intervening spaces is the method—simple,
even primitive—employed in covering the interior.$ This mode of construction is observable
on most of the Maitraka and a few of the Saindhava temples.* Another technique is to use 2
single course of broad, thin, board-like slabs.* In Saindhava buildings the ceilings of the cella
and less often of the nave are formed of stones arranged in diaper patterns, conforming to the
plain pstdina ceiling category.

The doorways of the sanctum, with few exceptions,* are simply treated though often
subdivided into distinct jambs, fdkhds. The sanctum itself is severely plain. In virtually every
case the original cult images have disappeared. These sometimes were provided with pighikds
(seats); even the /Jirigs, which was placed near a wall instead of being on center.¢s Where the
garbagrba ceilings have been destroyed, the corbelled construction of the superstructure is
exposed.¢ The halls are covered either by a flat or a sloping roof, surmounted by a pidhina
phalaks articulated with the fronton of the shrine superstructure. The ambulatory often has a
flat cover, though slanting roofs are equally in evidence.®”

Since the superstructure of the sanctum is more varied, it will be treated at greater length in
our next section.

The extant Maitraka temples are meagrely decorated, and what enrichment exists is not of
a high order. The repertory comprises architectonic, geometrical, floral, and figural elements.
The architectonic designs are for the most part candradilds of various sizes and details, miniature
pillars, niches, panels, rafters’-ends, etc. Geometrical elements like lozenges, half-diamonds, and
beaded circles, etc., are seen in the ratnasdkhis and grilles. The floral and vegetal patterns include
lotus leaves, dog-tongue motifs, the lotus in full bloom, rosettes, half rosettes, bakslamald, creep-
ers, etc.® Figural decoration is extremely rare.

In the few instances where cult images have been preserved in situ or removed to museums,
they often show good workmanship and aid in establishing the circumstances of the dedication
as well as the date. This factor is discussed in detail in Section VI below.

89 1n the Vdsturdjerallabba the so-called Afcaka, atlantid figures, ave termed Aumdra figures.

80 These occur at Adjani mitd temple near Chiiyd, Kalika mitd temple at Dhrisanvel, and Bhimadevala temple near Pricl;
and originally must have been used also at Péchtar. On the basis of the available evidence, they are not found hefore
ca. A.D, y00.

o1 At Kudvir, Srinagara, Khimesvara, Kinderkhedd, Patd, and a number of others, most conspicuously at Patd.

62 Bhimadevala, for nstance, displays this mode.

6 Afjani matd temple near Chiyd, Sun temple st Pasndvadi, old temple at Kuchdl.

64 At the following temples: Vardha near Kadvir, Sun at Pitd, Kotha at Balej, Siva at Boric3, and Kbimring,

5 At Bhigasard and Khimeévara temples nos. 2 and 3.

66 At following temples: old at Gop; $tva at Borica; old at Visaveida; Sun at Kinderkheds, Probably the ceilings in these
cases were of wood, and so have disappeared. At Gop s fragment of wood was actually found in one of the rafter sockets.

67 The slanting rouf above an ambulatory is best illustrated at the Sun temple, Kinderkhedd. The flat roof is visible at
Khimetvara temples nos. 1 and z, Survarnatirtha temple near Dvilrka, etc.

8 Most of these decorations occur as carly as the Gop temple and persist until the end of the Fo-Niigara series (for which
see p. 59). A very few later temples show a few still in use, while the temples of Rogd significantly show none except
the lotus flower. Their decor 18 more varied and far superior in choice and execution.
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THE SUPERSTRUCTURE

he pre-Solanki temples of this region are plain to the point of austerity, as has been said above.
The criteria available for their classification are consequently very few. The typology of
ground plans is not always a secure factor, since the older types of plans are known to have
persisted in some cases even into the Saindhava period, in spite of marked advances in elevations.
Secondly, the same type of plan is often common to temples otherwise of different categories.
The spire of the temple is the first useful criterion, both for classification and for chronolo-
gical ordering. The morphology of socles is an auxiliary aid; and their comparative architec-
tonometry adds clarity and definition to the relative chronology.
In temple superstructures four principal types may be discerned, i.e. Phdnmsikira,> Vimd-
ndkdira, Sikbaranvita, and Valabbicchandaya. The first of three of these are further divisible into
sub-classes.

PHAMSAKARA

This class comprises temples that have a design of pyramidal roofs rising in receding tiers—the
phimsands—either with or without decoration by candrajdld dormers. The tiers exist in three
different forms: the &sopi (penthouse roof); the kapota (roll cornice); and the Srpa (inverted
cyma recta: see fig. 9). The choice of one or another of these in large measure determines the
total appearance of the phdrisand roof. Three sub-groups are encountered, for which we propose
the following names: Gindhdric, Pseudo-Drividian, and Sirpodbhava.

Gandharic :
Extant examples here are few, but include the oldest surviving structural temple in Gujarat,

the Maitraka period old temple at Gop (plates 7, 8). The phinssand superstructute in the sub-
group has a penthouse roof as its unit of superimposion.

60 Same figutal carving exists on the door frames at Kadvir, Pata, Khimrind, and Bhimadeval, the grilles at Paandvads,
the door-sills at Khimedvara no. 1 and the Sun temple at Srinagura.

70 The late 11th century Pramapamattar! calls the sloping, “wedge-shaped” roof of 2 housc a phansikdra (verse 123). The
Phiinsdnd class of temples is the exclusive concern of chap. 178 of the Apardjitaprecha (for which see The A, P, of Bbuna-
deva, Baroda Onental Inst., 1950, According to the AP, Phinsdni 1s one of the 14 jitis, types of temples, It 16 “sexless”™
as compared to the male Nigara and the female Valabhl. The Phithsands thus described are of course more evolved in
form than those involved in this paper, but the connection is petfectly clear.

71 See Prasanna-Kumdra Acharya, An Engyclopedia of Hindw Architecturs, Manesdra Setics, Vil, p. 116,

71 The Samardngapa uses this term in the sense of chidya (see chap. 67/75). If taken in the sense of dapgachddya, corrugated
roof, it is only a sub-variety of penthousc roof. If used in the sense of kbwachidya, it may have the form of a lacge vitanks
or kapotapdlikd, i. €, & cotnice in an inverted cyma recta form.
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A similar penthouse design is also seen in the temples of Kashmir, which in general preserve
many residual Gandhdran elements. For this reason the ultimate inspiration of the Gujarat ver-
sion has also been claimed as Gindhiran;™ hence the name assigned for this particular class. It
is generally agreed that the stone temples of Kashmir are later than the Gop building by about
two centuries, and hence could not themselves have been the source of influence.”* A penthouse
roof is more natural in a region of snowfalls like Gindhira. The influence of the art and archi-
tecture of Gindhira has already been noted in the s##pa at Simaldji, the date of whose eatlier
work, if contemporary with the enclosed reliquary, would be ca. A.D. z05. The caves at Uparkot
Junigadh also reveal a bortowing from Gindhara in their pillar decoration, as has been noted.
Thus the possibility that Gindhdran usages still lingered in the area when the Gop temple was
being built cannot be ruled out.

The old temple at Kadvir has a two-tiered penthouse roof over its ambulatory; but as its
principal superstructure, rising above the cella proper, must rather have been of the salabbi,
keel roof, order, it cannot be considered a fully qualified member of the sub-group. Similarly
in the Gayatsi temple at Pasnavada both the ambulatory and the closed hall are covered by super-
imposed penthouse roofs, but the superstructure above the inner cella is a truncated Nigara
Sikhara tower (plate 52).

With reference to the further evolution of the type of roof seen at Gop and in Kashmir,
Dr. Stella Kramrisch has aptly observed that it “did not lend itself to great development in
stone or brick buildings, due to the meagreness, 2s a plastic form, of the pent roof of laminated
boards”.7s In fact its use in pre-Solanki temples was apparently very limited; and when the
Nagara fikbara advanced to the forefront, the penthouse roof was subordinated to its soaring
mass, and relegated to the phdmsand coverings of the halls rather than the cella proper. It is seen
in that capacity in proto-Solanki temples of Gujarat such as the late eighth century Temple V1
at Roda,” the early tenth century Trinete§vara temple near Thin,” and the Siva temple of the
same period at Kotii in Kutch. In Rajasthan also it is found with the same function, as illustrated
by the superstructure of the closed hall of the Mahidvira temple (last quarter of the eighth cen-
tury) at Osid,® and the early ninth century principal shrine in the group of rock-cut temples at
Dhanmar.» After the tenth century the penthouse roof totally disappears from Western India.

Pseudo- Dravidian :

The temples of this sub-group have been mistaken for Dravidian ones primarily because their
phansand consists of courses of roll cornices. The latter, or &aporz, had been popular in South
India from very early times, and is almost always seen in the temples of the Chilukyas, the Pal-
lavas, the Pindyas, the Colas, and the Ceris. Aside from this accidental resemblance, however,
there is little in common between the two styles; hence the name here given.

7* Sec Sankalia, Arehosol. of Gujardt, p. 57.

74 Jbid,

8 See Kramrisch, The Hindu Temple, Calcutta 1946, I, p. 220.

76 U. P.Shah, Sculptures from Sdmaliji and Roda in the Barods Museum, 1950, ig. y1.

77 Cousens, “‘Somandtha”, pl. L1, For a similar roof at Kotai see Burgess, “Kithidwiad”, pl. LXIV. On the other hand the
oth cent. temple at Matodd shows it on the colla proper.

78 See D.R. Bhandarkar in Arcbarol. Survey, Amn, Rep., 1908-09, pl. XI(h).

9% The authors are deeply indebted to Shri Krishna Deva for this information.
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The sub-group may be further resolved into two series: those with plain tiers, and those whose
tiers are eariched by candraddli dormess. To the first belong the old temple standing on the east
side of Odadar village, temple no. 3 in the Gorakh-math group in the same vicinity, and the
Cimundi temple at Kinderkhedi (plate 9). The second series has three representatives: the old
temple at Visdvidi, the less well known temple of Rijal-Vejal at Juni Dhrevad near Dvarks
(plates 10, 11), and the Dhingeévara temple near Chiyi.

" Unlike South Indian practise, the roll cornice did not gain much favour in this region, and
50 never appears in its own right after the eighth century. An examination of the early Nigara
Sikbaras reveals its presence as their essential component, There, however, it has been dwarfed,
multiplied, and subordinated to the discipline of the whole design. How it came there will be
clarified below.

Sirpodbbaya :

The inverted cyma recta is the basic element of the pyramidal roofs in this sub-group. Two
principal varieties exist, the Suddba or pure, and the Sasighdta or composite.

The Suddha category may use either plain tiers, or tiers enriched by candradilis. To the former
belong nine buildings: the Siva temple at Boric, the Sun temple at Kinderkheds, the Sonkarh-
sari temple no. 5 (plates 12~14), the Afijani miti temple near Chayi, the smaller Siva temple at
$rinagara, the Khime$vara temple no. 7 (plate 1), the Sun temple at Pitd, the Odadar temple
no. 4 (plate 16), and the Chele$vara temple near Mehvisi (plate 17).

The enriched category has four representatives: the Bhinasara temple no. 3, the Sun temple
near Jhamari (plate 18), the Khime$vara temple no. 3 (plate 19), and the Pithadmiti temple at
Balej.

The composite, Sarighdta group is so called because the principal, inverted cyma recta
course alternates with a minor roll cornice. Here also there ate two possibilities, and in the first
the tiers are left plain (Cimundi mati temple near Bokhira, plate 20). In the other, the center
bay is accented by a Je#d “creeper” formed by intermeshing caitya arches. Examples may be seen
on the Sun temple at Pasnivadi and Temple no. 3 at Jarde§vara near Rindvav (plates 21, 22).
The Suvarnatirtha temple near Dvirks, and Sonkarsari no. 4 (plates 23, 24) stand midway
between the plain-tier Suddba and the enriched Sasighdta categories.

The furpa or inverted cyma recta suffered the same fate as the &spots in later ages, with one
notable exception. The central fdlz ot Jita of the enriched composite version was transmitted to
the Nigara fikbara design, to serve as its madhya laté or central spine.

VIMANAKARA

This is one of the most popular classes of Maitraka period temples, and includes some of the
lasgest examples in the territory. The typical superstructure is made up of storeys, fala, rising
one above another with a narrow recessed band, seheds, giving emphasis to the interval between
each pair. The tier itself consists of a roll cornice, the quadrantal curve of which is masked at
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the corners by karpakitas, miniature shrine replicas. This use of a roll cornice makes the class a
close cousin, in spite of different types of claboration, to the Pseudo-Drividian.

Generally the spire is topped by an dwalasiraka or “cogged-wheel stone”; in one case an
octagonal cupola, the Drivida fiéhara, is used instead.

Buildings of this class resemble the Viminas of the early Chilukya and Pallava temples of the
South, although influences from either side are not implied. The two observable sub-groups
may be called Pseudo-Dridvidic and Neo-Drividic. The former and stylistically earlier has a
more emphatic Drividian look. The latter, except for its two oldest examples, scems 2 partly
degenerate sequel, in which the karmakifas show both variation and simplification in their forms.

Psesdo-Dravidic :

The ten widely distributed monuments are: the Bhinasari temples nos. 2, § (plates 25, 26) and 6;
the old temple at Kalsar (plate 27); the Khime§vara temples nos. 1 (plate 32), 2, and §; the old
temple on the hillside at Miyini; the Bile§vara temple (plates 28-30); and the Sonkansiri
temple no. 1 (plate 32).

Neo-Dravidic :

Six examples have so far been identified, viz.: the Sun temple and Vindhyavisinl temple at
Stinagara; the old temple at Pindari; the Kilikd miata temple at old Dhrevad; the Camunda
temple at Degim; and the Bhagasara temple no. 3 (plates 33-36).

The historical contribution of the Viminikéra class, and particularly of the later phase of
its Neo-Drividic sub-group, was of great importance for the future. One aspect of its contribu-
tion will become apparent in the section immediately below.

SIKHARANVITA

A little later than the monuments of the Neo-Drividic group, 2 new trend of fat-reaching signi-
ficance appears on the horizon. Its most important aspect is the gradual transformation of the
superstructure into the Nigara fikbara form, prevalent thereafter throughout North India. The
necessary major changes are three, i. e.:

A condensation of the tiers or storeys into one total form.

A transmutation of the candrafili motif by a progressive coalescence into fila, lattice-work.

An integration of the corner aediculae, karnakitas, on each storey with those of the top
course, the “cogged-wheel stones”, bbiimi-kapdas. By this means the traditional silhouette
batter becomes curved, and so can be called vemwkods by analogy with the outline of a bent
bamboo.

Here the three sub-groups again illustrate successive stages of evolution, and so have been
termed Proto-Nigara, Eo-Nigara, and Easly Nigara.
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Proto-Ndgara:

Only one monument marking the transition between the Vimina and Nagara stages is known:
the ruined temple no. 1 in the Bhinasard group (plate 37).

Eo-Négara:

Here the fikbaras, although archaic and rudimentary, have the true Nigara look. All are lating
or ¢ka-Srigi, 1. e. single-spired. Silhouette variations distinguish between the pyramidal and the
curvilinear.

In the pyramidal series belong the Sun temple at Sttripidd and the Kotevara temple near
Kaldvad (plates 38, 39). Their fikharas still do not quite show the characteristic curvature of the
Nigara Jati. The latter has been achieved in two other buildings, the Sun temple at Akhodar and
the Sadevanta-Sdvalingi temple at Pachtar (plates 40, 41).

Early Néigara:

Here a further degree of evolution has led toward the crystallization and perfection of the
Nigara form. The designs may be cither ktina or fekbari, single or multitowered. They are
further separable into su-/dla and a-jéla categories depending on whether or not they use lattice-
work on the fikhara,

Single-towered examples with lattice-work are, in chronological series: the Magaderurh
temple at Dhardsanavel (plate 42), the temple alongside the Bhile$vara temple, the Miyini
temple no. z (plate 43), the Gane§a Derum at Ghumali (plate 44), and the Nandegvara temple
no. 4.

Single-towered examples without lattice-work are: the Rindal temple at Visivadi (plate 43),
the Nande§vara temple no. 5, temple no. 6 at Odadar, the Kilikd miti temple at Dhrisanvel
(plate 46), the Paficiyatana temples at Pachtar (plate 47) and near Miyani, the Miyini temples
nos. 3 and 4, and the Kanaksena Civadid’s temples at Vasai near Dvirka.

Multi-towered structures with lattice-work are represented by two known examples, the
Siva temple at Khimrind and the Bhimadeva) temple near Prici (plates 48, 49).

Multi-storeyed towers without lattice-work are known so far by three examples: the Son-
kamsiri temple no. 3, the Miyini temple no. 1 (plates 50, 51) and the Nandedvara no. 3.

Although the regional Nagara style was born and developed in Sauristra, it was supplanted
from about the mid teath century on by a kindred but superior style which had been fostered
in the neighboring tertitory of Northern Gujarat. This point will be dwelt on at some length
in the final section.

VALABHICCHANDAJA

Only one example has come down to us as an example of the valabbi, wagon-vault or keel-roof,
class (plate 55), Khimeévara no. 6. Others with oblong cella plans, which have lost their super-
structures, may originally have been crowned by valabbi. Normally temples harboring the Ten
Incarnations of Vispu or the Seven Mothers accompanied by Ganea and Vire§vara, required
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an oblong cella to accommodate their images; i. ¢. a plan type more suited to the age-old keel-
roof, known from at least Mauryan times, rather than a fikbara.

This class has left no progeny in our region, and indeed apparently disappeared after the
ninth century even in Kalinga, Central India, and Himachal Pradesh where earlier examples are
known. In South India, where it is known as féld fikbara, it retained its position uatil the late

mediaeval period as a superstructure to a gopwra in particular.
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Vi

CLASSIFICATION AND CHRONOLOGY

thn Cousens wrote his report, the geographical distribution of these monuments was
thought to extend between Siitrapida and Miyani; now it has been enlarged to cover
the area between Pindard and Kalsir. In the matter of style, also, a number of sub-varieties have
been recognized since Cousen’s time, as the foregoing section has demonstrated.

The monuments at Valabhi itself have vanished; nothing is left of the splendours of that
metropolitan architecture. Most of the extant shrines in Saurigtra are at village scale (except for
Ghumali, which was the seat of the Saindhavas, and Gop which probably was a district head-
quarters in carlier, Maitraka times). If these buildings fully represent the style prevalent in the
Maitraka period, and if we assume that Valabhi, too, revealed the same types, it is mote than
clear that the domain of superior art traditions lay outside the Maitraka homeland, i. ¢. in
Northern Gujarat, Réjasthian, and Central India. However, a more accurate assessment of this
statement must wait on the detailed analysis of monuments, given below according to the
classes discussed in the preceding section.

PHAMSAKARA
Gandharic

(1) Old Temple at Gop.

This building, situated some four miles east of the present village of Gop, a little south of
the River Vartu (which was called the Vartroi during the Saindhava period), at Jund Gop or
Jhind-viri Gop (Old Gop lat. 22, 1.75"; long. 69, 55.75 '), is by far the best known and most
often discussed of the early temples of Gujarat.

The building stands on a lofty terrace (jagati ot spapitha), which is square in plan plus an
extension on the eastern side (fig. 16). The sdndbdra shrine has lost its ambulatory walls, and its
basement is in ruins; the complex of opposed flights of steps that once led to the top of the
basement has long since disappeared. There is and was no proper mapdapa,; perhaps the base-
ment projection in front of the cella was intended as a substitute.

The jagati terrace, now in lamentable ruins, is elaborately embellished by a series of mould-
ings, enriched by carving and figural sculptures. Its original appearance, together with that of
the basement above, has been restored to scale in fig. 3, after a careful study of the best preserved
details, on the northern and southern sides.* In plan and elevation it was marked by several

80 ‘The illustration covers the pottion from a little beyond the center to the corner.
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slightly projecting buttresses, rathas. It is 63 feet 4 inches square; if the extension on the front
is included, the total length is 84 feet 4 inches.

The mouldings of the jagasi are, in ascending order (fig. 2a):

Three plain courses, progressively diminishing in height, called jamma, alankira-jagasi,
and #updna ;4

Kumnda, surmounted by ksepaga and padma;

Kaptha, surmounted by sirdbva-padma and its tip, topped by vdjana;

A wide pdda punctuated by pilastered niches, some of which originally contained figures;
Uttara, valabbi, and kapota.

Normally the sequence of mouldings would have stopped at this point, but the designer had 2
loftier concept. He probably had in reaching this level exploited the full repertory of mouldings
known in his time; and so achieved an additional height by repeating some of them in reduced
and simplified versions. These are:

Three narrow mouldings, vdjuna, kandbara, and kampa, as an interludes* Upon them
begins the second stage of the jagasi, with:

Janma and alankdra-fagati (omitting the updna);

A substitute for the kumuda, a sort of vrtta vijana;

Kampa, and a wide kaptha instead of padma;

Uttara and kapota, topping this second tier.

The third stage, omitting all previous courses, begins with:
Kaptha, followed by padma-vijana and kampa.

The total height of the jagati, made up of these 26 mouldings, is 11 feet 7 inches.

The pdda portion, or main frieze, of the fagati deserves careful study, since it repeats at lesser
scale the cross-section of the building’s interior. In the central bhadra panel one sees, as it were,
the deity within the cella, with door frame and pilasters. The adjoining recess corresponds to a
longitudinal section through the hall. Next, in the anwratha or pratiratha is seen a ghanadvdra o
sham door, with an il/jkdtorana (in miniature, the earlicst instance so far known). In the adjoining
recess the garbbagrha with its antardla vestibule is simulated. Now comes the pratikarga, with a
pilastered niche similar to that seen on the anuraths. Once again a recess follows, in which has
been carved a lengthwise section of a mapdapa porch with square pillars. The terminal karna at
the corner is treated like the bhadra, with slight variations in detail.

In the second stage of the jagati base, the recesses in the kentha frieze show simulated pillars
and doorways.

The figure sculptures, if preserved at all, are greatly eroded.

The extension of the jagati to the front has a number of unusual features. Access to the terrace
top was provided on north and south, rather than on the east, where one finds moonstones
(ardbacandras, or candrasilds; fig. 16). The two buttresses that project east from the jagati wall

8 Since the original ground was uneven, sloping toward the west, these courses were made progressively higher as one
proceeds westward. This enomaly, caused by unusual local circumstances, has nothing to do with the style, snd so this

feature has been omitted in the restoration.
82 For making the ttansition or take-over,
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were once provided with sdikd railings and a matfavirapa seat-back, as existing fragments
demonstrate. The flights of steps followed the directions of the arrows marked on the plan,
The masonry of these staircases has totally disappeared, save for a few fragmentary courses of
its pxoﬁle. wall on the north side. A duérapéla figure recovered during a recent clearing indicates
that originally each flight was flanked by a pair of such guardians.

Resting on the jaga#i, the adisthina or base of the building is 41 feet 4 inches square, plus the
extension on the east; broken by broad bkadra niches, karmas of the tri-phéland-wkta type, and
wide recesses between. The elevation comprises fewer mouldings than those of the terrace;
the sequence is:

Vajrakumbba; kampa; kantha; uttara; kapota; another kampa ; pida; valabbi; vifana, kapota;
and 2 crowning third £ampa.

The kaptha is decorated with simulated pillars and niches in miniature.

The main pada frieze is punctuated in each bbadra area by an arched niche with flanking at-
tendants (those on the west side still in situ). The niches themselves are vacant except on the
north, where a highly eroded Saiva (?) deity occurs. The niches that fill the £arpa areas at the
corners are also vacant except at the northwest, where another badly eroded figure, perhaps
Rama or Siirya, remains. The frieze along each of the recesses is enlivened by three pilastered
panels harboring pairs of playful gnomes, pramathas.

The valabhi hete is replaced by a band filled at some points with plain half-lozenges and
elsewhere with semicircles. The wtfara is enriched by a dog-tooth motif alternating with lotus
flowers.

The moulded wall of the ambulatory started just above the adigthina. A remaining fragment
shows that if the floor level inside were not taken into consideration, the exterior treatment
might have been thought of as a continuation of the adisthana. The tops of the bhadra niches, for
example, extend into this wall portion. The nature of the rest of the wall will perhaps never be
known. Cousens thought of it as pilastered, in the fashion seen at Bile§vara, which in turn
resembles those of the Sind s##pas at Thal Mir Rukin and Mirpur Khis.#s

The walls of the tall, square cylindrical cella are topped by kapota-gala and vdjana. Above is a
kaptha course in which simulated rafters’ ends are shown.

The dvibbiima phimsand superstructure over the cella is made up of two large, superimposed
penthouse roofs, separated by a vdjana and a kaptha. Both roof stages are embellished by large-
scale, prominently projecting dandrafild dormers, two on each side of the lower and one on the
upper. The latter enclose niches which were intended to shelter deities; a Ganesa is still found
on the west, and on the north is what Burgess refers to as “another Deva” % a seated goddess
in the ardbaparyaikdsana position, holding a staff-like object in her right hand, whom Shri
Krishna Deva has identified as 2 form of Pirvati. The phdrisand is topped by 2 quasi-conical
cwlika, interesting in that it is clearly the precursor of the candrikd found topping the dmalusiraka
of later temples. Here it is incomplete, since what must have been a kalafa surmounting it has
been lost.

The cella doorway was either simple from the start, or has been restored with plain members.

8 Cousens, ap.dif., p. 37. The upapitha of the recently excavated s/dpe at SAmallji in north Gujarat shows this same feature,
L+ Burgess, op. sit., p. 187.
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On one of its jambs are engraved scven Brihmi letters. The doorway is topped by a cddya formed
by a roll cornice.

Inside the cella are two images, locally called Rima and Laksmana, who are in fact Vignu
and Skanda respectively.’s Both wear a transparent dbo#f with the knot on the right side of the
waist. The hands of the Visqu are sadly mutilated, but the club and wheel in the upper pair are
still discernible, The damaged head wears an octagonal, bejewelled mwknfa, and is backed by a
lotus aureole. The two attendant females also have suffered mutilation. The Skaada is two-
armed, with the left hand resting on the hip and the right carrying a long spear. The face is
much eroded; the head is crowned by a kind of low jazdbhdra.

The affiliations and age of the Gop temple have been much discussed. Burgess, commenting
on the presence of the Brahmi letters on the doorway, observed:

“It is not easy to say what may be the age of these letters; but I am inclined to regard the
building as the oldest structure of the kind in Kathidwid and probably not later than the sixth
century; how much older J am not at present prepared to say... On the fragments of the base-
ment that remain are many curious dwarf figures like the gana we find on the caves of Bidimi,
and on the old Vaishnava temple at Aihole.”ss

It was, however, Cousens’ original remarks that initiated a chain of interesting discussions.
About the Gop type of temple he observes:»

“They have such a striking resemblance to the eatly shrines in Kiémir such as the old Sun
temple at Mirtand, of the middle of the eight century, that we can have little doubt that this
particular style was introduced from these northern valleys, probably by the Sun-worshipping
ancestors of the Mers whom we find occupying this part of Kithidwad. Standing out conspi-
cuously by its size and purity of style is the old ruined shrine at Gop which is thought to be the
oldest structure in Kithidwad. Though there are but the interior walls and the roof of the cella,
the latter is so markedly Kaémirian that there can be no doubt of its origin. .. Besides the stepped-
out pyramidal roof, with its prominent little window-like arched niches, another marked simi-
larity to the Kaémirian temples is found in the trefoil arches seen around the basement. This is
not seen again in Kathiawid unless it can be detected in the trefoil form given to the little arched
niches as seen on the roof of the temple of Strya at Sutripidi. The temple at Gop was not built
by prentice hands; expert masons and sculptors accustomed to this particular class of work,
must have been imported from the north for the building of this temple, and there could not
have been much interval of time between the northern shrines and this temple at Gop for any
question of modification to have crept in.”*

Commenting on Cousens’ views, Dr. Sankalia observes: “The Kashmirian analogy makes the
question of dating the Gop temple a little complex. Burgess thought it at least as old as the 6th
century A.D. and other writers have accepted his view. Now none of the present Kashmir
temples is older than the 8th century. And if the Gop-style came from the north as Cousens
thinks, its likely ‘source’ and time of coming should be examined in order to ascertain whether
it is s0... According to Cousens this style was introduced in south-western Kathizwir by the

85 Nanavati, J. M., ‘““The Temple at Gop™, Journal of the Saurarbira Researsh Society, 1, no. 3, Sept. 1957.

8 Burgess, op. ait,, p. 187, Cousens reiterates this theory with even greater emphasis in The Archiseciural Antiguities of
Western India, 1926, p. 13.
87 Cousens, ap, ¢it., p. 6.

36



ancestoss of the Mers. Unfortunately the history of this people is not at all clear. All the theories
aggress that the Mers came from North India, pethaps with the Hina chief Toramina, and a
section of them entered Kithidwir. But no theory says that they passed through Kashmir on
their way to India. So the kinship of the Gop temple with those of Kashmir through the Mers
remains unestablished... It is possible, however, that the style of ‘the angular roofed vihira of
Gandhiira’ which is supposed to have influenced the temple architecture of Kashmir might have
aldo influenced the temples of Kithiawar through Sind. This cultural contact may have been
brought about by Buddhism, which was prevalent in the western and north-western parts of
India, Kathidwir, Sind, the Panjab, and also Kashmir in the early centuries of the Christian era,
as has been shown by the finds of Buddhist monasteries in those places and previously attested
to by Hiuen Tsiang. Gandhiran influence may be also traced in the arched niches of the stiipa
walls at Mirpurkhis, beside that in the pillars there. It is, therefore, not unlikely that the same
influence may have further penetrated Kithidwir and brought about a change in the existing
style of architecture, of which the temple at Gop is a surviving example... But the Gandhiran
influence should not be relied on too much. In the case of the Gop temple the only change
which is wrought seems to be in the shape of the roof. The native dome-like sikhara was made
stepped and angular, as described above. With regard to the second point of similarity between
the Kashmir and the Gop temple, namely the arched niche containing figures on the basement
of the courtyard, it must be said that the similarity ends with the motif only. At Gop there is no
trefoil; the sides of the niche are quite perpendicular, whereas Kashmir directly imitated Gan-
dhira... Instead of the Kashmirian analogy we may accept the Gandhdran for what it is worth.
If the stiipa at Mirpurkhis be dated in the 4th or sth century A.D. on the evidence of the style
of its sculpture, etc., the same date may be fixed for the Gop temple. In any case the latter cannot
be placed earlier than the Uparkot caves at Junigadh, because though the caitya-window orna-
ments at both the places are similar, as pointed out before, still this ornament at Junigadh seems
to be earlier as it has retained the vedikid motive which at Gop is lost, showing thereby that the
Gop temple belongs to a later phase of its evolution, and may be assigned, hence, to the sth
century A.D., that is, a century earlier than that fixed by Burgess.”’

Commenting on both earlier views, S.K. Saraswati has observed:%

“On the evidence of the shape of the basement arches in the Gop temple Sankalia hesitatingly
suggests a Gandhiran influence through Sindh. But this view also can not be pressed strongly,
as the fundamental elements of the design and composition of the Gop temple have hardly any
parallels in the Gandhiran monuments. In our opinion the two major features in the composi-
tion of the Gop temple, followed also in several other monuments of the region cvidently of this
class, are the situation of the sanctum within a covered ambulatory and the stepped arrange-
ment of the roof, Of the first a parallel may be recognised in the plan of what has been designated
as the storeyed type of Gupta temples. On this analogy the stepped arrangement of the roof in the
Gop temple may, perhaps, be considered as but a slightly different expression of the storeyed
conception of the superstructure in the Gupta temple. The bold and emphatic steps in the roof
of the temple at Gop resemble, though in a less pronounced manner, the storeys in receding
stages, characteristic of the composition of the roof in the Gupta temple, and lend a plausibility

* Sankalia, 1.1, op. afit., pp. 57~59.
% Sareswati, S. K., op. ¢it,, pp. 584-85.
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to the suggestion made above. The appearance of chaitya arches as gables on the roof is very
old and may be traced back to the days of Bhirhut. There is no necessity, heace, to draw upon
the doubtful Kashmirian analogy. Cousens has further noticed certain analogous features in the
temple at Gop and in what he describes as ‘eatly Dravidian temples’ at Aihole and Pattadakal;
but he regards them as ‘purely accidental’. To our mind, however, such anslogies are of greater
import with regard to the affiliations of the Gop temple, particularly in view of the fact that an
almost identical plan also characterises the early temples of Deccan. Here also among the dif-
ferent shapes of the superstructures we have both the storeyed as well as the stepped arrange-
ment. Such temples are approximately contemporary to the temple at Gop and both may be
considered to be but slightly different expressions of the same conception.”

Before examining the views put forward by the aforementioned two authorities, recent
observations of Shri Soundara Rajan may be considered. “The temple at Gop which appears to
be one of the earliest structural temples in Saurashtra shows many interesting features. The
temple is datable to mid 7th century A.D....» The spire combines the pyramidal and the barrel-
shaped features producing a form which while certainly appearing to be a gable-ended roof, is
of course not functionally a gabled or multiple roof as Percy Brown mistook it to be.s* Unlike
the Sankarachary and other temples at Kashmir, with which Percy Brown classes it as a gable-
roof temple, it has no overhanging storey nor a structurally knit gable projection. Indeed, the
Caitya dormer is in reality an embeilishing motif to relieve the pyramidal plainness of it...”s
“This style has not been in any way influenced by Kashmir gable roof idiom which implies
direct borrowal from wood architectural specimens in which lightness, slopey roof and height
are of significance from a geographical and climatic point of view, to ward off heavy snowfall
and short wintry days with little sunlight inside structures...”™1 On the other hand its fikbara
has a common link with the Aihole temple $ikbara with only this difference that while the latter
had shown a recessed plan, here it is a plain square plaq, It is an almost exact rendering in three
dimensions of one of the fikhara types shown in relief on either side of the Visvakarma cave
fagade at Ellora—a design which is also seen on the Agpota frieze of the main entrance of Deo-
garh temple.”+

Mr.Douglas Barrett in an atresting article on a thurible cover from Waziristan incidentally
brings in the Gop temple for comparison.ss

“The origin and date of the Gop fikhara have long exercised scholars. Comparison with
Kashmiri monuments of the cighth ceatury A.D. and later is not helpful, though such few ele-
ments as they share may suggest a common origin. That more examples of the Gop type of
$ikhara probably existed, and that in the ‘Gandhira’ area, is evident from the British Museum
thurible. The distinctive features of the thurible are the use of the heavy dmalaka below the
Gop-type finial, and the superimposed dmalakas at the corners. Nevertheless, it comes closer to
Gop than any surviving temple fiksara. The date of Gop favoured by scholars vaties between
the fifth and sixth centuries A.D. Recently a radio-carbon test of wood from a beam in the wall
of the fikhara has given a date about A.D.ss50. If we accept a standard deviation of -+ 150

#° Soundars Rejan, K. V., op. éir., p. 2.

ot Ihid., p. 2.

o Ibid,, p. 2.

93 Ibid,, p. 4. %4 Ibid,

% Barrett, Douglas, “A Thurible Cover from Waziristan™, Tbe Brifish Musoxm LOxarterly, XXI11, no. 3-4.
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years for the Calcutta equipment, this will yield a two-thirds probability of A.D.400 to 700.
The form of the caitya windows, however, with their voluted finials suggests a comparison with
post-Gupta fragments from Miirti in the Salt Range and with such monuments at the Vi$vakarmi
Cave at Elura. This, together with the fairly elaborate articulation of the basement walls of the
pradakshindpithd would indicate a seventh century A.D. date for Gop, and probably for the
three thutible covers.”s

‘ The general consensus is against the theory of Kashmirian origin; as we have scen, Sankalia
and Barrett argue that the apparent similarities to temples in Kashmir may be due to a2 common
source, Gandhdra. Saraswati and Soundara Rajan, however, are inclined to stress affiliations
with Aihole monuments. Examination of this latter theory has been reserved for our last section,
since a number of temples beside Gop are involved. It may be said here at least that the bold
penthouse roof theme, the functional utility of which is negligible in Saurastra, is clearly exotic
and points to the northwest rather than the south.

The controversial views held on the date of the temple need a deeper probe. Dr. Sankalia’s
proposal to asctibe it to the fifth century by analogy with the s#dpa at Mirpur Khis is untenable
on two grounds. First, the s#4pa has been shown to have affinities with the stzpa at Simaliji,
and consequently should be dated in the fourth century, not the fifth. Secondly, the parallels
between it and the Gop temple are too few and unemphatic to suggest contemporaneity. The
overall impression resulting from the comparison is that Gop is later. A dating to the mid
seventh century, on the other hand, seems a trifle too late. The simulation of timber construction
in the roof is an early feature; while the form of the roof candrasdlés points— disregarding certain
minor advances—to Uparkot. Careful stylistic criticism, aided by epigraphy, can furnish more
accurate dates than the radio-carbon method. The time locus of Gop may be fixed on the fol-
lowing grounds:

1) The Brihmi letters carved on the jambs of the cella cannot be satisfactorily deciphered,
since the characters are local variations of the provincial script. Even so their general structure
recalls the mannerisms of the sixth century.”

2) Although the typical Gupta decorations are lacking on this temple, its jagasi has a basic
similarity to that of the Gupta temple at Deogarh; though aside from its regional peculiarities
the Gop building is more elaborate. The Deogarh date is now assumed to be about the first
quarter of the sixth century; the Gop temple may be some decades later.

3) The frieze of dwarfs recalls the ones of Cave 11T at Badimi (c2. A.D.578) and of the
inner sanctum of the Durgi temple at Aihole (now placed around A.D.650).»

4) The mouldings of the niche that shelters Jhambhala in the recently excavated vihira at
Sirpur show a strong family likeness with those of the jagati at Gop, in spite of geographical
remoteness, ' This vihdra, according to epigraphic evidence, was built in the time of the Pindu-

9 The thurible covet illustrated by Barrett 18 moulded like an sedicule of an archaic Nigara éikhara rather than of s

phirksand, since bbémi-dmalakas ate present. Ln fact the cover comes nearer in conception to the fikhara of the Sun Temple
at Akhodar (our Plate 40). ) '

7 This is the considered opinion of Shri Krishna Deva as well as of Dr. H.G. Shashtri.

9 “Bas reliefs of Badami™, Mew. of the Archesol, Survey of India, no. 25, pl. XV, b.

% Brown, Percy, fadian Architecturs ( Buddbist and Hindu Periods), second ed., Bombay, 1945, pl. XXXIIII, fig. 2. There
is & general agreement among scholars that the Durgd temple should be placed after the Mahikutcévara and the Male-
gitti Sivilaya,

190 Dikshit, M. G., Herérage of Indian Ars, 11, Sirpur and Rajim Yesmples, Bombay, 1960, pl. 51,
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vaméi king Mahasivagupta-Bilirjuna of South Koéala, who flourished during the late sixth and
early seventh centuries.

5) A similar resemblance may be detected between the niche of the archaic prabira (vimina
vedikd) of the well known Laksmaga temple at Sirpur and those of the Gop jaga#l. The former
was built by Visti, mother of the afore-mentioned king Mahidfivagupta, and so its date has
been assigned to around A.D.6oo.t

6) The figures of Vignu and Skanda, the pratibira, Parvati in the candrafdlé, and the Gana
images are not in the best Gupta style, but point rather to its end phase.

All these factors taken together seem to favor the last quarter of the sixth century as the
most probable date for the construction of the Gop temple. The further question of its dedica-
tion is difficult to answer. The temple has been thought to be sacred to the Sun God, but no
substantiating evidence is known. The door frame whose tutelary image would have been a key
to the cult image within is now empty. The candrafdld on the second tier of the eastern front is
severely damaged, and the figure inside, which also might have thrown some light, has disap-
peared. The absence of a pithikd within the cella does not favor the possibility of any sdkdra
cult image being in possession of the temple. At the same time the Vignu and Skanda images
in the cella are large and of the kind meant to be worshipped, rather than being merely members
of the bhiigana devatd category.ro* In fact they are too large to fit into the cardinal niches of the
adhisthina. Their connection with this temple is indeed uncertain.

In the adbisthana itself only two out of the original ten images are in situ. If the one in the
northwest corner is Ritma, one might suspect that the remaining nine niches were occupied by
the other nine incarnations of Visnu. A mutilated figure still standing in the southern bhadra
niche of the adbisthdna, if it be Vaisnava, would strengthen this conjecture. But the presence of
the Skanda, who belongs to the Saiva pantheon, would then remain unexplained. A /Jirigs of
uncertain age lies some distance east of the temple; so the possibility of the dedication being
originally a Saiva one cannot be ruled out.

(2) Old Temple, Kadvir.

The Kadvir building cannot be placed unequivocally in the Gop group since the original
design of its migsing superstructute is unknown. It has been selected to follow the Gop descrip-
tion for two reasons: the covering of its ambulatory is made up of penthouse roof members;
and secondly it possesses sculptural remains that aid in assigning it a date. Since a number of
early temples that lack figural or inscriptional data possess the Kadvir type of adbisthina, the
question of their age involves the date of the Kadvir monument.

Kadvir (i.e. Kadwar; Lat, 20°, §1°; Long. 70°, 26.75’) is situated some seven miles
southeast of Prabhis Pitan. The village is about two furlongs away on the south side of the
main road leading to Stitrdpidi. The temple is located toward the west end of the village and is
visible from a distance. ’

On plan it is an oblong sdndhira prasida with a constricted closed hall and an unusual,

1ot Knishna Deva, “Laksmana Temple at Sirpur”, Jour, of the Madbya Pradesh Itibas Parishad, no, 2, 1960.
103 The helief that this temple might have been sacred to Strya has no advocates today.
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recessed and bisected parfva-mapdapa, lateral porch, on either side, which does not encompass
the entrance to the closed hall (fig. 22).10s

Unlike the Gop temple, this one has no spapitha; the adbisthina lacks niches and recesses,
and the mouldings are fewer. These simplifications give it a different look, but the fundamentals
are essentially similar. The entrance is flanked on either side by a plain pilaster bearing a A#rsti-
mukha mask (plate 59) of the type seen at Ajantd.«+ In the neighborhood of each pilaster is seen
a blind, box-type grille filled with stylized lotus lowers. The dwarf pillars of the parfva-mapdapas
rest on ah archaic short vedikd. The spaces between these pillars wete once filled with grilles,
now extant only on the eastern side of the Ddrsva-mapgdapa to the left as one enters the temple
(fig. 71). These grilles look like wooden boards relieved by one perforated course of large
beaded circles, filled with vigorously rendered lotus flowers.os

The nave of the closed hall is delimited by four tall, plain square pillars. Two other pillars
have been inserted later to give extra support.is In the northern and southern walls of the hall
one finds a deep niche crowned by a firasenaka pediment. The cella is ablong and possesses an
ornate paficaldkha, five-fasciae door-frame comprising: a ratnalikhd; a plain ripastambba with
round lafmnaka; tdtikd and padma; an uncarved fikhd followed by a béhyatdkbi bearing leaves;
and another uncarved {dkbd. o7 The wtardriga architrave shows five panels, each crowned by a
phdnmsand. These last shelter seated figures of Sirya, Brahmi, Visau, Siva, and Candra. Visnu
also appears as the lsldta-biniba, tutelary image, at the center of the door lintel; while above
him on the saubhdpapatta is Ganesa.’® The walls of the cella as well as of the whole sanctum
are featureless.

The Kadvir temple presents some interesting problems with regard to its dedication, date,
and the nature of its original supesstructure. On these points Cousens observed:

“It is now dedicated to Variha avetdra, or the boar incarnation of Vishau; but from the
unusual shape of the shrine, which is a long rectangle instead of a square, we may conclude that
it originally contained all the ten principal avatdras ranged upon the seat along the back wall
opposite the door. Both within and without the building are fragments of some of these, among
them being that of Vimana or the dwatf, and of ParaSurdma with his bow and sheaf of ar-
rows...» It would have been very interesting to have known how the builders ran up the
Sikbara and finished it off on the oblong rectangular plan, possibly on the same lines as that of
Bile$vara with fewer and heavier courses...i* The fikhara of the shrine was of the same early
type as that of the large temple at Bile§vara, but nearcr in point of time, perhaps, to the old
temple at Gop and the oldest shrine at Visavida...'* A sure sign of the great age of the temple
is the image of the river goddesses Gangi (Ganges) and Yamuni (Jumna) standing one upon
cither side of the shrine doorway at the bottom.” 12

o1 Cousens, op. ¢it., pl. XXXIIIL

194 Rupam, 1920, no. 1, fig. 5.

103 Cousens, op. ¢if., pl. XXIX.

208 Shown by Cousens; omitted in our plan.

197 Cousens, op. ¢, pls. XXXII and XX XTIV,

108 Ag Sankalia has noticed, Ganeda has been relegated to a subsidiary position here.
192 Cousens, op. &1, p. 38.

1o Jbid., p. 39.

11 Ibid, p. 39.

112 Jhid., p. 39.
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Cousens’ observations may now be scrutinized in the light of a fresh examination of the
temple.

As Cousens thought the building was surely a Da$avatira temple; but the evidence for this
surmise is mote complex than he supposed. The two figures which be pointed out as members
of the original ten, Vimana and Parafurima, (actually 2 Rima), belonged instead to a very large
parikara, image frame; shown restored in Fig. 36 on the basis of Cousens’ sketches and personal
examination of the fragments. When entire this must have been some seven feet in height,
inclusive of its pediment. It must have contained a “life-sized” image of some deity; who?

Owing to the presence of an old image of Variha within the cella, the building has been
popularly known as a Variha temple. This figure is a little too small for the parikara in question,
though contemporaneous with the building.t12 The present black stone parikara with which it
is framed is not earlier than the eleventh century. It is clear that there was once another black
stone Vardha, for its legs are still in the cella, along with a suppliant Sega; and this fragment
fits perfectly into the later black parikara.

The conundrum of the two parikaras may be solved when it is realized that the older frame
must have been designed for an almost life-sized early Variha image. The jambs carry various
avatdra figures. The left jamb, as we face it, shows Matsya,’'+ Nrsimha, Vimana, and Buddha;
the right, Kiirma, Para§urima, Rama, and Balarima. The ninth incarnation, probably Kalki,
must have been in the niche at the center of the pediment. Apparently, though the temple was a
Dafivatira dedication, a special prominence was given to the Variha incarnation. When
Mahmiid of Ghazni invaded Prabhasa in A.D. 1026, he must have descended on this temple as
well, since it lay on his route, The installation of a new Variha image, the figure in black stone,
must have taken place after his departure. This incidentally points to the fact that in the eleventh
century, too, Variha was given more prominence than the other incarnations. Except for Cous-
ens’ Parafurima, a bust which may be Rima or even Balarima, no other early images of the
other avatdras exist."'s

While Cousens’ belief that the Kadvir temple must have been near in time to the old temple
at Gop is quite acceptable, it is difficult to agree with his suggestion about the type of superstruc-
ture that once covered its oblong cella. This superstructure—if indeed the builders ever raised
one-—could hardly have been of the Bile§vara type, since the latter does not fit an oblong plan.
True, at Kalsir there is a storeyed pyramidal spire over an oblong; but the plan is closer to a
square than at Kadvir. The superstructure that would have been fitting is the valabbi, the wagon-
vault type which occurs in a number of slightly later monuments in other parts of the country,
and was indeed habitual for oblong structures.

As to the problem of date, Cousens’ citation of the location of Gangi and Yamuni figures at
the bottom of the door jambs is inconclusive, since this practise persisted right up to the end
of the Solanki period. In fact late texts like 1'dstuvidya (early twelfth century) and Apardjitaprechd
(late twelfth century) still recommend their representation there.!16

13 Ihid,, pt. XXXV.
11+ Jhid,; our fig. 36.
s fhid,

116 “Kdlindt vmaékhiydich daksine ca-iva Jhinhvi”: vide the Apardjitaprechd, 132, 4. A similar statement is made in the
Vastuvidyd,

42



Other stylistic factors, however, reinforce Cousens’ attribution. The penthouse roof with its
projecting dormers is less elaborate and bold than at Gop. The look of the figure sculptures
on the architrave, and the hair style and ornaments of the Variha image, still reveal Gupta
idioms, though at the fag end of the style. Thus the building is likely to have been erected a
generation of 8o later than the Gop temple, probably in the first quattet of the seventh cen-
mry‘l 17

(3) Giyatri Temple, Pasndvadi.

Pasnivadd (i. e. Pasnawira; Lat. 20° §5.50°; Long. 70°, 33.25 ) is a small village situated
some fifteen miles east of Prabhis Pitan, and eight miles beyond Kadvir. About two miles
southeast of the village stands the old temple, now dedicated to Giyatri devi but once very
probably to Siva (plate 52). The building is a sdndhdra example, facing east, and with its closed
hall is rectangular in plan (fig. 28). Sometime in the Solaki period a plain rasigamapdapa (now
int ruins) was added to it. The original structure measures 39 feet 8 inches by 26 feet 2 inches.

The adbisthina comptises: a padma; a wide pada, followed by an sttara carved with semi-
circles and an ambuja bearing dog-tooth and lotus motifs; a large kapota; a ksepapa; and finally
a plain pattikd. The basement is punctuated by two deep niches on the western side, and three
each on the northern and southern. Each niche is crowned by a bi-striated phdnisand where a
roll cornice is prominent.

The exterior walls of the building are plain, with a small vdfena at the top. It is, however,
relieved by grilled windows, one on the rear and two along each side wall. The three in the
ambulatory are simple ones formed by vertical and cross bars; the two in the closed hall are
“box-type” with individual motifs, geometrical, floral, or animal, placed in the nine “boxes”.

The phdnisand roof over the ambulatory, continued also over the gudhamandapa, consists of
seven tiers decorated with candrasdlds. Each tier is a penthouse roof. The increase in the number
of tiers, their stylistic deterioration, and the advanced form of the candraésli motif, point to the
lateness of this temple in comparison to Gop. The cella is crowned by a plain, truncated Nigara
fikbara, over which have been placed a ciilikd and a kalufa, stylized vase (plate 53). The form
of the c#likd is also degenerate when compared to the bold and shapely version that tops the
Gop Sikbara.

Inside, a plain square cella that originally had the Nine Planets on its «t/ardrdga, now shelters
strange, non-iconic pieces of carved stone worshipped as Giyatri mitd. The circular karofaka
ceiling of the closed hall is supported on eight faceted pilasters: an octagonal feature that
foreshadows the conventions of Solanki period temples. The central padmasilé, or lotus pendant,
is the earliest of its kind so far known."

On the evidence of Sttripidi and other monuments to be discussed below, the date of this
temple seems 0o earlier than the beginning of the eight century.

117 Shei Krishna Deva arrived at this conclusion while surveying the building, Dr. U, P.Shah, as well, does not consider
the sculptures as caclier than ca. A.D.6oo.

118 Nanavati, J.M. and Dhaky, M. A., “The Ceilings in the Temples of Guijarat”, Bl of the Muscum and Picisre Gallery,
Baroda, 1922, fig. 3,a.
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Psendo- Dravidian :
A. Spire with plain tiers:

(1) Old Temple at Odadar.

Odadar (i. e. Adodar Lat. 21°, 35'; Long. 69°, 40.5 ") is located some seven miles southeast
of Porbandar. Its “old temple” stands east of the village, in an area of memotial stones
and chapels. The building is a plain, square, mono-celled structure without porch or ambu-
latory facing east. The plain walls show valebbi and minor &apota at the top. The caturbhima
phénisand above the cella consists of undecorated tiers with quadrant curves and is topped by an
dmalasiraka.

The dedication is uncertain.

(2) Temple no. 4, Odadar.

About a furlong further east from the “old temple” stands an old two-storeyed house,
beyond which one finds a group of five ancient temples and a few modern chapels inside a
dilapidated rubble enclosure, The site is called Gorakhamatha after a modern shrine to Gorak-
hanitha that it contains. The old temples form two irregular rows, facing each other; three
facing east and two west.

Out of the five, only no. 4 belongs to the class in question. It is smaller than the “old temple”
and meagrely detailed, and recently has been thoroughly coated with cement plaster. The
phansand consists of four diminishing tiers surmounted by an dmalasiraka.

(3) Cimundi mitd temple at Kinderkheda.

Kinderkhedd (or Kinderkhera: Lat. 21°, 48.25"; Long. 69°, 33.75’) possesses two old
temples: the smaller now dedicated to Cimungi miti and the larger to Rindal, the consort of
the Sun God. The village is situated about twelve miles northwest of Porbandar. The Sun
temple stands in the fields near the eastern outskirts; while the other is more than a furlong
southwest of it.

The building, which faces east, consists of a plain square sanctum with a half-open porch
supported by four simple dwarf square pillars (plate g; fig. 13). The sanctum is covered by a
paticabbima phanisand, followed by a square ved7 and a short dmalasiraka. The kalata pinnacle
seems to be of later date. The porch possesses a dapdacchddya above the lintels, and a sloping roof.
The pediment of the latter has a niche with a badly eroded image.

On the whole this temple seems to be relatively late in comparison with the preceding two.

B. Spire with decorated tiers:

(1) Old Temple, Visivida.

Visivddd (or Visawira: Lat. 21°, 46.25°; Long, 69°, 27') is situated some sixteen miles
northwest of Porbandar along the seaboard. Among the numerous temples in and around the
village, three belong to pre-Solanki days. The Siva temple is about half a mile to the south; the
Rindal temple stands a short distance northeast of the village, beside an artificial lake; and still
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further, about half a mile away, is located the “old temple”, locally known as Sadkhaderurh
owing to the fancied resemblance of its spire to a conch shell (plate 10).

The ruined cella rests on an equally dilapidated adbigfbdna. If the building was originally of
the sdndbdra prdsida type, with a walled ambulatory around the cells, the passage for circum-
ambulation must have been extremely narrow. The hall has disappeared completely, leaving
only two large square sockets in the cella where its joists were held, and a triangular scar on the
fronton of the spire where its roof was set in. The cella is plain, vacant, and lacks a ceiling,
so that the corbelled construction of the spire is exposed.t# At the top of its walls run such
moulding courses as salabhi, kapota, kgspana, and a second, slightly larger Aapota.

The cella’s phdnisand roof consists of four diminishing tiers decorated with heavy candrafdlds
in the sequence of 4, 3, 2, and 1. The one on the topmost tier is flanked by half dormers, and so
forecasts the future trend where a trefoil becomes the predominant theme on all tiers, so as to
form a mesh of lattice-work. In between the tiers are recessed courses of dentils. On top is an
dmalasiraka, lacking its upper half and finial. The volume of the cella is perfectly balanced by the
handsome proportions, the clear form, and the simple but well conceived decoration of the
caitya dormers of the phdmsand.

'The adbisthdna courses rise in the sequence vajrakumbba (), updna, kumnda, kampa, kandbara,
valabhi, and kapota (fig. 4d). Except for slight changes it is very similar to that at Kadvir, though
less high; the two buildings must be contemporaneous.

(2) Réajal-Vejal mitd Temple, Old Dhrevad.

Juni Dhrevad (or Dhrewir Juni: Lat. 22°, 9'; Long. 69°, 5') lies in the same old Okha-
mandala region of Sauristra as Dvirka. It is a deserted village with two shrines: the larger, inan
acacia thicket, is now dedicated to Kiliki miti, and the other is sacred to the local deified saints
Rajal and Vejal (plate 11).

The plain walls of this single-celled shrine are topped by a set of four mouldings, valabbi,
vdjana, sirdbvapadma, and kapota. The tribhiima phdwisand has its three tiers embellished with
candra$ilds in the order of 3, 2, and 1. Unlike Visivida, these are discretely spaced, each being
filled with a lotus in full bloom. The second tier is considerably smaller than the first; between
the tiers both a kagtha and a vdjana are inserted. This treatment loses the compactness of the
Visavagdi version. Above the phdnsand is a short vedi and a grivd. The latter, curiously, holds a
square cupola with the dormer motif on all sides, and a penthouse roof. In spite of these varia-
tions from Visivada the two are certainly close in time, since the basic forms of the roll cornice
and of the caitys, dormers, are identical.

(3) Dhinige$vara temple near Chiyi.

About two furlongs east of the soda-ash factory at Porbandar (Lat. 21°, 41.25’; Long. 69°,
38.75') is located the old temple of Dhifigevara, rising from a marine rock formation. The
building (not illustrated) is & simple squate cell with a partially renovated porch. The plain walls
are surmounted by a course of valabbi and kapota. The phamsand consists of four tiers decorated
by candrasilds ; these last follow the unusual order 4, 4, 2, and 1. Above is 2 short ved/ supporting
a very small, archaic dmalasiraka. The profile of the phdrisand is unusually obtuse.

€19 This is similar to what one finds at Gop.
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Sarpodbbava Group :

Suddha (*pure”), Type 1 (with plain tiers):
(x) Siva temple, Borica.

Borici (or Boricha: Lat. 21°, 43.75'; Long. 69°, 40’) is a small village located some six
miles north of Porbandar. On its south side, in the fields, stand the old Siva temple, facing east,
and another shrine facing north, dedicated to the Saptamittkds. In the village, near an old wall,
lie the foundation courses of a sdndhira temple which has otherwise disappeared, except for a
renovated cella.

The Siva temple was also originally a sindhira building with a closed hall, all laid out on a
rectangular plan (Plate 12). At present nothing remains but a plain square cella with a pbdnisand
roof. The #rifdkhi doorway has lost its architrave, which has been replaced by a2 wood lintel. The
jambs are carved with lotus leaves and bakala-mdld garlands.

Inside the cella a /irige has been placed; it may not be original. The gerbbamuda ceiling has
disappeared, thus exposing the corbelled construction of the roof.

The pyramidal roof over the cella consists of four tiers: the top one decorated on all four
sides with a central candrasdli. A now mutilated dmalasiraka supported by a grivd tops the last
tier. The general style of the roof, together with the form of candraddls, suggest that this building
may be the earliest of its sub-group.

(2) Sun temple, Kinderkheda.

The Sun temple is a sdndbira prdsdda which is oblong on plan, exclusive of its g@dbamandapa
closed hall and the mukbamandapa porch (fig. 27a; plate 13). It faces east. The shrine walls are
severely plain except for a blind grille fixed on either side of the closed hall. Both these grilles
have the same design: three rows of full-blown lotus flowers, each of which is bordered by 2
beaded circle or semicircle (plate 65).)% Ratna lozenges fill the intervals between the circles.
The dwarf pillars of the mukamandapa are of the plain square order, Rucaka, with simple farariga
roll brackets.

Inside, four large, free-standing squate pillars support the hall roof. A pair of pilasters
corresponding to the last ones are seen attached with the wall of the hall and that of the cella
proper. Cousens stated erroncously that these pillars are without a base; in fact they have the
kbumbikd base found also in such buildings as the Vardha temple at Kadvir.

The cella is square and plain, and the doorway is simple. A stone table for offerings, baii-
Ditha, stands just in front of the doorway. It seems to be of later workmanship, for the lateral
faces of its top slab are carved with three pairs of cocks, the stewards of the dawn, in addition to
leaf decorations. These birds seem to indicate that the temple was dedicated to the Sun god, at
least at a later period. In fact the cella does shelter defaced images of the Sun and his consort
on a pithikd, though these two may postdate the original dedication.

Since the slabs that formed the garbbamsda ceiling over the cella have disappeared, the
underside of the corbelled supetstructure is visible. The mukbamandapa has lost its roof. Over
the cella rises a phdmsand in four diminishing tiers crowned by an dmalasiraka, the last only

13¢ The same paticen is observable on a band on a pilaster near the east door of the Mukhalifigarh temple (see Barrett, D,,
Heritage of Indian Art, 11, Mukbalingam Temples, Bombay, 1960, pl. 16). This building 1s datahle to the carly 8th century.
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partially preserved. The long, sloping roof of the hall looks like a large pent-house roof covered
by a flat pidbina phalaks, and abuts the fronton of the cella spire. The ambulatory around the
cella and the aisles of the hall are covered by long, sloping stone slabs laid like wooden planks,
Those over the southern aisles have for the most part disappeared.

(3) Sonkarhsir] temple no. 8, Ghumali.

"Ghumali (or Gumali: Lat, 21°, 53'; Long. 69°, 46.75 ), the ancient Bhitdmbiliki or Bha-
milakd, was the capital of the Saindhavas and Jethavis. A short distance southeast of the city
ruins, about 4oo feet above ground level, stands a group of old temple buildings with a few
very late funeral chapels and memorial stones; locally named, after a legendary lady, Sonkarhsiri’s
temples.:s* There is 2 small, artificial, featureless tank alongside. The buildings are divided into
two main groups, of which the three largest temples, nos. 1-3, in the west row face cast. In the
irregular, opposite row, two old temples, nos. 4 and s, face west, while a late Solaski period
shrine to Vignu (no. 6), faces north. No. 7, a very small old temple, is still further to the east;
and beyond it no. 8 is located in a thicket of babul trees, facing west.

With its closed hall it is oblong on plan (fig. 12a; plate 14). It has an adbigthdna base enriched
by updna, kumuda, and kapota courses. The walls are plain except for a small vasuntapattikd band
carved with plain leaves.

Above the cella is a phassand roof in seven tiers, here separated by a gela motif. The hall is
surmounted by a phasisand comprising four pent-house roof tiers, and topped by a pidhdna
phalaka, As at Kinderkhedi the height reached is one tier lower than that of the phamisand over
the cella; and the hall roof abuts the cella spire. The tiers on the fronton of the cella roof are
decorated with candrafilis.

The interior is plain throughout. The beautiful corbelled construction over the hall is ex-
posed to view, and was perhaps so from the beginning (plate §6).

(4) Adjani mitd temple, Chaya.

The ald temple now called Afijani miti is situated some three miles east of Porbandar, south
of the suburb Chiyi, in the neighborhood of a later Jideévara temple where a fair is held an-
nually on Mahagivaritri day. The monument in question is similar in plan and elevation to the
Sun temple at Kinderkhedd, except that it lacks a mukbamapdapa and is in general both ill-pro-
portioned and ruinous.

The doorway to the gudbamandapa closed hall preserves a fragmentary dapdachadya (corrugated
awning) above. Some of the Rucaka type interior pillars have bbita or kwmdra caryatid brackets.
Unlike Kinderkhedi, the northern and southern walls of the hall have pilasters at intervals.

The covering of the hall is lost, but that over the cella recalls the Kinderkhedd Sun temple.

The shrine as a whole is 22 feet 2 inches wide and 33 feet 7 inches long, and faces east (not
iltustrated). Its original dedication is not known.

(s) Temple no. 3, Stinagara.

Srinagara (or Sirinagar: Lat. 69°31.5’; Long. 21°43.25 "), traditionally held to have been
the first capital of the Jethavi princes of Porbandar, is situated some 12 miles northwest of that

13! Burgess, op. 4it., pl. XLVIIL.
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city. About two furlongs east of the village there is an old group of four temples within an
enclosure; and a little over a furlong to the west of the village is a large isolated shrine, now
dedicated to Vindhyavisini. In the former group the oldest and largest, no. 1, said to be dedi-
cated to Siirya, faces east. No. 2z, a small Saptamitrki shrine in front of it, is oriented to the
north. A little distance away an old Siva temple, no. 3, faces east. Alongside no. 1 is another
Siva temple, no. 4, of later date.

No. 3 is a sdndbdra building on a square plan. The roof over the ambulatory is flat. The
stepped spire above the cella was originally of the Kinderkhedi type, but like the building as a
whole has been extensively restored.

(6) Khime§vara temple no. 7.

The village of Kuchdl (or Kunchri: Long. 69°33'; Lat. 21°40.75 ) is situated about 12
miles to the northwest of the town, by a road along the seashore. Something over a mile west
of the village, within an old rubble enclosure, roughly some 125 feet square, stands 2 large and
important group of monuments: seven temples, one maths monastery, with two old gate-houses
on different axes, one on the east and the other on the west. The temples fall into two irregular
rows: the first comprising nos. 7, 1, and 12, and the second nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6. Nos. 1 and 2 face
west, the rest east. The monastery occupies the northeast sector of the compound.

Temple no. 7 consists of 2 plain, square cella and a porch (fig. 13,a; plate 15). The cella wall
is crowned by a kapota, from which a caturbbima spire springs. The four tiers diminish in height
in a fixed ratio. Above the spire, over a low grivd necking is a squat, square cupola with a large
mabindsd antefix at the center of each side. The culminating s##pif appears to be modern.

The porch is supported by Rucaka dwarf pillars and pilasters and a pair of free-standing
pillars, all with farasiga brackets. The door frame is plain.

(7) Sun temple, Pati.

The village of Pati (or Pita: Long. 69° 56.5'; Lat. 21° 17.5) lies about 33 miles southeast
of Porbandar along the coast. On its west stands a group of temples, four of which are old.
No. 1, now dedicated to Siirya, is the oldest and largest; it faces east. Nearby rises a north-
facing shrine to the Seven Mothers, no. 2, with nos. 3 and 4 to its south.

No. 1 rests on a low, featureless upapitha. It consists of a square cella and a larger square hall
open in front.'** The cella is undecorated except for a topping kapota. Three tiers of the spire
are original, the rest recent. The mandapa is supported by four Rucaka pillars. The aisles are
covered with obliquely set stone planks. A heavy grille of simple chequer design relieves the
northern and southern walls. The open front of the mapdapa shows archaic vedikd and kaksdsana;
its prominent roof is the penthouse type. A large, deep candraidld graces its front just above the
opening of the mapdapa.

(8) Temple no. 4, Odadar.

This temple, facing west, has lost its porch, leaving a series of sockets above the door
(plate 16). The plain wall is topped by sdjana and Aapota. The tribhfima spite’s three tiers diminish
regularly in height, and are surmounted by a heavy, almost bell~shaped dmalasdraka.

132 Cousens, ap. 6r., pl. XCIL,
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(9) Cheleévara temple near Mehvisi.

This old temple perches on high ground, facing east, to the west of Mehvasa village (or
Mewasa: Lat. 21°54.50°; Long. 69°49"). It consists of a plain cella with central offsets now
obscured by a later coat of plaster (plate 17; fig. 11¢). The existing hall and porch may be later
additions, perhaps following the original plan.

, The top is surmounted by an ##ara and a kapota. The spire has six tiers, progressively di-
minishing in such a way that the last also serves the function of a cupola. The s/ above it is
partly mutilated.

Suddba type I1 (spire decorated with candratilis):

(1) Temple no. 3, Bhinasari.

Bhinasari is a hamlet about a mile southeast of Balej, the latter being about 26 miles south-
east of Porbandar. A group of six temples around a small well, all of the Maitraka period, stands
on its north side.

Temple no. 3 faces north, a strange feature unknown to the Siva cult in general, It has no
basement. The walls are plain, topped by sttara, ambuja, and kapota mouldings.

The four tiers of the caturbhiima pharisand are decorated with candraédlis in the order of 4, 3,
2, and 1 (plate 18). The loops joining the candrasdlds are filled with lotuses, as are the waldndsi
antefixes on the top tier. The pbdmsand is crowned by an archaic dmalasiraka. The kalasa is
missing.

(2) Sun temple, Jhamara.

Jhamari (or Jamla: Lat. 21°29.5'; Long. 69° 54.25 ") lies some 16 miles southeast of Por-
bandar in the alluvial plain of the Ghed area. The temple rises at the northwest corner of the
village, facing east. On plan it is a sdndbdra building, comprising a cella with a walled ambulatory,
and a closed hall with a semi-open fagade (fig. 17,d). The ambulatory has long since collapsed.
The dwarf pillars on the dado of the hall and the pair of pillars inside are the usual plain early
type. The cella possesses one exceptional feature in that it incorporates the vedibandba in its wall
mouldings; the £sfi, however, is plain. Its top mouldings are the usual simulated rafters’ ends,
plus embuja and kapota.

The four tiers of the caturbbima phinisand are entiched by candrafdlés with the curious spacing
4, 2, 2, and 1. The archaic dwalasdraka above is crowned by a c#likd and a modern Aalafa. The
Gidbamapdapa has a flat roof.

The image of the Sun God inside is mutilated. The archaic vedibandba, the band of rafters’
ends, the heavy dmalasiraka, and the bold candrafilds warrant assigning the building to the
middle of the seventh century,

(3) Khimesvara temple no. 3.

This building is at the northern end of the row of temples at Khime$vara, It is bi-chambered,
with a low adbisthina comprising vafrakumbba (?), vijana, kandbhara, valabbi, kapeta, and pattikd
(fig. 4,g). The cella is as usual square and plain, and the large gidbamandapa is also square, The
plain wall is topped by a short sttara and kapota. The candralilis on the tribbima phimsand were
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removed during a recent renovation. A heavy, small dmalaséraka forms the crown. The roof of
the gidhamandapa has collapsed.

Inside is enshrined a /Ziiga of uncertain age. In front of the shrine is a moulded pithikd for
Nandi (fig. sf), whose mutilated image lies nearby. On the evidence of the early type of ad-
histhina, the building may be assigned to the first half of the seventh century.

(4) Pithadmaiti temple, Balej.

Balej (or Balej: Lat. 21°22’; Long. 69°52.5") is a large village situated some 26 miles
southeast of Porbandar on the way to Madhavapur, and serves the Jains as a well known pil-
grimage center. North of the sanctuary of Parévanitha stands a group of three old temples and
one late Aditya foraga. The oldest is the shrine now dedicated to the local goddess Pithadmita,
which may originally have been for Siva. A sdndbdre building, disfigured by a recent cement
coating, it is very similar on plan to temple no. 5 at Bhinasard, except that it has a mwkba-
mapdapa in addition to the g#dbamapdapa. The walls of the shrine proper and closed hall are plain,
topped by a band of rafters’ ends and an a#/ara, with a low parapet above. The mukbamagdapa is
semi-open; one of its dwarf pillars is carved.

The three phinisand tiers have candradalds spaced in the sequence 4, 3, and 2, containing lotus
flowers. The upper members are lost. In one detail the superstructure suggests a vimdna of the
Viminakira class: the tiers are separated by mvbeda recessed bands, bearing valabhi and kapota
mouldings.

Sarighdta (“composite”). Type I (with plain tiers):
(1) Cimundi mitd temple near Bokhiri.

Bokhird (or Bokhira: Lat. 21°39.25"; Long. 69°36.50") is situated some three miles north
of Porbandar on the way to Khambhalia. This oblong temple, the only instance of the sub-
vatiety, is with its mukbamapdapa 36 feet long and 20 feet 4 inches wide. It stands on a low
upapitha without any adbisthina (plate 20; fig. 27b).

The walls of the mukbamapdapa are featureless. The composite phirisand of three principal
tiers is crowned by modern additions. The ambulatory and halls are covered by a penthouse roof
bearing discretely spaced candrafdlis. The pillars of both the mukbamapdapa and the closed hall
are of the plain Rucaka order.

The building was originally dedicated to Siva.

Sarighdta Type 11 (spire with /Jatd decoration):
(1) Sun temple, Pasnavada.

At the heart of Pasnivada village stands a bi-chambered temple to the Sun. There is no base-
ment; the walls of the square cella are plain (fig. 17¢). The crowning mouldings are in the
series utfara, ambsyja, kapota. The spite is 2 composite phdnisand with four major tiets. On each of
the four sides the central bay is decorated with a primitive Jazd. The top is marked by two succes-
sive, flat, step-like members crowned by a modern finial (plate 21).

The closed hall has a large &apota as a parapet above its flat roof. A perforated grille is found
on cither side of the low doorway of the closed hall. That on the right is occupied by a lasge
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bamisa goose. The pillars are of the complex type, the pilasters Rucaka. The images of the Sun
and his consort are mutilated and covered with red lead.

A curious, small, four-faced structure stands in front of the closed hall, with a Sun god
image on each side; perhaps it was used as a sun-dial.

(2) Temple of Jarde$vara, Riniviv.

"Rindvav (or Ranawao: Lat. 21°41": Long. 69°45.5’) is some 10 miles northeast of Por-
bandar. Southwest of the railway station is a group of three old temples, two of which have been
thoroughly renovated. The third, on the west, still preserves some of its original elemeants. It
was a sandhdra building, but the front part of its closed hall has vanished. The cella is plain and
square.

The pharisand consists of four main tiers, and is decorated with a /afd along the central bays.
At the top of the spire are five steps, square in plan, crowned by a dhvgiddbdra and a peculiar
kalasa with a fluted lower half (plate 23). The advanced form of the /4 suggests a slightly later
date than that of the preceding monument.

(3) Suvaranatirtha temple near Dvirki.

This building, one of the larger in the area, is located some § miles northeast of Dvirka. It
tests on a_jageti showing kudyastambba pilasters in low relief (plate 22), and surmounted by a
dwarf parapet with water-spouts.

The building is séndbdra with a mukbamandapa in front. The featurcless walls are relieved by
vitdyana ventilators and topped by 2 band of simulated rafters’ ends. Above is another low
parapet with water-spouts and corner karpaksitas as on the jagati. The mukbamapdapa has Rucaka
pillars and is open on north and south (ig. 24,b). The cella doorway has flying mdlddhara (ga-
land-bearing) figures on the jambs.

The navabbima phamsand is decorated with madhydlaté, like the preceding two examples. Its
form falls midway between the Kinderkhedd Sun temple and the Cimunda miti temple near
Bokhiri. The crowning members are a candrikd, an dmalasiraks, and a kalafa. The advanced
design of the /a#d suggests that the temple belongs close in time to the Rindvav example.

The total length is 46 feet 4 inches, and the width 25 feet 4 inches.

(4) Sonkarhsiri temple no. 4, Ghumali.

This is 2 mono-celled shrine facing west in the major group on the hill. The adbisthina
mouldings are only partially visible. The plain walls have valabbi, ambsja, and kapota mouldings
at the top.

The sadabbiima phinisand is crowned by a heavy dmalasdraka. The caitya-like dormers of the
central spine are more advanced than in the Dvirki example. This together with the curvature
of the spire would make it contemporary with the earliest Nigara monuments to be discussed
below, in the early eighth century (plate 24).
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VIMANAKARA
Psendo-Dravidic:

(1) Temple no. z, Bhinasari.

Along with no. 1 this building stands to the west of the village well facing east. It has lost
its original porch and a new one has been recently built to serve both it and no. 1. The lowermost
mouldings of its original adbisthina are embedded in the debris; those visible are in the sequence
kandbara, kumuda, and Sirpa at top. The featureless cella wall is crowned by 2 band of rafters’
ends and a £gposa.

The spire has a #ritala prastara, triple entablature, whose tiers are decorated with candrafalis
in the order of 3, 2, and 1; these have boldly executed, inset lotus blossoms of the type seen in
the grilles at Kadvir. The first tier possesses karpakftas, cach one of which has the form of a
twostoreyed vimdna aedicule. The recess between the first and second tiers shows a band of
rafters’ ends. The building’s crowning member is lost.

Notwithstanding a recent coating with cement, the temple looks quite archaic and may be
as old as that at Kadvir.

(2) Temple no. 5, Bhinasari,

Northeast of the well, this is the largest building of the group. It is a séndbdra structure with
an oblong gidhamandapa, facing west (plate 26; fig. 149).

The adbisthina is relatively simple. The shrine wall is plain, topped as usual by valsbbi and
kapota mouldings. The ambulatory is covered by a large, single fé#rpa.

The spire above the cella has a triple entablature somewhat different from that of Temple
no. 1: primarily in the provision of a viména vedikd below the spire, and a somewhat taller swcheda
between the first and second tiers. Again the candrasilds (or ndsikds) are in the order of 3, 2, and
1. The ndsikd on the top tier might as well be called a mahdndsi. Only the first tier has £erpakitas
(fig. 10).

The building is surmounted by an octagonal cupola (fig. 10k) above a short grivd, the only
example so far known in Gujarat, and indeed in all of Western India. It is partly broken, and the
stipikd is lost; enough remains to show that the original had neither the elegance nor the good
proportions of the cupolas over the Atjuna or Dharmarija rathas at Mahdbalipuram in Pallava
territory.

The cella interior is perfectly plain, with a very narrow amulatory about 1 foot 10 inches
wide. A square, moulded pithikd, the base for a liriga, stands against the east wall; unlike me-
diaeval practise, it is not centered. The inner walls of the gidbamandapa are relieved by plain
pilasters of the Rucaka order. The roof of the closed hall is flat, and the ceiling has the construc-
tion seen at Kadvir,

The temple seems to be a close contemporary of its neighbor no. 1. The form of its cupola
lacks the archaism of the dome-like examples over the Makiteévararss and Malegitti Sivilaya s+
in the Karpata territory. These last may be dated around 625. On the other hand the analo-

123 Kramvisch, Stella, The Ars of India, New York, 1954, fig. 57; also Louis-Frédéric, Indian Temples and Sculptwres, New
York, 1960, fig. 190.
13¢ Cousens, Chdlukyan Architocturs, pl. XX1X,
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gous Pallava cupolas at Mah#balipuram are slightly more advanced. Since the approximate date
of the two rathas involved there is the second half of the seventh century, corresponding to the
reign of Pallava Npsithhavarmana, the Bhinasari monument should fall between these two
extremes. The cupola parallels just cited are of course geographically too remote to be given full
weight; but comparisons within the Gujarat group also seem to favor the same general period,
the carlier seventh century.

(3) Temple no. 6, Bhinasari.

This is a single-celled shrine that faces no. 5, too dilapidated for detailed analysis. The pas-
tially preserved bottom tier of the superstructure reveals the use of kargaktas.

(4) Old Temple, Kalsar.

Kalsir (or Kalsir: Lat. 21°5.50'; Long. 71° §4.25*) is situated on the southeastern seacoast
of Saurashtra, being accessible by a road from the Longdi railway station on the Bhavnagas-
Talaja-Mahuvz line, The Old Temple, known locally as Vasinuth Deruth or Firangl Devala, is
within the village in a cluster of houses.

The shrine proper is slightly oblong in plan, with a smaller closed hall (fig. x2b). The
building rises from a plain #papitha. The walls also are plain, except for the usual band of stylized
rafters’ ends and a minor &apota at the top.

The supesstructure above the cella is #ritala three-tiered, with karpakditas on all three tiess,
in the order of 4, 3, and 2. The now lost crowning member may have been a f3ld fikbara.

The closed hall also has a vimdna superstructure, with one less tier, let into the fronton of the
vimdna over the cella. The crowning member here is a large firpa, with a prominent candralald
on the fronton (plate 27).

The karpakitas used to enrich the tiers of the vimdnas over both cella and closed hall are
three-tiered, but unlike the versions on other temples of this class are not decorated with caitya
dormers.

Shri Ravishankar Raval suggested that this building was originally Buddhist, apparently on
the basis of the caifya dormers on the tiers of the yimdnas.'»s However this decorative feature is
not solely emblematic of Buddhism, having been used at least from the Gupta period on by all
the three Indian creeds. The Kalgir temple could quite as well have been 2 Brahmanical shrine,
as 2 number of parallel examples suggest.

(s) Khimeévara temple no. 1.

This is the largest and principal shrine of its now desolate group. Its construction is locally
ascribed to a Jethvi prince of Porbandar, Rini Khimiji, who flourished in the seventeenth
century. It is possible that an inscription on one of the pillars of the gate-house referred to
restoration by him;s but the monument itself is old.

It is an oblong sdndhdra temple with gidhamapdapa and mukbamandapa, the latter being
distyle in antis (fig. 26,a). The adbisthina is featureless and recently renovated. The plain walls

23 Raval, Ravishankar, op. ¢it., p. 87, )
126 We gwe this information to Shri Karsanjibhai of Porbandar, who has visited the temple frequently to offer worship.

53



of the building are relieved by ventilators filled with grilles, one on the south wall displaying
lotus flowers (plate 66) and two on the northern wall showing a chequer pattern (plate 67) and
a diamond design respectively, are original. At the top of the wall are seen: (a) the band of
rafters’ ends, mrdbvapadma, decorated with lotus leaves; and (b) a large Agposa, enriched with
grooved candraldls at the corners and 2 bisected sdrasenaka in the center along the west fagade.
On the same fagade is also found, at each corner, a £arpakiifa which has lost its superstructure,
A low parapet formed by a large Srpa protects the flat roof of the mukbamagdapa, the gidbamag-
dapa, and the ambulatory.

The quadruple tiers, catustala prastara, of the superstructure are decorated by grooved can-
drafdlds in the order of 4, 3, 2, and 1 (plate 28). A variety of lotus flowers is seen inside the
candrasdlds of the southern face. On the last tier kerpakitas are lacking (fig. 31). Above, on a
short grivd, is placed a small, archaic, but well proportioned dmalasdraka. The finial may not be
old.

The pillars of the mukbamapdapa are of the usual Rucaka order. Inside the hall, however,
the free-standing columns are squate below and octagonal above. Being only about 7’ 6” high
they are too stunted for the scale of the building. The doorway is plain save for a band with
eroded figures on the top. The sdumbara, door-sill, shows a round mandiraks in the centre,
flanked on either side by a very bold &ir#timukba. This is the single example of this type, which
is absent in the pre-Solanki period temples but reappears in the Solanki temples from the early
cleventh century onward.

The antarabbitti of the cella is decorated with bittistambhas (fig. 8a). Inside is enshrined the
linga, which may be old. 1n front of the temple stands a square, moulded pirhikd (fig. 5c) for
Nandi, whose mautilated image lies some distance away.

(6) Khimeévara Temple no. 2.

To the north of the building described above stands a smaller séndhdra temple, facing west,
with an almost square plan (fig. 14b), measuring 22’ 6” by 19* 10”. Featureless walls rise on a
plain adbisthina. The superstructure is almost a duplicate of the last described, slightly smaller
and less finished. Here also the cella is relieved with wall pilasters (fig. 8d). Inside the garbbagrba
is a pithikd that holds a /isiga, which may not be old.

(7) Khimeévara Temple no. s.

This bi-chambered nirandbira temple rises to the west of Temple no. 1 in the opposite row,
facing west (fig. 12¢). The moulded adbisthdna sequence consists of updna, vijana, wide kandbara,
uttara with rafters’ ends, and a broad pattika. The plain, square walls of the cella show a band of
“rafters’ ends” and a Aapota.

‘The superstructure with its triple entablature has ndsikds in the order of 3, 2, and 1. The
karpakitas have a single-tier superstructure, and are limited to the lower two tiers only. Above
the vimdna is a square, plain, step-like phalakd followed by three circular ones and 2 modern st4pi.

The fagade of the gddhamandapa is remarkable in having a plain doorway flanked by two large
niches with crowning phdnmsand (plate §7). Inside the hall in the southwest and northwest corners
are affixed the lower portions of a decorated Asrpakifa which may originally have been connected
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with Temple po. 1 at the same site (fig. 8c). The vegetal pattern strongly recalls a similar one
found on buildings of the Para§urimesvara group at Bhubaneshwar in Orissa.!»

The shrine is said, without proof, to be dedicated to the Sun God.

(8) Old Temple, Miyini.

Miydgl (or Midni: Lat. 21°0.25’; Long. 69°23°) is situated about 23 miles northwest of
Porbandat, up the mouth of a wide creek. Outside the fortified village are five small, old temple
buildings with Nagara fikbaras in various stages of preservation. Inside the village are two
handsome Soladki period temples of the thirteenth century. On the other side of the creek
several interesting shrines are located on a picturesque hillock, Koyli Dusgar. That of Ha-
rasiddha was originally in the pre Solanki style, but has been completely renovated. The Siva
temple on the crest is in the Solankd style of the thirteenth century. The building that falls in the
class now under discussion is a small, mono-celled, pre-Solanki shrine found on the righthand
slope as one mounts the hillock.

The plain cube of the building is topped by a band of “rafters’ ends” and a &apota. The
triple-tiered superstructure is enriched by ndsikds in the order of 3, 2, and 1. Kargakdifas of the

single-ticred type are observable at the corners of the lower two tiers.'® The crowning dmala-
sdraka has fallen off on the north side.

(9) Bile$vara Temple, Bile§vara.

Bile$vara (or Bileshwir: Lat. 21°46.75'; Long. 69° 47.50") is a hamlet located some 16 miles
northeast of Porbandar in the Barada hills. Its old temple perches above the gorge of the River
Bilvagangi: the largest building of the Viminakira class, and one of the holiest in the area,

'This sdndhira temple with its very wider ambulatory is almost square in plan (plate 26;
fig. 15). The adbisthina has the same sequence of mouldings as the Kadvir temple, half again as
large in scale (fig. 4b). The high exterior walls are relieved by pilasters of the type seen in the
Khimeévara Temples nos. 1 and 2; and ate crowned by the usual salabbi and £apota mouldings.
The lofty superstructure rises from a plain vimdna vedikd; the six tiers are enriched with ndsikds
in the order of 6, s, 4, 3, and 2, the topmost being plain.!® On the east side alone is a large,
shallowly projecting §@rasenaka, counting as an incipient fwkandsa. The karpakifs types on the
piers reveal interesting variations (plate 30; figs. 10, 3, b, d, and f). On the fourth tier is an octa-
gonal cupola form reminiscent of Dravidian temples (fig. 10f). The form on the fifth tier and
the one flanking the S#rasenaka is circular, crowned by a bold dmalasiraka (plate 29).

The top of the vimdna shows a square phalaka, a circular candriki, followed by a calikd and
s modern s#ipi. The figures inset in the f#rasenaka are all recent. The portion above the gpota
of the external wall of the shrine is an eighteenth century addition.

The interior walls of the square cella show the same shallow pilaster decoration as on the
outside. The mutilated /inga is very large, and a bit amorphous. The older doorway has been
replaced by a modern one studded with vulgar tiles. On 2 late stylobate constructed opposite
the temple is seen a seated late figure of Nandi.

S.K. Saraswati has commented on the date of this temple as follows: “The temple of Siva at

17 Designs from Orissam Temples, pl. 1.

138 “The Struggle for Empire”, pl. XII, fig. 45.
129 Cousens, op. ¢z, pl. XXXIX,
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Ville§varat» represents, perhaps, the latest development of the type. It is also the most per-
fectly preserved temple of the group and hence enables us to understand the composition and
design of the type in 2 more convincing manner...s* From the increased number of step stages
—the largest among the temples of the group—the refined pyramidal contour and the shape
and design of the ornamental arches and finials, the temple may be considered to be the latest at
least in point of style, among the temples of the Gop type. The pilastets on the exterior walls of
the ambulatory resemble in a general way the pillars in the Elephanta cave, and it would not be
unreasonable, perhaps, to refer it to the same period as that of Elephanta.” 2

The temple is undoubtedly the grandest of all extant Maitraka monuments, and looks im-
pressive even from a distance. The increased number of falas, however, is not a critetion of
lateness, especially when the components of each tier are not the later types, Unlike the phdmsands,
where horizontal triumphs over vertical, the Vimfina mode has an inherent capacity to tise to
monumental heights: as for example in the Pallava school’s wonderful Shore Temple at Mahi-
balipuram.

The inner sanctum of the Bile§vara building reaches 22, as against Khime§vara Temple
no. 1 (12 47), Sonkansiri Temple no. x (18’ 3”), the Sun Temple at Srinagar (15°), etc. A
superstructure of the Vimina type, with its multiple tiers or entablatures, naturally is made
loftier if it rests on a very wide base, for the sake of good proportions; and as a result it is neces-
sary to superimpose a greater number of tiers.

In addition, the wall pilasters at Bile§vara are not analogous to the order seen at Elephanta.
Instead, they look like simplified versions of the pillars in the sixth and seventh century caves
at Ajanta. The miniature pillars seen in the fwkandsa (plate 30) resemble vaguely to the Ele-
phanta variety, including its scalloped bracket. But since this general type was available from
about 578 on (the date of Badami Cave III) to the cighth century caves at Ellora, the point
cannot be pressed too much.

The stylistic factors that help in determining the building’s probable date are first the strong
correspondence of its socle with that of the Kadvir temple; and then the general similarity of
the vimdna to that of the Rajivalocana temple at Rajim, datable to the late sixth or early seventh
century on the strength of its sculptures and other architectural details;'ss the latter again being
close kin to those of the Laksmana temple at Sirpur in the same province. Under the circum-
stances the beginning of the seventh century seems a quite plausible date for Bile§vara, on the
basis of presently known evidence.

(10) Sonkarisiri Temple no. 1.

This is the oldest and largest monument in the village, and stands at the extreme left of the
row of three temples facing east. Since its western and northern sides are partially on a rocky
slope, an wpapitha of uneven height, following the gradient, has been provided.

The building is a large sdndbdra example on an oblong plan (fig. 25). The roofs of the closed
hall and ambulatory have collapsed, and the hall pillars have disappeared. The exterior wall is

130 Saraewati’s “Ville§vara’ 18 Biledvara or Bilandtha.

131 Saraswati, S.K., op. a14., p. 385.

193 Ihid., p. 586,

133 Dikshit, Sirpur and Rajim, pl. B3. The upper tiers of the vimdna here, however, fluctuate between the Nigara and the
Peeudo-Dravidian modes. The dmelasdarka belongs to the later Haihaya period.
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also sadly ruinous. The building has no basement proper. Curiously, the lower portion of the
external wall shows basement mouldings that incline more to the Nigara style and to the
Pseudo-Drividian, or at least indicate a transition between the two. The sequence begins with
kburaka, kumbba, kalala, and kapotapdliki; then come a kandbara (too broad to be called the
antarapatra of Nigara terminology), an érdbvapadma with lotus leaves, and a kapota enriched at
intervals with ornate candrasélds (fig. 5a).

"Pierced in the &asff are large windows, once possibly filled with grilles: two in the rear wall,
one each in the north and south walls of the ambulatory, and six in the closed hall. In addition
there are three ornate, deep niches in the £a#, one in the centre of the west wall and one each in
the middle of the north and south walls, Each niche has its own decorative format. That on the
south simulates a shrine door, and the west one is somewhat similar. The northern one, how-
ever, is a cross-section of a miniature mukbamapdapa with pilasters bearing a makara toraga. The
other two niches are fairly plain; this is gorgeously embellished (plate 58). Above it is a grdsapar-
tikd followed by a festoon of gagdrakas, then an drdbvapadma decorated with lotus petals, and a
large pediment formed by a complex firasenaka, which shelters a fine, small image of Kubera.
The kapota below the niche shows, in lieu of the normal candrafil, a Sirasenaka where another
seated Kubera is found, this one mutilated.

The square cella, now open to view, has lost its original door, and the masonry thereabouts
has been dislocated. The plain walls show holes slightly more than half way up, which perhaps
once held lamps to illumine the ambulatory. The crowning cella mouldings are an a#tara enriched
with flat triangles, an #rdbvapadma with lotus leaves, and a &spota with ornate candrafdlés at inter-
vals. There were engaged pillars along the corners of the cella walls, corresponding to those in
the ambulatory.

The five-tiered superstructure above the cella is decorated with plain candrafdlds in the se-
quence of s, 4, 3, 2, and 1: three-tier karnakdtas being also present except in the topmost enta-
blature. There is 2 crowning dmalasiraka. On the fronton is seen a large firasenaka implying a
fukandsa, less emphatic than the version at Bile$vara.

Inside the cella there are two featureless small niches in the east wall and four slits in the
north wall, possibly for storing small articles. The cella is now vacant, and there is nothing
present in the temple to identify its dedication. Since about eight images of Visnu, stylistically
datable to the seventh, eighth, or ninth centuries have been recovered from the area, it may be
conjectured that most of the shrines in the group were sacred to that god.

Since the vedibandha mouldings are not carried across the eastern wall, it is very likely that a
mukhamaydapa was originally attached there; but the evidence is not quite conclusive.

The building is certainly later than the temples of the Bile$vara phase, to judge by the
advanced type of the vedibandba mouldings, the complex candrafilds and Siirasenakas, the late
features of the Kubera image, and the tendency toward elegance in the rich details of the super-
structure, By comparison with the temples of the next series to be discussed below, the date
cannot be earlier than the third quarter of the seventh century.

The overall length of the building is 58’ 7" and the width is 36’ 8", making it one of the
largest among the pre-Solanki temples of the region.
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Neo-Drévidic :
(1) Sun Temple, Srinagara.

The group of shrines here includes the remains of an old Sun Temple; originally a fairly
lasge structure, since its oblong plan measures 26 by so feet. The mouldings of the adigthina
(fig. 41) comprise: updna, kumuda, Surpa, minot vdjana, wide kandbara, a band of “rafters’ ends”,
padma-vijena, and pattikd.

The walls of the ambulatory and closed hall have disappeared, together with the pillars. The
square cella is about 15 feet on a side. As usual, the plain walls are topped by a band of bold
“rafters’ ends” and a Aapota. ‘

The four-tiered superstructure is decorated with very large candraddlis in the order of 3, 2,
and 1, the final tier being plain. The karpakitas are more schematised than those of the preceding
series, and are topped by a ballshaped, multi-ribbed dmalaka. The whole superstructure is
crowned by a bold dmalasiraka, a fluted ghaptd, and a stpi.

'The moon-stone, ardbacandra, at the door-sill is delicately carved with a half lotus. The sill
shows on its front standing figures, indented diamonds, etc. Inside the cella are fragments of
late Siirya and Visnu images, a dasdvatdra parikara, etc. The temple was carefully restored when
a portico (not illustrated) was added to the cella.

(2) Vindhyavisini Temple, Srinagara.

To the west of the village stands a temple similar to the last noted one, originally Sivaite but
now rededicated to Vindhyavisini, the patron goddess of the Jethavis. The building is fairly
large, measuring 42° by 25’ 4. The adhisthina mouldings follow the sequence padma with updna,
kumuda, ksepana, vifana, kandbara, valabhi, sttara, kapota, another ksepapa, and pattikd.

As in the case of Khime$vara Temple no. 1, there is a mukbamandapa distylar in antis. The
rows of engaged pillars are more numerous and are incongruently set out in relation to the
central ones. The wudumbara of the cella shows a pair of bold kirttimukbas and a mandaraka, as at
Khime$vara (that group being about three miles away to the southeast).

The walls of the ambulatory and the superstructure above the cella have been reconstructed
after the original pattern, which must have been similar to the Sun Temple’s. The building faces
west (not illustrated).

(3) Old Temple, Pindara.
Pindard (or Pindira: Lat. 22°14.75': Long. 69° 16’) is situated some eleven miles east of
Dvirka in the older Okhimandala area of Saurdstra. The old shrine (plate 33) has lost its

mapdapa; it may have followed the sdndbdra layout, but if so the exterior walls have long since
disappeared.

Above the plain walls of the square cella rises a four-tiered superstructure, from a vimdna-
vedikd base. An original fifth tier has been destroyed. The remaining tiers are entiched with
candrafdlds in the sequence of s, 4, 3, and 2; and at the corners the normal Larpakisas are seen.

(4) Kiliki mita Temple, Old Dhrevad.

This is the second of the two old monuments in the vicinity of the village. The building,
sdndhéra in type, has an adbisthina exposed to view at places only. The mouldings are: a large
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padma on the way to becoming a &wmbba of the Nigara class; a Avmuda, too large to be called a
kalata; vifana, kandbara, sttara with “rafters’ ends”, drdbvapadma, kapota, and pagtikd (fig. 5 b).

The plain walls of the square cella ate topped by an irdbvapadma with the dog-tongue motif,
and a kapota. The five-tiered superstructure is embellished with candratilis in the order of s, 4,
3, 2, and 1, the last being flanked by half dormers. An dmalasiraka and a kalats of uncertain
age are the crowning features (plate 34).

The walls of the closed ball are plain except for a window at the centre of each lateral wall,
with a dapdachddya ot corrugated hood and a large furasenaka above. At the top of the walls run
a band of “rafters’ ends” and a large &apoda.

The mukbamagdapa appears later than the rest. The closed hall has four Bhadraka pillass at its
centre. The plain cella is now vacant.

(s) Cimundi Temple, Degim.

Degim (or Degam: Lat. 21°42"; Long. 69°36) is situated about four miles north of Por-
bandar on the way to Khambalia. The old shrine has been enclosed by recent additions, but its
plan is still discernible (fig. 19a). The building is bi-chambered and faces east. The plain walls of
the cella are as usual topped by a band of “rafters’ ends* and a &aposa. Above is a kaptha recess
on which the superstructure rises (plate 3 5). The three lower tiers are original; the upper two may
be recent. The original portion is embellished with discretely placed candrasilds, and has simple
kargakitas of the Dhrisanvel type. The original dmalasdraka has been reused in combination with
a later dmalasdrika and a kalafa.

(6) Temple no. 4, Bhanasara.

The temple stands on the east edge of the &unda in this ensemble, facing west. It is a mono-
celled shrine. Above the plain walls of the square cella are found the customary band of “rafters’
ends” and a kapota. The catustala superstructure has tiers decorated with candradilds in the order
of , 4, 3, and 2. An archaic amalasdraka tops it. The karpakiitas have degenerated into kargdpdakas.
The age of the kalaéa cannot be guessed.

SIKHARANVITA
Proto-Nagara Group :

(1) Temple no. 1, Bhinasari.

This building stands to the north of Temple no. 2, to the north, facing east. Its low adbisthina
is in the sequence updna, kumuda, vijana, wttara, kapota, ksepaga, and pattikd. The plain walls are
topped by an ssfara and a kapota. The spire type is midway between the Vimina and Nigara
stages (plate 37). The candraldlds, though discrete, are thin and do not diminish in size, but tend
to coalesce from tier to tier; thus forming a prototypal jéls with /td in the center. The top tier
is damaged; and the original crowning members have disappeared.
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Eo-Nagara Group:

Type 1 with pyramidal Sikbara:
(1) Sun temple, Stitrdpada.

At SGtrdpadi (or Sftripdrd: Lat. 20°50.75': Long. 70°29'), situated some eleven miles
east by road from Prabhas Patan, we meet the first true—though still archaic—Nigara monu-
ment in this region. The Sun temple’s oblong sdndbdra shrine, with its Rucaka pillars and plain
walls, needs no comment (fig. 23a); but the fikbara deserves a careful study.

It represents a stage just following the one illustrated by Temple no. 1 at Bhiinasard. The
integration of the jils has advanced further. The Aarmdpdakas are now integrated and so form
the bbimi-dmalska motif. The tiers are less emphatic; nevertheless the Sikbara still retains the
pyramidal form and the $#rpa-skandba of the phimsikdra spires. The massive dmalasiraka and the
circular step above it are original.

The roof of the hall is composed of laminated slabs; bosses originally intended for carving
candraédlis have been left unfinished.

The temple faces east and measures 31 feet by 20 feet 10 inches.

As for the date, it is certainly later than the Laksmana temple at Sitpur (last quarter of the
sixth centuty), as the form of the {ikhara indicates. At the same time it is more archaic than the
Nigara temples at Roda in North Gujarat; and is even less developed than some of those at
Alampur (first half of the eighth century). Its mean date may therefore be ca. A.D. 700,

(2) Kote$vara temple, Kilivad.

Kilivad (or Kalawar: Lat. 21°53.50"; Long. 69°27') is about eight miles northeast of
Bhanwar. The building has lost its original mapdapa. The walls of the square cella are heavily
cut horizontally into a series of mouldings that suggests a transition between the Vimina and
Nigara practises. They are in the order updna, padma, ksepapa, kumuda, ksepaga again, Sirpa,
vdfana, ksepaga again, drdbvapadma, pattikd, vijana again, kandbara, wttara, drdbvapadma again,
kapota, kstpana again, pattikd again, pdda, uttara again, and kampa (fig. 6). The upper pattikd is
embellished with candraidlas, topped by the profile of the crowning courses of a miniature spire,
inclading skandba, grivd, dmalasiraka, and kalasa.

This rudimentary Nagara fikbara is pyramidal and still carries the impress of the vimdna group.
The dmalasdraka is massive; and the caitya dormers of the jala are still archaic.

In view of its retention of some mouldings of earlier types and its slightly more archaic
fikhara, this Kote§vara temple may be a little earlier than that at Sitrapada.

Type 11 with curvilinear $jkbara :
(1) Sun temple, Akhodar.

Akhodar (Lat. 21°20.25"; Long. 70°7.50") is about 24 miles southeast of Junagadh. The
old Sun temple within the village is very similar in plan to the SGtripada building but is larger,
being 40 feet 7 inches by 23 feet 4 inches.

The plain walls ate topped by a sequence of w#tara, érdbvapadma, kapota, vijana, kaptha, and
finally a larger £apoza; this last forms a parapet punctuated by five candratdlis on the north and
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south, and by three on the west (plate 40). On the north and west some candradilds retain figural
sculpture. Divine or demonic heads flank one of the dormers on the north side (plate 60).
Similar heads flank a candraddli on the west; in addition the latter encloses a pair of confronting
bbita heads from whose mouths a forape springs.

The roofs of the magdapa and ambulatory are flat. Over the cella is 2 moulded vimdna-vedika
reminiscent of the fagasi of the Gop temple (fig. 5d). The jdla of the Sikbara is very bold; the
ceatral spine recalls a similar feature at Bhubaneshwar, on the Para§urime$vara temple. The
bold dmalasiraka is crowned by a candrikd and a late type of kalafa.

The interior Rucaka pillars are rather stunted. The images are mutilated. In date the building
may be a little earlier than the Stitripada temple, i. e. late seventh century.

(2) Sun temple, Pichtar.

Pichtar (Lat. 21°52’; Long. 69°46.75 ') is about five miles northwest of Ghumali. Of its
two old temples the earliet—a Sun temple known locally as Sadevanta-Savalingi’s temple—
is about a mile northeast of the village. Originally it was a sdndbira building, but both ambula-
tory and mapdapa have vanished (plate 41). The Sun image once enshrined within has been
transferred to the Jamnagar Museum.

The doorway of the plain square cella is relatively simple. The curvilinear {ikbara shows the
curious feature of a madhydlatd divided into two spines. The advanced designs of the bhami-
amalakas and the caitya dormers suggest a date later than that of Sitripida, i.e. not earlier than
the first half of the eighth century.

Early Nigara Group:
Single-spired, latina, with lattice-work (sa-fdla) :

(1) Magaderurh at Dhrisanavel.

Dhrisanavel (or Dhrasanvel: Lat. 22°17.25*; Long. 69° 2.50") is some three miles northeast
of Dvirki. The old saptdyatana temple comprises a complex of six smaller shrines around a
central, larger one, the whole standing on a low jaga## (fig. 32). This unusual multiple plan may
be thought of in two ways: either as an amplification of the five-part, paficayétana category (with
one more chapel added axially to the main shrine on the east, and another on the south); or as
a diminished, eight-patt, agfdyaytana scheme, with the eighth shrine replaced by the flight of
steps that provides access on the north. The ruins of an enclosing wall that once connected the
chapels may be seen above the jggati; the latter is buttressed on the north and south.

The main shrine is pafcaratha or five-fold in plan, being the earliest known in the region. It
has an archaic vedibandba and a relatively plain wapdovara (plate 42). The fikbara is in ruins, as are
the fwkandsa and the mapdapa; the latter’s Bhadraka pillars with their lintels are still standing.

The rectangular, north-facing chapel once housed the Saptamitrkis; the pithikd is still in
position (fig. 72). As in the main shrine all the chapels are recessed. The doorway of the main
shrine is plain. The eastern shrine was perhaps meant for Nandl.

The prefix *“Maga” in the temple’s name reminds us of the Maga Brahmins, or Magi, the
worshippers of the Sun who migrated from Iran into Western India. This might tempt one to
imagine the temple as sacred to Siirya, but it may have belonged to Siva as well. As for its date,
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the jdlz on the $ikbsra of the main shrine is slightly more advanced than that on the Sitrapada
temple, but less elaborate than the ones on the temples at Rodi attributable to the last quarter
of the eighth century. Under the circumstances the building may be placed at the middle of the
eighth century.

For the pitha of chapels s, 2, and 3 see Figs. 7b, ¢, and d respectively,

(2) Temple alongside the Bile§vara temple.

Just to the north of the Bile§vara temple stands a square cell with a Nagara fikhara, the upper
half of which has disappeared. The jdla type used is similar to that observable on the principle
shrine at Magaderurh; hence both should be of approximately the same date (not illustrated).

(3) Temple no. 2, Miyani.

About a furlong to the southwest stands this fine Ju#ina building on a featureless, low jagafi.
It has a porch and faces east (plate 44). The vedibandba of the cella is less heavy than the one at
Magaderurh. The mapdovara is relieved by a plain medial band and three niches with sdgama
(pediment), now vacant. Above the varandiksd and a kaprba showing a simple diamond pattern,
rises the lating fikbara.

The fikbara is beautifully proportioned, with a well webbed jdlz pattern that is more advanced
than the last noted two examples. The dmalasdraka is original; the kalsfz has disappeared.

The simple porch uses 2 double pair of dwarf pillars. The ceiling is plain; the porch roof is
gone. The temple is said to be sacred to Ganefa, but originally belonged to Siva.!ss

(4) Ganefa derurh, Ghumali,

On the south side of the grand Navalakha temple stands a /#ina building with a square cella
and a §ikhara. Originally it was a sdndbdra temple, but its ambulatory as well as the closed hall
have long since disappeared. The jils work on the fikbara reveals a slight advance over the
Miyani example, and must follow it in sequence,:s

(5) Nande$vara Temple no. 4.

About a mile northeast of the Camundi miti temple near Bokhiri, already described, rises a
group of six old cult buildings. Nos. 1 and 2 stand side by side, facing east. The first, were it
not so badly disfigured by renovation, might have been discussed under the Proto-Nigara
group. No. 2, dedicated to Nandeévara, is the latgest in the ensemble. It is of the same type as
Miyini no. 2 but slightly later in date; its $ikbara is a little more attenuated. It too has suffered
from restorations. No. 3 stands to its southeast, facing north.

In the opposite row is a pair of shrines, nos. 4 and 5, very similar except that the latter has
no jdla on its fikhara. The vedibandha of no. 4 (fig. 7£), like the Miyinl example, conforms more
to Nigara practise than do the pitha of chapels nos. 2 and 5 at Magaderurh. The vepwkodz of the

fikhara, curiously enough, fails to show the usual bbimi-imalakas. Inside the cella is 2 mutilated
image of Siirya seated on seven horses.

134 Cousens, op. ¢it,, plate XXXVIIT,
13 [bid,, plate XC shows the side elevation,
136 Burgess, op. ¢it., plate XLV,
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Latina Shrines without Lattice-work (2-idla) :

(1) Rindal Temple, Visivida.

To the northwest of the famous shrine of Mila-dviraki in this village lies an old ruinous
Sun temple (plate 45), now dedicated to the god’s consort. It is a sdndhdra scheme on an oblong
plan, with an ambulatory and 4 hall of the type half open toward the front (fig. 30). The cella is
padicaratha, showing mouldings reminiscent of Miyini no. 2.1

The two free-standing pillars of the hall belong to the Rucaka order, while the dwarf pillars

are of the complex type. The ambulatory wall has a window on the left side. There are also
ruined windows in the north and south walls of the hall.

(2) Nandegvara Temple no. 5.

This stands alongside no. 4, to its north. Its vedibandba is slightly higher than that of no. 4
but otherwise similar. In fact except for the absence here of il work on the fikhara the two are
almost identical.

(3) Temple no. 6, Odadar.

This small building, which faces west, stands close to no. 3, a little to the northwest, Its
porch has plain Bhadraka pillars. The rashikd on the fronton of the porch roof shelters an eroded,
three-headed image of the Vaikuntha form of Visnu. The ceiling, the only example of the de-
corated class, is samastala and shows the well-known Kysna-lili theme, Nigadamana (plate
64).ul

The pitha and mapdovara need no comment. The three bbadra niches are vacant. The fikbara
(not illustrated) is rather stunted. From the style of the figural carving in the ceiling, the temple
appears to be of the late ninth century. Although the cult image is lost, the building should be
sacred to Visnu on the evidence of the razhikdbimba.

(4) Kilika miti temple, Dhrisanavel.

On plan (fig. 21) the temple is similar to the one at Old Dhrevad except that the inner sanc-
tum has an ambulatory. The walls of the shrine and hall are plain. The ambulatory is covered by
a penthouse roof in two stages, with blocked-out projections meant to be carved as candratdlis.
The fikbara above the cella is plain. The fukandsa has vanished. The hall has two windows in the
north and south walls as at Dhrevad. The front wall is open, showing two free-standing square
pillars. Inside there are four Bhadraka pillars of the type seen at Magaderurh, The building seems
to be a contemporary of (3).

(5) Paficdyatana temple, Pichtar.

To the cast of the village stands an old Siva temple with four small shrines surrounding the
main one. As at the Lakgmana temple at Khajuraho, the shrines of the front pair face each other.
The main shrine and the two rear shrines face east (fig. 31b; plate 47). The main shrine is pasi-
caratha while the subsidiary shrines are squares. All possess dwarf Rucaka pillars in their porches.

The doorway of the main shrine has figures of attendants and the nine planetary gods on the

137 Cousens, op. ¢it,, plate XLV,
138 Nenavati and Dhaky, op. cir., p. 63.
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architrave, The roof of the porch of the main shrine is in cross-section three penthouse tiers,
1ts rathikd is vacant. The building seems assignable to the beginning of the teath century,

(6) Paficiyatana temple, Miyadi.
Over two miles northeast of Miyini is a temple complex very similar in plan and elevation
to (5), but whitewashed and still used for worship.

(7) Temple no, 3, Miyini.
This stands southeast of no. 2, facing east, and is a little smaller and plainer.

(8) Temple no. 4, Miyini.

This stands some distance to the south of (7), facing south. Its doorway has figures of Varuna
and Kubera as attendants. The fikhara is partly ruined.

(9, 10, 11) Kanakasena Cavadi’s temples near Vasai.

In the neighborhood of Vasai near Dvirki stands a group of temples, three of which are old.
They have been interconnected. The central one and the one to its left face east, each having a
hypostyle hall. The right-hand shrine possesses only 2 small porch, now connected with the hall
of the central shrine (not illustrated).

Multi-spired, fekbari with lattice-work :
(1) Siva temple, Khimrini.

Khimrini (or Khimrana: Lat. 22°28'; Long. 70°9/75 ') is about eight miles east of Jamna-
gat, a little south of the main road leading to Rajkot. The old temple has lost its porch, while its
walls have been reinforced and masked with thick cement plaster. The fikhara now is the five-
spired, paficipdaka, type (plate 48). Its lattice-work is more advanced than that of Magaderum,
and looks like a variation of the type seen in North Gujarat, on the temples at Roda.

Unlike other temples of this area, the doorway is ornate, and to some extent again looks like
2 local variation of the kind seen in the Rodi monuments. It is a r#fdkhd variety, with a patrafikhd,
ariipastambha, and a kbalyaidkhd. The patrafikbd is carved into a deeply cut, gracefully undulating
creeper. The rdpastambha comtwo successive panels of dancing and seated figures, a vase-and-
foliage member, a fluted Jasuna and padma, a capital, and finally an image of Strya on one jamb
and of Candra on the other. The attendant figures are Gangd and Yamuni respectively, together
with a dancing Siva on either side. The uitarasiga above the doorway contains seven pancls with
figures, Siva at the center with Visnu and Brahmi at the extremities; the other figures are not
clearly identifiable.

Below the Siva panel is a Ganesa in the center of a sawbbagya-patta. As at Kadvir there is an
“over-doot™. The persistence of this feature as late as the early ninth century—this building’s
probable date—.is rather strange; nowhere else is it known afterward. The same sort of tem-
porary survival is known in other regional styles, however. The “over-door” is seen in central
India in Guptan period temples and is found in the earliest temples at Bhubaneshwar in Orissa;
but probably not any later, so far as one can say at present.
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The style of the sculpture favors 2 date for the Khimrini building slightly later than the
Rodi group, say the carly ninth century.

(2) Bhima devala nder Prici.

The holy tirthe of Prici is located some fifteen miles to the east of Prabhis Patan on the way
to Kodinat. About two miles and 2 half to the north, northwest of the village stands the large
Sun temple behind which at a small distance flows a streamlet. The large sdndhira Nigara temple
was sacred to Dharmiditya according to an inscription of Kumirapila’s time found at this
temple. The building, however, is three centuries older than the date of the inscription. It pos-
sesses a pafcaratha shrine and a closed hall (fig. 33). The mukbamapdapa which existed when
Burgess visited the place is no more.'» The ambulatory as well as the closed hall are provided
with balconied windows filled with heavy, simple grilles. Above the vedibandha the plain mapdo-
vara is relieved by an equally plain madbya-bandha.

The fikhara had to be made complex since the temple is very large (plate 49). It comprises 33
apdakas. The Sringas in two stages along the Larpas are eight in number. Those on the pratirathus
are four, and behind them are again four nagtasyrigas. Urahsérrigas in two sets leaning against the
milamaRifari are also present. They are eight in number. Together with the mialamafjari the total
comes to 33 theoretically. The frontal apdukas are however sacrificed, since the junction of the
hall and the Sukandsa does not permit their construction in practice. The presence of urapirsigas
in this fi&hara at such an early date is significant inasmuch as it corrects the belief current among
scholars that the complex fikbara-form with urapsrrigas did not appear before the teath century.
This importance apart, the fikbara is very clumsily built. The graceful proportions and correct
articulation of frsigas seen in the tenth century temples are wanting. The placement of an sdgama
above each wrapérrga is never found in later temples nor is it necessary. This indicates an experi-
mental stage when architects had not yet solved all the problems involved in the construction
of a multi-endaka fikhara. The roof of the hall has vanished or was perhaps flat from the be-
ginning.

The door frame of the gudhamandapa (plate 62) possesses a large rpastambha with two big
superimposed panels. That on the left (as one faces it) bears 2 seated Niga figure and Dandi
above with a broken staff and 2 water jar; 2 sword and shield are lying beside his left leg. The
cotresponding figures on the right side are a Ndga and Pifigala. The latter holds the staff in his
right hand, while the left one rests on £/, Sword and shield are lying to his left. Both deities
wear kavaca and an upper garment with a central knot on the breast. Ganesa serves as a tute-
lary image. Above the doorway was once a frieze of planet images, two of which are seen inser-
ted in the upper wall,

The interior of the closed hall strongly reminds us of the arrangement seen in the larger
Maitraka temples. The Rucaka pillars and the method of covering the ceiling and ambulatory
still follow Kadvir and similar examples. A pair of smaller pillars has been inserted between the
columns of the mukhdlinda and pdrivilinda. While everywhere else the pillars possess roll brackets,
those on the minor pair in the mukbdlinda show kumdra brackets. The figures of the kumdra have
been vigorously rendered. The square cella has three low, small niches, one on each direction

139 Burgess and Cousens, “Architectural Antiquitics of Notthern Gujarat”, p. 73, figs. §, 6.
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except the east. In each of these niches is found a mutilated figure of Siirya seated on seven
horses. Dandi and Rijfil, and Pisgala and Nigprabhi flank on either side of the image. The
doorway of the sanctum has suffered restoration. On its cither side in a large rectangular panel
stand Rajfil and Nigprabhi in the fildkamala pose. The frieze once topped as an starasiga has been
removed from its position, and its fragments have been rebuilt in the top wall of the closed hall.
From these fragments it appears that the s#farariga contained five panels enclosing seated figures
of Brahmi, Siva, Stirya, Vispu, and Candra. This recalls the Kadvir parallel, with the only
change that Siirya has been accorded a central position since the shrine is sacred to him. Curi-
ously, the Vispu and Siva figures turn slightly towards the central figure of the Sun.+ The
original image inside the cella is lost. The image had a buge pariksra somewhat akin to the
Kadvir type, the fragments of which are lying about the temple. Two have been rebuilt in the
eastern wall of the hall. A fine, large, bearded Dandi with a conical Scythian cap and a staff
can be seen on one of them, along with a mutilated figure of one of the consorts, The Aévini-
kumaras, the twin sons of Siirya, are also observable in one of the panels of the parikara.

The date of the temple can be fixed on two grounds. The jilz on the milamaijari is more
advanced than that of the principal shrine at Magaderurh. All the same it is mote archaic than
that of Miydni no. 2. This would favour an carly ninth century date. The surviving figure
sculptures also support this date.

Sekbari Shrines without Lattice-work:

(1) Sonkamsiri Temple no. 3.

This paficipdaka temple was for reasons unknown left unfinished with regard to carving.
Its gidbamapdapa has disappeared leaving behind a few basement courses (fig. 29¢). The shrine
is #riratha with a central proliferation on the bbadra side giving rise to a sham balcony (plate §o0).
The karna is provided with phdlands, this being the earliest known example of the form which
was to be universal and to develop further in Solanki temples. The sedibandba (fig. 7i) is now
well developed though still archaic compared to tenth century temples. The antarapatra here
shows plain ratnapatta. The mapdovara with its deep salilintara recesses is also plain.

Above the bbadra window on each of the three sides is a plain mattaviraga or matidlimba
topped by a prominent firps. Next comes a band of rafters’ ends followed by a beautiful
firasenaka. ‘The rathikd above is simply blocked out. The miladrriga together with its four tur-
rets are plain. The doorway of the shrine has been left unfinished. If carved, it would have
resembled the Kadvir example as far as its design is concerned.

The date of this building seems to be early ninth century, a generation later than the Roda
examples. The miilafrriga constructed on rigupasiitra, the bold dmalasiraka and the SArasenaka
are somewhat akin to the Roda instances, though the vedsbandba is less bold and the advances in
matter of foliations in plan favour a slightly later date.

(2) Temple no. 1, Miyini.

To the north-east of Temple no. 2 stands this temple at a distance of about a furlong. The
building is square on plan and though it possesses a redibandbas, the characteristic recesses of a

140 In tenth century temples such as at Kot and Kerkot in Kutch, this posture is further developed: Vignu and Brahmil
not only turn toward the central figure of Siva but fold their hands in supplication.
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Nigara temple ace absent.'st Its mapgapa has disappeared. The mapdovara has a madbyabandba of
grdsapattikd and one niche in each direction save east (plate §1). The niche is crowned by a
miniature phdmsand. A band of rafters’ ends tops the wall and is its last surviving example
in this area. The fikbara has 21 apdakas. The rathikds ave simple and show lozenges carved in
low relief. The doorway of the shrine shows what may be Gangi and Yamuni as attendants.
The stiaraiga is a replacement of the thirteenth century. Inside the sanctum is a /ge on a
Pithiké which may be old. The form of the grasamukba and the style of figures on the doorway
indicate the late tenth century. The temple is a late, degenerated example of the local style of
Saurdstra.

(3) Temple no. 3, Nande$vara group.

This is a small oblong shrine, the only one that faces north in the group. It was dedicated
to the Saptamitrkis. The sedibandha (fig. 7g) resembles that of nos. 4 and 5 here. The shrine
had no mapdapa. It is triratha on plan. The recessed mapdovara is plain. The paficindakes fikhara is
crowned by an dmalasiraka and a oflikd. An ill-defined wrapadrrga is found on the back side.
A thinly carved f#rasenaka is found on the back of the malairige The frontal tutrrets show
Jdla work on their northern face; otherwise the fikbera is uncarved.

VALABHICCHANDAJA

Temple no. 6 in the Khimeévara group is the only surviving example of a temple possessing a
valabbi or wagon-vault superstructure, known in Drividian texts as §/7 fikbara. The sanctum is
oblong on plan (fig. 19b). Its closed hall is, however, square. The plain wall of the sanctum is
topped by a band of rafters’ ends and a &spota. A lasge, heavy firasenaka is seen in high relief
on the back-wall of the shrine (plate 55). Above the &apota comes a short ksptha, then a large
skandha-vedi formed by a prominent férpa. Finally comes the oblong keel-roof—the valabhi—
with a large candradld on either end.

The gidbamandapa has an opening towards the north as well as the east. Four Rucaka pillars
are found inside this hall. The doorway of the sanctum is plain but is flanked on cither side by
a large firassnaka projecting boldly from the wall. The original images of the Saptamitrkis are
now found outside, and are highly corroded. The roof of the hall is flat.

The temple in view of its heavy mouldings and other stylistic features seems to be contem-
porary with the oldest shrines of the Vimandkira class, and may be ascribed to the early
seventh century. It would thus be the earliest surviving example of a temple in the Valabhi
mode not only in Nosth India; it would even be easlier by a generation than the earliest Pallava
examples at Mahabalipuram.t+s

141 This seems to be & survival of an earlier convention,
w2 The Aldlikbara is of course pressnt at an earlier date in miniatute on the Aires of the Makupedvara temple and the
Malegitti Sivilaya in the Chilukyst tesritory,
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UNCLASSIFIABLE TEMPLES

The temples under this heading do not fall under any of the four above-noted classes for the
simple reason that none has retained its superstructure; hence their classification is not possible,
Some are completely ruined except for their basement. Quite 2 few have been replaced by
recent structures. Brief mention of all is made here while stock-taking the quantitative output
of the pre-Solanki temples in the region.

(x) Durgd temple, Kuchags.

To the northern outskirt of the village stands a bi-chambered temple sacred to Mahigamardini,

facing north. Inside, the gighamandapa is covered by flat, thin stone slabs. The spire on the cella
seems to be later.

(2) Siva tampls, Visavada.

A third pre-Solaiki temple at the site is located about three furlongs to the south of the temple
of Miladvirka. It consists of 2 square sanctum and a square closed hall. The latter has two free-
standing pillars (fig. 17a). Its superstructure is lost.

(3) Nagaderum, Pasnivadd.

To the south of the Gayatri temple and close by stands this small spireless building, which is
very similar in plan and elevation to the last noted one (fig. 17b).

(4) Saptamdtrki temple, Borica.

To the south of the Siva temple stands a small, rectangular, mono-celled shrine which itself
faces north. The entrance and exit to the sanctum are marked by two passages formed by the
insertion of two carved Rucaka pillars interconnected by a vedikd (fig. 13 C). The images of the
Seven Mothers together with that of Ganesa are at present under a thick coat of red lead.

(5) Saptamatykd temple, Pita.

A shrine smaller than the preceding one but similar to it (except for the absence of vedikd and
the pillars which are Vajraka), stands to the south of the Sun temple (fig. 13d). The Mothers
and companion gods are all smeared with red lead.

(6) Navadurgd temple, Satrdpada.

To the south of the Sun temple and close by stands a rectangular shrine sacred to the Sapta-

mitrkis. It is a5 usual oriented toward the north. Its mapdapa appears to be a later addition. The
shrine wall shows wara and Aapota mouldings at the top.

(7) Kotha temple, Bafef.

To the north of the Pithada méti temple stands this disused temple once used as a watch-tower
by outlaws. The shrine contains the usual two square compartments. The shrine preserves the
lower-most tier of its spire: a kapota decorated with candrasdilis. The doorway of the gadbaman-
dapa shows a bahyaizkbi decorated with lotus leaves, and bakulamaild above. A cddyaki with a
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central candraldld top it. Inside the gddhamandapa are four Rucaka pillars of the Kadvir type with
double saranga brackets.

(8) Temple of Siddbandtha, Prabbis Pitap.

In the Triveni group of temples at Prabhis Pitan near the well known Sun temple ( Arkasthals),
stand the oldest surviving shrine of this holy Tirtha. It is a sindhdra building with a partially
ruined ambulatory. The closed hall before the sanctum has been rebuilt with old, plain Rucaka
pillars.

(9) Bbavandtha temple, Jundgadh.

On a way to the foot of the Girnar hills stands a very old and badly repaired temple of Bhavani-
tha still held very sacred. More than 100,000 people gather here on Mahdsvaritri day. Among
the old portions preserved are the square sanctum and the ambulatory. The ceiling follows the
Kadvir technique. The spire is no more in existence. An old &upgda nearby may be as old as the
temple. Jain works relate that this temple was repaired by Minister Tejapila in the thirteenth
century.

(10) Old temple, Savani.

Some seven miles north-east of Prabhis Patan, upstream on the Hiranya River, above the uppes-
most river terrace on the left bank, stands an old temple with a closed hall (fig. 11b). If the
tiers of its phdmisand roof were properly differentiated, it could have been classed with the Kin-
derkhedi series. The temple faces east.

(11) Kdlikd matd temple, Névadra.
On the opposite bank of the Hiranyi River, to the north of the village of Navadri, stands an

east-facing temple sacred to Kilikd. The plain squate shrine possesses a rarigamandapa. The spire
on the sanctum appears to be late. The hall shows a plain, concentric ceiling.

(x2) Triple Shrine, Sarma.

At Sarmi (or Sarma: Lat. 21°19°; Long. 69° 59.25 ') stands an old triple shrine that faces east,
the earliest known of the kind in Gujarat.s The central chapel dedicated to Siva is slightly
larger than the other two, sacred to Brahmi and Sirya (fig. 312). The doorways of the three
shrines are almost identical in decoration. A stencilled scroll is to be observed in all the three.
Attendant figures are also there. The common g#dbamapgapa has four pillars, each touching the
cotner. The ceiling is decorated with long lotus leaves. The Nigara ffkbaras of the shrines are
sadly ruined. This temple appears to be one of the latest in Saindhava style, and may perhaps
even be post-Saindhava in date.

(13) ARjant métd temple, Odadar.

Temple no. 1 in the Gorakhamatha group in this village was the largest and the oldest shrine
of the whole group. Only its basement, measuring 37 ft. by 21 ft. 8 ins., now survives, together

143 Literaty soutces ascribe a Tripuruga prisida at Pitan Aghilvid to the Caulukya King Malariljs (5. 942—93) and his great
grandson Bhimadeva I (r. 1022-66).
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with two pillars reused in the modern small square shrine of Afijani mitd built on this old founda-
tion. The mouldings of this adbisthdna are updna, kumuda, ksepaga, ksoni, kandhara, padma-valabbi,
wttara, kapota, ksspaga and pattikd (fig. 4h). It is thus related to the Kadvir class, and the original
temple must belong to the same date. From the oblong plan and the pillars and dwarf pillars
of this temple built into other structures in the neighbourhood, it appears that the temple was
very similar to the Sun temple at Kinderkheds, although its spire may have been of the Vimina
class. The pillar shafts as at the Saptamitrka shrine at Borici are crudely carved (plates 69-70).
Floral bands and medallions bearing a variety of &lr#timukhbas, Ganefa, etc. are among their deco-
rations, Their distribution vaguely recalls the wall pilasters at Ajantd and Aurangabad.

(14) Sun templs, Ratid.

Ritid (or Ritia: Lat. 21°25'; Long. 69° 49.50") is about 19 miles south-east of Porbandar on
way to Madhavpur. Only the back wall of the sanctum of the Sun temple now reminds. A band
of rafters’ ends is seen at its top. The lower-most tier of the spire shows a £apota with candrasalds.
The building when complete possibly belonged, like the Kothi temple at Balej, to the Pseudo-
Drividic group. Mutilated fragments of a Sun image are lying thereabout.

(15) Swn temple, Boricd.

Several yards to the north-east of the Siva temple, near an old well, rise the foundations of an
oblong sdndhira prasida which was similar to the Sun temple at Kinderkhedid and measured
38 ft. 6 incs. by 18 ft. 3 incs. The square inner sanctum stands in a repaired state. The present
images of the Sun and his consort inside do not seem to be old.

(16) Saptamitykd temple, Porbandar.

In the old northern sector of Porbandar, facing the creek, stands the basement of a temple
sacred to Pori Devi, patron goddess of Porbandar. This belongs to the late thirteenth century;
but close by it is a small, older, rectangular shrine which presetves a few highly mutilated
images of Mitrkis. The shrine is in total ruin. It faces as usual to the north.

(17-20) The temple of Harasiddha at Miyani was originally a large, sdndbdra, pre-Solanki
edifice that has suffered repeated renovations. Above it on the slope of the hill stands a row of
three small pre-Solanki shrines, now whitewashed.

(21) A small distance from the Paficiyatana temple two miles east of Miyini are the remains of
an oblong, bi-chambered temple.:4+

(22) Sonkansiri Temple no. 2,

This is situated between Temples no. 1 and 3. The basement is intact. The walls are in total
ruins. On plan it is a sdndhira présida where the ghghamapdapa is slightly smaller than the main
shrine. The mukbamandapa is provided with a flight of steps. The vedibandba of the main shrine
differs slightly from that of the mukbamandapa (ig. 7h and i), though it resemble that of Temple
no. 3 here. The cella has been repaired in antiquity, together with the surviving pillars of the
maydapa. Originally, the temple had a Nagara fikkara, the fragments of which have been built

144 Cousent, ap. ¢/, p. 70 and plate XC.
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into a later restored pyramidal cella roof. The width of the main shrine is 3§ ft. 4 ins., that of
the glhdbamagdapa 52 ft. The overall length of the temple excluding the flight of steps is 62 ft.
7 ins. The main shrine is frératha with projecting balconied windows. The latter possessed
decorated rdfasenaka and vedikd mouldings, as fragments on the south side indicate.

(23) The temple of Rivanedvara in Jaradefvara group at Rindviv has been renovated very
recently. It belonged to the Kinderkhedi series.

(24) The old temple at Gosi has completely disappeared, leaving behind a small subsidiary
shrine of the Visavidi (Sankha derl) type.

(25) The small shrine perching on the north-east corner of the jaga#i of the Suvarnatirtha temple
possesses & spire that is a cross between the s#rpodbbava and Nigara types. The walls of the
temple are of the Nigara order; the /asd is also Nigarl; but the vemukosa is replaced here by
pharisand tiers (plate 54).

(26) The temple of Virihi miti on the way to Okhi from Dviraki has also of late suffered
renovations.

(27-28) Temples nos. 3 and 4 in Pita group have lost their fikhara. In view of the recessed walls
and vedibandba in the wall, they may have been of the Nigara class of the late ninth century.

(29) Temple no. 2, Odadar.

A mono-celled small shrine standing to the north of Temple no. 1. Its curious covering con-
sists of one large penthouse roof-like member ending in a point. Inside are very late images of
the Sun and his consort.

OTHER MONUMENTS

Buildings other than temples attributable to the Maitraka or Saindhava period are very few
indeed. The small old &«sdas at Kadvir and at Bhinsari are too simple to deserve comment.
There is, however, one structure of singular interest; the ruined Saivaite monastery in the Khi-
meévara group of temples (fig. 35a). The elevation of the southeast corner of the back hall is
illustrated in fig. 35 b. The plain wall is topped by ##tara and £apota. The monastery faces north.
It seems to be contemporary with the temples there, and is the oldest known example of a
Brahmanical structural monastery in India. Those at Ranod (Aranipadra), Surwaya, Chandrehi,
etc. in Central India are later by more than three centuries. In Gujarat proper the only other
example of a Saivaite monastery is a two-storeyed example at Puarh Ri'no gadh in Kutch. It,
however, belongs to the eatly eleventh century. The step-wells so common in the Solanki
period have not so far been known from the periods under review.

Such are the temples of the pre-Solaniki or pre-Caulukyan period of Gujarat. Their austerity
is compensated by their variety; and their poverty in decoration is balanced by the two important
revelations they make regarding the birth of the Nigara fikbars and the beginnings of its complex
forms. Thus academically if not always aesthetically the group merits a high pedestal in the
domain of Indian temple architecture. As we have seen their worth has been recognized by
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scholars of the greatest distinction. They have attracted the attention of Coomaraswamy, Co-
drington, and Kramrisch, and have been given more than passing notice by Percy Brown. The
reports made by Burgess and Cousens pointed out a direction for fruitful further rescarch;
and more recently Sankalia, Saraswati, and Saundara Rajan have contributed valuable opinions
of the material after minute study.

As has already been stated, Dr. Sankalia was the first scholar to utilize to full advantage the
material previously collected; attempting by his disciplined approach to bring out a picture
that would be choherent and convincing. Since his analysis was made more than two decades
ago, a wider documentation has made possible further advances, supplying missing links and
revealing subtler interrelationships. He had postulated two groups in the series of cight temple
sites that he emphasized after discussing Gop.'¢¢ One comprised Visavida, Bile$vara, Stitra-
padi, and Thin; the other Kadvir, Kinderkheda, Sonkissiri, and Pisthar. He suggested that
the Kadvir-Pisthar group might be a little earlier than the other, but placed it after Thin
because its type of fikhara construction is architecturally distinct.¢ In his terminology the
“pre-Caulukyan” development ended and the “Caulukyan” proper began with Sttrapidi.'#
Today these two groups (and the connection of the former with Gop) can no longer be accepted
in the terms of this brilliant but pioneering hypothesis, for the following reasons:

(1) The Old Temple at Visiviada belongs to the roll cornice class as against the penthouse
roof class of Gop. Thus Dr. Sankalia’s statement that its “fikbara has four steps instead of three
as at Gop” should not be used to indicate a simple stylistic development.

(2) The Bile$vara and Visividi monuments are of the same age, as their common type of
adbisthina and proportions prove. Again the two should not be taken, therefore, as successive
stages, but rather as representatives of allied but different classes.

(3) The Sutrapida building should not be taken as an immediate successor to the Bile§vara
stage. We now know two other buildings, Pindira and Bhinasard no. 1, which fall between as
transitional links.

(4) In the second group, only the Kadvir temple is very early; the relative lateness of the
other three argue against making the whole group earlier than the first.

(5) The Kadvir building, since it lacks any superstructure, cannot be classified in these terms.

(6) The Sun temple at Kinderkhedd and the Pichtar temple belong to different classes
altogether; so the latter cannot be derived from the former.

(7) The Thén temple is completely out of context in this setting. It belongs to a different
tradition, being closely allied to the Roga temples of Northern Gujarat rather than to the late
Maitraka period remains of Sauraétra.

(8) Sttrapada cannot be taken as a threshold monument between pre-Solanki (or pre-Chau-
lukya) and Solanki proper, but rather illustrates the ending of the later Vimina mode and the
dawn of the Nigara form. The true Solanki style did not emerge before ca. A.D. 1000.14 In
addition, the complexities seen in the Solanki fikbaras not only have their antecedents in proto-

14¢ Sankalia, op. ¢4, P. §9.
146 Jbid., pp. $9-bo.
147 Jbid., pp. 62-63.
148 Dhaky, op. cit., pp. 2~4.
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Soladkl monuments but also have early parallels in pre-Soladki temples of Saurdstra, as at
Khimarioi, Sonkansari no. 3, and Prici (the Bhimadeva}).

A decade after Sankalia, S.K. Saraswati reexamined the whole problem.'# He challenged his
predecessor’s classification of both Stitrapidi and Pisthar as buildings of the Gop type, stress-
ing in both the presence of a low, archaic fikbara which pointed rather to an early stage of the
Nigara style, co-existing chronologically with the Gop type. Much of this argument may be
unhesitatingly accepted. Sitrapidi, as we have seen, certainly belongs to the Nigara class,
rather than to the Viména or Phirhsana. The claim for co-existence needs further investigation,
since:

(1) The Nigara form of fikhara seems to have evolved from the later Vimina, at least in the
Saurdstra area,

Bhinasari temple no. 1 stands on the bordet-line between the two. If 50, the whole Sikharan-
vita group should be later than the Vimianikira group. Some of the Phirhsani buildings of
the Surpodhava sub-class may in its later stages have co-existed with the archetypal Nagara
examples. Stylistically, for instance, the Jaradesvara temple no. 2 and the Sun temple at Stitrdpida
seem to be contemporary, for their central spines agree in essentials.

(2) As for the Nigara temple found near the Bile§vara monument, its fikhara is even later
than that of the Stitrapida building, as its form and the advanced jdls work indicate; belonging
in fact to the third and latest series of the Sikharanvita class.

The juxtaposition of these two types at Bile$vara no doubt suggests what happened at
Pattadakal, Mahikiite§vara, or Alampur. But what took place in Chilukyan territory is not
necessarily a valid parallel in explaining the architectural history of Saurdstra.

As for the ground plans, some of the early Maitraka types were carried over to the later
Maitraka phase, and even into Saindhava. If the ground plan of the Sttripida temple resembles
early Maitraka, one should remember that in date it is separated by no more than a century
from the oldest Vimina examples.

Shri K. V.Soundara Rajan has very recently advanced a provocative theory as to the archi-
tectural affiliations of the early Sauristra monuments: i. e. that the Chilukyan and the Central
Indian styles were more or less equally influential in the Saurdstra development, “but owing to
the integral nearness of the Chilukyan country, the early Saurashtra temples had taken more
Chilukyan elements into them”.1 He draws a number of analogies between the features seen
at Gop and those of the Deccan in the sixth century, seeing the Old Temple as “a natural
extension into Kathiawad of rudimentary Chilukyan forms, with an additional inventive feature
in its tall or high cella... “This last he sees as a local innovation whose “very inventiveness
[marks] a lack of tradition in the formation of the cella”. Other Gop characteristics, “the pecu-
liar high plinth and rows of side niches... as well as its plain featureless slim shrine structure”
may have a different derivation, perhaps the “Gupta architectural formula as seen at Bhitar-
gaon and Deogarh”.

In evaluating this hypothesis, one must remember that no evidence from political history
supports the assumption of Chilukyan penetration into Sauristra. True, a branch of the Chi-
lukyan house ruled in South Gujarat at Navasariki between 669 and 750. But their establishment

149 Saragwati, ap. #t., pp. $86-87.
180 Soundara Rajan, op. ast., pp, 1-4.
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must postdate early Saurdstra monuments like Gop and Bileévara. The remains of their own
art and architectute are extremely scanty, and their relevance to the Chilukyan style proper is
uncertain, As for the latter, its earliest structural temples, with the possible exception of the
Ladkhan shrine at Aihole, are almost contemporaneous with the oldest Saurdstra remains.

The penthouse roof of the Gop temple’s spire is a feature almost unknown in the Chilukyan
domain. Again, the form of the landrafdlds on the tiers of Saurigtra buildings, especially those
at Gop, is closely allied to that seen on the frieze in the Uparkot caves at Junagadh, and not to
the Chilukyan repertory.

Wherever figure sculpture appears in the early Saurdstra temples, including the pramarha
figures in the Gop adbisthdna, it conforms to the West Indian school.

It is true that the Phirhsani types with roll cornice do resemble superficially some of the
early buildings at Aihole. But the roll cornice as such was known in Saurigtra as early as the
Late Kgatrapa age, being found in the Uparkot and Khambhilidi caves. The latter’s fagade
includes friezes that show miniature shrines in high relief (plate 6); the spires of all of these have
the roll cornice, and on one a row of three cupolas is also in evidence. This last feature, found
above the spire of the Bhinasari temple no. § and on the kargskitas of the fourth zals of the
prastara of the Bile§vara temple, thus also has early antecedents in Saurdstra proper.

Even the monuments of the Pseudo-Drividic sub-group of the Viminikira class, which to
some degree recall the look of Dravidian buildings, present a number of differences. Conspic-
uously absent are the bdras, consisting of &#tas, pafijaras, and falds, seen prominently in early
Chialukyan and Pallava temples. Instead one finds a simple cornice decorated with closely spaced
candra$dlds. The karpakitas here display a greater variety of forms that agree in principle, but not
in details, with the Drividian parallels. The ubiquitous, crowning dmalasdraka is unknown in the
Dravidian order. The incipient fukandsa seen in such temples as BileSvara and Sonkansiri temple
no. 1 in unknown in Pallava usage; and when it does appear in Chilukyan temples of the Driv-
idian class, such as Virtipaksa and Mallikirjuna, in the second quarter of the cighth century,
their presence may be explained by Nigara influence.

Recently Smt.Debala Mitra, in discussing the origin of the &bakard temples in Orissa, has
discredited the previously held assumption that theit forms show the influence of Drividian
44z fikbara types; calling attention to the presence of northern prototypes as early as the Bhirhut
and Saiici reliefs and the Ajantd paintings.'s: The buildings of our Vimidndkira class seem to
present a similar case. The mode was certainly not unknown in the North, though it was not a
favorite one there; and wherever met, it conforms to regional idioms rather than to Drividian
convention.

In Central India the Nagara style was practised at a nascent stage even in the Gupta period.
As it grew more popular the already rare Vimina type soon went out of existence. In isolated
Saurigtra, we have seen above how it took shape as an issue from the late Vimina idiom. The
similarities observable between the early Karnita temples and those of Saurdstra are due to the
fact that the earlier tradition in the latter region (Ksatrapa or even pre-Ksatrapa in date) was a
close, though infetior, ally of the Andhra-Ksatrapa traditions in the Deccan. The offsprings of
both naturally retained certain parallels, even after many centuries.

15t Debala Mitra, “Four little known 4idkard temples of Orissa”, Jour. of the Asiatic Soc., Calcuttn, I, 1, 1960,
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The last point to be discussed in this section is concerned with the interrelationships between
the groups of early temple buildings at Rodd, Lakroda (late eighth century), Matoda, and
$amaliji (carly ninth century) in Nosth Gujarat, and the Nagara monuments of Saurfistra. The
buildings of the Early Nagara series in the latter territory are undoubtedly earlier than the others.
It has already been remarked that in North Gujarat an allied but independent tradition prevailed,
which produced works of a superior order. Local antecedents for these have not been estab-
lished, but this fact is not a valid argument for their derivation from the temples of the Eacly
Nigara series. Points suggesting kinship and contrasting features are reviewed below.

(1) The plain square plan and featureless elevation of the cella seen in the Early Nigara series
and often in its Saurdgtran derivatives, are not favored in North Gujarat. At Lakrodi and Matoda
they do occur, but the superstructure type has no exact parallels in Sauristra. In the large sandbdra
that faces the Visnu temple at Simaliji on the north, the inner sanctum is square, but is relieved
with ornate central niches: a feature not known in Sauristra.

(2) Unlike the Rodi buildings, the cella walls of the Saurdgtran Early Nigara series do not
use the true ndgar? vedibandba. When the latter does appear from the early Saindhava period on,
it differs in details from the Rodi examples.'s

(3) The recessed jarighd of the Rodi buildings does not agree in details with the Sauristra
examples that have recessed walls, The carved mdld moulding at the top of the jarighd in Rodi
is almost unknown in the latter region.

(4) Square, Rucaka pillars are common to both areas, but are beautifully carved in Rodd
temples and plain in the Nigara buildings of Saurdstra. In early Maitraka period temples a few
examples of carved pillars are known, but their patterns and motifs are only distantly related
and inferior in workmanship to those of Rodi. The bhadraka pillars seen in Rodi are generally
lacking in Maitraka period temples. They are found in rare instances such as Dhrisanavel and
Vasai, but are not carved (unlike Rodi). The first of these exceptions, at least, is not anterior to
the Roda period.

(5) The decorated ceilings of Roda are conspicuously lacking in Sauristra, where the magdapas
ate internally covered by plain, log-like stone beams or slabs.

(6) The doorways of Rodi and Simaliji temples are beautifully decorated. The doorway or
Rodi Temple 111153 does resemble that of the Kadviar temple*s+ in such points as the presence
of ratnaiikhd, ripastambha with padma and bold bharagi (capital), and five rathikds (pancls)
ctowned by phamsand on the architrave. That surely shows a kinship. But the “overdoor”
feature found at Kadvir is absent at Rodi; and though it is present in Saurdstra in the Khimarina
temple of the Saindhava period, the latter is stylistically posterior to the Rodi buildings. The
only feature that reminds one of Rodi in the Eo-Nigara group is the door-sill with a semicir-
cular pattern seen in the Sun temple of Sttrapida.

(7) The fikbaras of the Eo-Nigara series do not agree in curvature with the Roda temples.
The latter ate closer to the Early Nagara examples; but there the jdlz work differs. At Roda the
lattices are more subtly and vigorously rendered, and better integrated. In the Sauristra versions

153 The catliest instance of & sedibandba is scen in the wall of the Sun Temple at Jhamrd (Plate 19). There, however, the
antarapatra moulding is constricied, and the treatment us & whale does not conform to Rodi practise.

183 Bhah, op. 4., fig. 84.

15+ Cousens, op. ¢il., plates XXXII, XXX1V,
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» single candratil often spans the intervals of the senwkesa, at Rodd one finds instead 2 complex
udgama pediment,

(8) The dmalasdraka is placed directly above the skandba in Eo-Nigara temples. It is only in
Saindhava buildings that a short grivd intervenes; whereas the latter detail is already prominent
at Roda.

(9) The square “rafters’ ends” seen below the vdjana or sttira moulding on the walls of Easly
Maitraka temples occurs, curiously enough, under the porch eaves of Roda Temple V,iss

(10) Figure sculpture is similar in both classes, although differences in ethnic features and
headdresses are not wanting,

The sum total of these facts shows an alliance within the Gujarat School of two separate
traditions; the latter at first influencing the Saurdstran usage and ultimately ousting it. The point
is made quite clear by comparing roughly contemporaneous examples, i. e.:

The Rodi temples¢ with the saptivatana temple at Dhrisanvel (plate 42; late eighth cen-
tury);

The Harisancandrani cori's” at Simalijl with Sonkansiri temples nos. 2 and 3 (plate so;
early ninth);

‘The Ranakadevi temple st at Vadhaviin with temple no. 2 at Miyini (plate 43 ; late ninth);

The Trinetre§vara temple at Thin and the Kotdi temple with Miyini temple no. 1 (late
tenth).

‘The comparisons reveal the greater richness and general superiority of the Rodi group and
jts descendants as against the Saurdstra series. When the Rodi temples were being built, a first
intrusion of their style into Saurdstra is visible in the Old Temple at Thin. At the end of the
ninth century we meet another instance in the Rinakadevi temple at Vadhavin; while the same
lineage is represented in the tenth by the temple of Trinetre$vara and the Muni Biwi temple1s
near Thin. In the latter half of the tenth the style was more deeply implanted in Saurdstra when
the magnificent Phase 1 Temple of Somanitha was erected; and by the end of that century the
indigenous Saurdgtran tradition had disappeared.

153 Shah, fig. 88.

156 Jbid., figs. 79-92.

187 Dhaky, op. ¢t., plate IV.

158 Ihid,, plate V; also Cousens, plate LVI,
159 Cousens, plates LI, LII.
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POSTSCRIPT 1969

ince this study was written in 1961, a few more monuments have come to light. We are not

in a position to give full accounts of these or to illustrate them, since the format of the book
is now a fait accompli. Summary information is added here as the best possible compromise.

Shri M. P.Vora has reported to us the discovery of two Pharhsikira temples at Bhaavad, one
in the town and the other in its vicinity. Both resemble the Siva temple at Boricha. ‘The second
author of the present study has located a sdndbdra temple of the Kinderkhedi type at Pasthar,
northwest of the village. Dr. H. R. Gaudani of Ahmedabad has discovered a J#ina shrine at Dhank.
Its garbbagrha is square and featureless. The upper half of the fikbara is destroyed; its jake seems
a little more archaic than that of the main chapel of the Magaderurh complex. In the same village
Dr.Gaudani came across an L-shaped, stepped well, with a wall embellished by carved niches,
which show phamsana pediments ornamented with candrafilds of eight century type. In addition
Dr. (now Prof.) Subrahmanyam has identified two mote older temples at Pindird with ruined
superstructures of the Phirmsani class, of the penthouse variety.!

As we look back, the classification and the chronology we have proposed in this monograph
seem perfectly acceptable. In a recent discussion at the Seminar on Indian Temple Architecture
(at Varanasi, 1967), Dr. U. P. Shah has suggested on the basis of his own study and that of Dr.R.N.
Mehta that the date of the Gop temple might be fifth century. We do not agree, first for the reasons
given in our text; also the style of the Gop sculptures is decidedly later.:

1 “Pindard and its Antiquities”, Jowrnal of the Oriental Institute, Vol. XIV, Nos. 3-4, March-June 1965, fig. III and IV, and
Plate IV. These illustrate Temples No. 2z and 3, both of phdmsand type. Temple No. 2 has a Nigara ground-plan and an open
porch with dwatf pillazs on dado. The dado, on its east face, 18 embellished with pillar-motif and niches, recalling the Gop
convention. Only the lowermost course (penthouse roof) of its superstructure now remains; below that, is 2 row of dentils.
Temple No. 3 is smaller in sixe square in plan, and had a superstructure like the latter one.

Above the plain door-frame of Temple No. 2, there is an interesting carving depicting the marriage of Siva and Pirvatl,
{Subrahmanyam, op. ¢, fig. IX). The faces of the demons in that panel are samewhat like those found on the parapet of
the Sun temple at Akhodar (¢f. plate 60) we illustrated.

Coins of the Saindhava dynasty have also been found from this site. It is the first teport of the existence of Saindhava
coinage,

* While the post-script was in print we saw an article in Gujarati entitled “Sauristra-ninh ketalfifika pricina-sthino'’ by Drs.
R.N.Mehta and Priyabala Shah published in Vak (Rajkot, March 1968), the official bulletin of the Univeraity of Saura-
shtra, Therein the authors have brefly touched the problem of the date of Gop temple and expressed their views which we
render here sarbatim in Eoglish and quote i ex:senso,

“On stydying the temples of this place [Pinddrd], it seams that the temple at Jinkvarl Gop 1s their precursor. The small
village of Jipdvitl Gop in Jamjodhpur talug lies longitudinally along the bank of River Vartu. The Old temple in this
village is (quite) famous.

From Jindviri Gop are found shards of Red Polished Ware, a pottery that was in use in the first millenium A, D. On
observing the foundations of the Gop temple and the steata (in neighbouthood) contsining this pottery, it secms that both
could be contemporary. That the Gop temple (Photo 10) is datable priot to sixth century has been noted by Burgess who
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One additional argument bearing on the date of the Nigara type of buildings is furnished by
certain features found in the oldest temples at Alampur, whose dates are known through the
study of Dr.Rajendra Prasad. For example, the interior of the Kumira-Brahmd temple, with its
four freestanding pillars in the ghdbamapdapa, is reminiscent of the arrangement seen in the Sun
temple at Pata, as is the covering of the aisles. The Alampur building is dated A.D. 660. Next in
the dated sequence there is a2 Svarga-Brahmi temple of 688. Its plan, and the aisle roof from
within, resemble the Sutrapidi-Akhodar group of monuments. The late seventh century date we
suggested for the Saurdstra examples remains well supported by these parallels.

described it for the first time, There is in this temple an image of Kirtlkeya; furthermote, in view, on its fikbare, of the
(presence of ] images of a goddess and Ganapati, this temple can be undesstood (i.e, can be taken) as Shivaite.

The date of Gop temple is debatable. Its govdksas—their patterning—can be compated with the gawdksgs in the two-
storied cave of this Ksatrepa period at Uperkot in Junagadh. On secing the remains which are found therefrom (one may
be) convinced that these caves are of Kyatrapa period. If the remains of Gop temple resembled the art of the Kyatrapa
period, it can be comprehended that there are reasons to place this temple in the fifth century. Further study on it is needed.

This temple at Gop is placed above two jagasis, and easterly orented. Its east face is very mutilated but on examining
the remnants on that side, it seems that steps might have been (located) there. In its present remains, there is a predomi-
nance of small ges figures. These gawar are much too defuced but their long, Scythian-like caps etc. are capable of singling
them out as the relics of the Kgatrape age. On the whole it is understood [i.e. it appears] that this temple is of Kyatrapa
style. It was 2 Siva temple and in view of the Shivaite names of the Kgatrapas, it is possible that their religion was Shaiviem,
and on that ground also there is nothing to be astonished if this temple were of Keatrapa period: (Photo 10),

The style that had started, in Saurashees, from Gop temple is met {again] in Ghumli (Photo 11) and several places such
as Pindied (Photo 12) in Western Saurashtea. The style of these temples in this tereitory is of the pre-Solankl period ; therein,
over and above {the temples in this style] are also found the temples in Nigara style, which demands special study. It is
possible that these temples were built in the times contemporaneous with the Gurjaras; [and hence] the development of
the jagatf of Gop temple is very significant from this viewpoiat.

There are some more, developed temples in Gop style in Pindira area. On these temples Shri R. Subrahmanyam has
written a detniled article (pp. $8-59)."

We want in passing to record our own observations on the views expressed by Drs. Mchta and Shah, First, Burgess did
not categorically assign Gop temple prior to sixth century; it was the suggestion subsequently made by Dr., Sankalia, who
also compared the caifya arches of Gop temple with those of the Uperkot cave. (The actual citations have been tecorded in
the foregoing discussions.) Second, the fifth century must be equatcd with the Gupta period and not with the Keatrapa
period, because by or slightly before 400 A.D., the Ksatrapa rule in Gujarat had come to an end. Third, the evidence of
Red Polished Warc as a means in dating is as dublous as the radio-catbon date because of the enormous time-range for
that Ware, and, the rather indeterminable stratigraphic position of Gop temple vis-3-vis the R. P, W. bearing strata. The
temple foundation seems to cut through such strata and it can as well be posterior to the latter. Fourth, the temple has only
one jagati, the lower one only: the upper one 18 the adbisthing as has been demonstrated 1n the main body of our text, The
gawa (pramatha) figures are reminiscent not of the Gupta parallels such as at Bhumari (late fifth century) but at Bid&mi

(cave No. HII, but also I and II) and the Mailegitti Stvilaya and also the upper Sivilaya at the same place. There is a strong
resemblance between the adbigthana of the Upper Sivilaya and that of the Gop temple, suggesting a paraliel development
and hence contemporaneity. The Bidami examples, according to a chronology now being fixed for the catlier temples in
Karndts, arc placesble in the vicinity of 600 A. D. The Seythian cap found with some gana figures in the Gop frieze is a feature
hardly of consequence in dating. Images of the Sun God with attendents Dandi and Pingaja wearing such caps are known
as far down as gth century, such as at Bhimadeval. The more realistic date can be guessed only by the use of significant
details. As for the dedication of the temple we have already suggested that it could be Shivarte, The presence of Ganeda
and Devlin the candra/d/d niches of the superstructure may perhaps indicate such a possibility, although we know that both
at Roda and Osia Ganeéa and Devi images are found in important niches on the walls of a Sun temple, in each case datable
to the late cighth century. About the relattonship of the Shivaite sounding names of some of the Ksatraps kings (such as
Rudrudémana, Rudrasens, and Rudrasithha) and this temple, the connection there seems none because the temple is of the
Maitraka age and not of the Kgatrapa age, and the religion of & ruling king seldom interfered with the founding of temples
sacred to other sects. The question of the dedication of Gop Temple may still be regarded as unscetied. Shri P, R. Srinivasan
of the Government Epigraphy Department of the Archaeological Susvey of India informed the second author of this study
in Mysore about his success on the decipherment of that short inscription at Gop temple. He said the contents have a
bearing on the builder and the building. The date he intends to assign the characters of the inscription is gs late as the
seventh century. We must wait till his conclusions are available in print. On our part we have suggested the last quarter of
sixth century for the Gop temple. We are prepared to narrow it down to around 60c on the basis of evidence from Baddmi,
Mahikiita and of course Sitpur,
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On reviewing the position of the Neo-Drividic temples we now believe that they represent a
separate variety of the Vimana class. The ball-shaped dmalaka topping their superstructure indi-
cates a source in Guptan tradition. Such dmalakas have been found at Bhumari, and are now
known at Nacna kuthara also. The Saurdstran versions are of course degenerate.

The influence of the Mahi-Gurjara style must have started somewhat earlier than we suspected.
The recent find by Dr. H. R. Gaudani of Than type temples at Maithan is indicative of this pro-
bability.s Also the two Phirhsani temples at Pindiri, datable to the mid eighth century, show
the beginnings of such influence, particularly in their pillars, doot-frames, and wall mouldings.

We have reconsidered Prof. Saraswati’s theory of the coexistence of the Vimina and Nigara
types, and now think this not altogether impossible. There was perhaps an overlap between the
last stages of Pseudo-Drividic (Sonkarsiri no. 1), Neo-Drividic, and the oldest Nigara monu-
ments, such as the Sun temple at Akhodar and the Koteévara temple at Kilivad, somewhere in
the latter part of the seventh century. All the same there is no reason to put the beginnings of the
Nigara mode in Sauristra as early as the oldest buildings of the Pseudo-Drividic group such as
Bile$vara or Khime$vara no. 1.

On seeing our drawings of the basements of the Pseudo-Drividic temples, Dr. José Pereira
of the American Academy of Benares has suggested that they closely resemble those of some of
the terraces inside the Brahmanical caves of pre-Rastrakita date at Ellora, generally placed in the
late sixth or early seventh century. This is a fairly good argument in support of the dates we have
proposed for the Pseudo-Drividic group in Saurastra discussed in our text.

$ D1, Harilal Gaudani and Madhusudan Dhaky, “Ketalatiks naviirh éodhiielim Mahd-Gurjara dailinéth mandiro” (in Gujs-
tati), Kumdra, December 1966, 44/12, pp. 65~71, and illustrations,
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adisthina
aféla

alinda
Amalasdraka

ambufa

apdaka
antarabbirti
antardla
antarapatra
anuratha
ardbacandra
ardbaparyankdsana

astdyatana

bahyalikba
bakwlamild
balipitha
bbadra
Bhadraka
bbitta
bliimi-kdnda

bhiita

bittistambba
candratild
candravalokana
candrikd

caturbbiima phisisand
catustala prasiara
cbidya

¢hadyaki

chilikd

dawdachadya
dbvajddbira

GLOSSARY

basement

without lattice-work

nisle

“cogged wheel” crowning
membet just below the finial of
a fikhara

2 cyma recta moulding

i.e. an dmalakasiraka or friga
inner wall

vestibule

a deep-set fillet moulding

2 secondary offset

moon-stone

a seated pose, one leg tucked
undet, the other pendent
thrine with seven subsidiary
shrines

outer offset of a door-jamb

a flower-garland motif

table for offerings

buttress

square pillar with recesses
plinth

miniature ‘‘cogged-wheel” set
at regular intervals on the cor-
ners of the Sikbara

demon figure

wall pillar

false dormer window

grille

inverted-bowl-shaped finial
four-tiered pyramidal roof
four-tiered entablature
awning-like hood member
minor inverted cyma recta
moulding

finial

corrugated awning-like hood

fagstaff

81

divibbiima phamsand
ekairigi
garbbagrha
garbhamuda
ghanadvira

ghanta

ghata

grivi
ghdbamandapa

béra

ilikGtorapa
Jagati
jadyakumbba
fala

Jdlaka

Jjanma

kaksdsana
kalata
kampa

kandbars
kantha
kapota
kapotagala
kapotdli
kapotapali
kapotikd
karkara

karpa
karpakifa

karndpdaka
Akarofaka

Aavaca

two-tiered pyramidal roof
single-spired

cella

ceiling of cella

false doorway

bell shape

pot shape

neck

closed hall in front of cella
string of A#fas sand d/ds in the
superstructure of a Dravidian
temple

semicircular gateway

terrace, plinth

aninverted cyma recta moulding
lattice

grille

plain course in 2 moulding
scries

slanting seat-back

round pinnacle

half-fillet berween a major
moulding and a recess
necking

a moulding

roll cornice

necking below roll cornice
cymia cornice

inverted cyma recta moulding
minor cornice

oblong wagon-vault super-
structure

cotner

miniature square shrine at
corner

dmalaka ctowning a corner
central circular ceiling of &
mapdapa

armor



hkbakara

kbalvadakhd
Aburalea
ksepapa

y I
kudyastambha
kumira
ksumbhiki
Akumuda
kueda
Enfijariksa
Aiija

latung (ka)
lati

latina
lilihamala
lupd
madhyabandba
madlyd latd
mabanisi
maladbara
mapdapa
mandaraka
matidovara
manibandha

matha
mattilamba
maltavdarapa
mukbdlinda
mukbamagdapa
muktadima
milairga
najfalrigas

ndsikd

nirandbira prasida

padma
padma vajana

paBcabhiima phinsand

pakcandaka
pancaiikba
parikara

patratikbd

shrine-model of the karkara
type

undecorated door jamb

half torus moulding

fillet

penthouse roof

pilaster

figure bracket or Atlantid
base of a pillar

torus moulding

tank

elephant-eve motif

miniature shrine, square
throughout

vasiform sub-capital member
“creeper”

single-spired

pose

dentil or rafter’s-end motif
medial band

central spine

large antefix

garland-carrying figure

hall

projection at center of door-sill
shrine wall

“jewelled girdle’” band around
pillar

monastery

seat back

seat back

front verandah

porch

“pearl festoon’ motif

the main fikbara

corner section of a2 small, sec-
ondary Sfikbara carved on the
body of the main fkbara
minor projection from vertical
mass

sanctuary lacking an interior
ambulatory

inverted cyma recta

plank-edge moulding with
lotus motif

five-tiered pyramidal roof
crowned by five dmalakas
door-frame with five fasciae
image frame

jamb offset with foliate scroll

Dattikd

pada
parivamagdapa
Ppardvilinda
phalaka
phalani
Dphamisana
Didhina phalaka
pithiki
prabire
pratibira
prasikarsa
pratiratha
pragerwva
rarigamandapa
ratha

rathiki
rathikzbimba
rama
ratnapatta
ratnasakhbi
rajasenaka
rekhi

Rucaka
réipastambba

safdla
salilantara
samatala
sarighdta
Sapidyatana

s@ubbag yapatta

sdndhara prasida

skandba vedi
Staps

sthpikd
Sadabhuma
sadatala vimana
Sakha

$ala

Sekbari
Sikhara
frnga
Suddha
Sukandsa
Shirasenaka

Sarpa
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plain band in & moulding series
dado

side porch

side verandah

abacus

same as ndsikd

pyramidal roof

top slab

pedestal

scat of the fikbara

attendant figure

secondary offset next to comer
secondary offset; anwratha
pillared portico

hall for theatrical performances
buttress

framed panel

image within a rathikd
jewelled lozenge motif

band with lozenges

jamb with lozenges

a wide fillet

curvature

the square, plain order

central, pilaster-like jamb bear-
ing figures

latticed

a vertical recess

flat

composite

shrine with six subsidiary
shrines

intermediate lintel member
sanctuary with an interior am-
bulatory

top platform of a fikbara trunk
finial

finial

six-tiered

six-tiered sanctuary

door jamb

nave; or miniature rectangular
shrine with wagon-vault roof
multi-towered

towes

miniature Jatisa fikbara

pure

antefix to fronton of spire
trefoil caitya dormer

aninverted cyma recta moulding



firpaskandba
talaschanda
taranga

tola

rariked

thakarikd
forana
tribbiima
trigupasiitra

triphaland-ukia
trifakbd

tritala

wecheda

udgama
spabbadra
wpapitha

updna
urapfrsiga

1 kind of shoulder course
ground plan

roll moulding

storey

dish moulding of Dravidian
column

eaitya window motif
gateway

three-tiered pyramidal roof
three-fold chord measure for
drawing rekbd

having three minor tecesses
door-jamb with three offsets
same gs fribbima

a narrow recessed band
pediment

subsidiary offset of bhadra
terrace, platform

plinth

a secondary, smaller fkbare
shown in relief on a face of the
main Sikhara
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sttaraiga
utiarostha
sttara
dirdbyapadma
vabana
Vajraka
vajrakumbba
valabhi

vasantapal fikd
sdfana
vatdyana

vedi

vedikd
veyukold

vimana vedikd
vitdna
vrita vdjana

architrave

abacus

heam

upper cyma moulding

base of a pillar

the octagonal order

pot-shaped moulding

dentil course in 2 moulding
series

band carved with foliate scroll
“plank-edge” moulding
ventilator

plinth

balustrade

curved sithouette of the Nigam
fikhara

base of the Sikbara atop the wall
ceiling

curved, “plank-edge” moulding
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() base mouldings of Kihika mitd wemple, Old Dhrevad,
L {¢) socle of 1ner ccl{n uf tht Sun vtcmplc, Jhamari,
() base vmana vedika, of Sikhara, Sun temple, Ahhodar,
! (v) pedestal, pithrka, of the Nandi image in front of Khimesvara eemple no. 1,
(f) pedestal of the Nandi image 1n froat of Khimesvara temple po, 3.
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Vag, v Pithas, pithikds and vedibbandas of the Late Mattraka and
Sandhava temples. (a) part of pifirkd, eclla no. 4, Magaderum, -
Dhrasanavel, (b) pigha of cella no. s, (¢) pitha of cella no. 2, (d)
pitha of cella no, 3, same temple; vedibhanda of (¢) Nandesvara
temple no 5 (£ bad,, no. 4, (g) ibid., no. 3. (h) pithe of porch

" [ of Sonkamsiri temple no. 2, Ghunali, (1) piths of main shnine,
same temple, (1) pithe of Sonkamsiri temple no. 3, Ghumali
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tag. 8 Pilasters, kudyastambha, of mncr cellas of (a) Khimesvara temple no. 13 (b) thid. no, 2, (¢) carved basement of one of
two Aurnaditas now sheltered in the closed hall of khimesvara templic no. 6
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a b C

lig. 9 The three basic types of Phimsakdra superstructures of the Mastraka temples. (a) ko type with penthouse-like
profile; (b) &apota, roll cornice; (¢) cyma cornice, kapotapilika,



Fig. 10 Corner turrets, kargakitas, on the rimanas of the Pseudo-Dravidic and Neo-Drividic groups of temples, Mattraka

period. (a) Biledvara temple, tirst sala of vimdna, (b) Khimeévara temple no. 1; (¢) Bhile$vara temple, second sala, (d) ibid ,

third sale; (¢) Sonkarhsdri temple no. 1, Ghumaly, first sala; (f) Bhilevara temple, fourth tale; (g) Bhinasara temple no. 2,

tirst fala; (h) Old temple, Pinged, second fufa, (1) Bhanaéard teraple no 1, tiest sada; (5) Bile$vara temple, hfth rale; (k) Bha-
nasard temple no, 5, octagonal cupala on mmana.
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Fig. 11 (a) Bhanasard temple no. 4; (b) Old temple, Savni; (c) Cheletvara Mahadeve temple, Mehviasa,
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Fig. 12 (a) Sonkasan temple no. 5, Ghumali; (b) Old temple, kalasdr: (c) Khimecévara temple no. 5.
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Fig. 13 (2) Khimeévara temple no. 7; (b) Cimungdd mité temple, Kinderkhedla;
(c} Saptamiitrkd temple, Borich; (d) Saptamderka temple, Patd.




Fig, 14 Ground plans of Maitraka temples. (a) Bhinasatd no. s, (b) Khimeévara no. 2; (c) Pithad mata temple, Balej.

Fig. 17 Ground plans of Maitraka temples: (a) Siva temple, Visavadi; (b) Ndga temple, Pasniivadi;
{c) Sun temple, same, {d) Sun temple, Jhamard,
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Fig. ts Ground plan of Bilcsvara temple.
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Fig. 16 Ground plan of Old temple, Gop,
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Fig. 18 Ground plans of Maitraka temples: (a) Kothd temple, Baley:
(b) Camunda temple, Kuchadi.
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Fig, 19 Ground plans of Muitraka temples: (a) Cimundd matd temple, Degdm;
(b) Khime4vara temple no. 6.
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Fig. 20 Ground plan of Sun temple, Patd.
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tig. 22 Ground plan of Kadvar emple,

Tig, 20 Ground plan of Kaliki mata temple, Dhedsagavel,




tag. 23 Ground plans of Mastraka temples: (a) Sun temple, Sttrapada; (b) Sun temple, Akhodar.

liig. 24 Geound plans of Maitraka temples: (s) Adjani mitd temple near Chiyi, (b) Suvarnatirtha temple near Dvirakd,
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Fig. 25 Ground plan of Sonkamsiri temple no. 1, Ghumali



Fig. 26 Ground plans of
Maiteaka temples:

(a) Khimedvara no. 1;
(b) Vindhyavasini,
$rinagara.

Fig. 27 Ground plans of Maitraks
temples! (a) Sun temple, Kinder-
khedd; (b) Cimundd miti temple
near Bokhird,




tig. 28 Ground plan of Gayatsi temple, Pasniivada
(late Mattraka period).

Fig. 30 Rindal mitd temple, Visdvada,

Al Fandhata level = At Candvdvalotana Level
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Below asanapaffaka 13 Above doanapaflaka
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Fig. 32 Ground plan of Magaderum, Dhrasanavel (carly Saindhava period).
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fag. 29 Ground plans of late Matraka and Samdhava period remples: (a) Kotedvara, near Kalivad, (b) Nandeévara no. 3
(Saptramarki temple), () Sonkamsdrt no, 3, Ghumali,

Fig. 31 Ground plens of Saindhava temples: (a) Triple shrine, Sarmd; (b) Paiiciyatana temple, Pachtar.
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Pig 13 Geound plan ot Blimadevala near Pract (Saindhaya period)



Fig. 35 (b) clevanon

{ig. 14 Ground plan of Sonkamsiri no. 2, Ghu-
malt (carly Saindhava penod)
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Fig. 35 Khimeivara temple group, Maitraka period; rear hall of monastery. (a) Ground plan;
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tig 36 Old temple at Kadvir. restored framc, partkara, of orignal principal 1mage in cella,
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Plate 2 Basc of pillar: lower storey, Uparkot caves, Junidgadh



Plate 3 Capital and abacus of pillar: lowee storey, Uparkot caves, Junigadh

Plate 4 Friezac: upper storey, Liparkot caves, Junigadh
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Plate 6 Fricze showing mimature edifices: carfya cave, Khambhiliga
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Plate 7 Old temple, Gop. View from south

Plate 8 Spize, Old temple, Gop
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Platec 11 Rajal-Vejal mata temple, old Dhrevad

Plate 9 Camugda matk temple, Kinderkhedd

e

Plate 10 Qid temple, Visividi
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Plate 13 Sun temple, Kinderkheda
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Plate 14 Sonkamairi temple no. 8, Ghumal
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Plate 15 Khimeévara temple no. 7 . .
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ple 19 Sun temple, Jhamazd
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Plate g0 Camungi mats tcﬁ'lpln neat Bokhird
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Plate 22 Suvarnatirtha tem
ple near Dvirakd
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Plate 24 Sonkumsiti temple no. 4, Ghumali
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Plate 27 Fagade, old temple, Kalsar

Plate 28 Biledvara temple. View from the east



Plate 29 Partof the smdna, northey.
ner, Buesvara temple

ar

Plare 30 Part of the tronton, Bilesvara
remple
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Mate 33 | mdna, Khimesvara temple no. 1
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Blate 33 Old temple, Pindira
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Platc 34 Kibki matd tom-
ple, old Dhrevad
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Plate 36 Bhanasarsl remple no. 4
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Plate 37 Bhanasari temple no. 1

Plate 38 Sikhara, Sun temple, Sttripidd



Plate 39 Kotesvara temple near hitivad
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Plate 41 Sun temple, Pachrar
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Platc 42 Puncipal shrine, Magaderum, Dhrasapavel



Plate 44 Ganesa Derurh, Ghumah

te 43 Miyani temple no. 2
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Plate 46 Kiliki métd temnple, Dhrasanave]
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Plate 48 Paricindaka $ikbara, S1va temple, Khimarina



Plate 50 Sonkarhsiri temple no. 3
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Plate 51 Miyant temple no 1



p ¢ 52 Giyatei temple, Pasnivadi

Platc 53 Phémsand, Gayatel
temple, Pasndvada
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Plate 54 Suvarnatirtha temple no 2
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Plate 55 Khimcévara temple no. 6 (Sapramatrka remple)



Plate 1y Blind grille and pilaster, Variha temple, kadvar
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late 56 View showing inner construction, Son-
amsard temple no, s
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Yate 57 Fagade of the hall, Khimesvara temple
0, 5




Plate §8 Catved niche, north wall, Sonkamsarl temple no. 1



Plate 6o Carving, rarandrkd, north wall,
Sun temple, Akhodar
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Plate 61 Carving, varandikd, west wall,
Sun temple, Akhodar




— . » _ . . rr— I Plate 62 Doorway, .
T, ¥ ] A g sed hall, Bhima dey
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Plate 63 Doorw ay, cclla,
Bhima deav)a, Pricl




Platc 64 Kaliva-mardana ceiling, temple no 6, Odadar



Plate 65 Blind grille, Sun temple, kinderkheda

Plate 66 Grlle, Klume$vara temple no. 1
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Plate 67 Grile, Khimesvara temple no.

Plate 71 Grille, Pardvemandapa, Kadvita temple

Plate 68 Grille, Gayatri temple, Pasndvada



W

Platc 69 Shaft of the pillar, Odadar remple no. 1 Plate 70 Shaft of the pillar, Odadar temple no. 1









